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By Nick Massal
S.C.O.P.E. President
“If we do not hang together, we will
most assuredly hang separately!” Sound
familiar? Those words were uttered by Ben
Franklin almost 250 years ago. What is the
significance of those words today? The NRA
is having internal problems with the board
and about spending money – where have we
seen this before?
The NRA is also under attack by the
governor of New York and his attorney general. If you did not already know it, Governor Andrew Cuomo hates gun owners! He
also hates Christians and conservatives (he
said so himself) and declared that they have
no place in New York.
So, what do we do about it? Roll
over and die? I’m sorry but that’s not the
way I roll (pun intended)!
We have a Democratic party that for
the most part is turning socialistic and the
Republican Party seems to be sitting back,
not answering the call and appears to be fragmented (look how many do not support the
President). The President is an outsider. He
does not “owe” people in politics a lot of
favors so he cannot be controlled that way.
Despite not being one of the “good old boys”
he has more public support than most of
them.
Perhaps it’s the news media that is
not brining the whole story of both parties to
the light of day so we can all see what is going on – most of us are sick and tired of
“their” spin and would like the news straight
up. The media is out to sell stories and ad-

vertising. That’s how they make their money
and stay in business. Both sides of the media
put out a headline to catch our attention regardless of what the underlying story is –
human nature.
What can we do? We as 2nd
Amendment organizations need to support
one another as much as possible in any way
possible – we are all in this together and we
must stick together. Yes, we have differences. We always will, but fundamentally we
are all fighting for the same thing: to stop the
encroachment on our God-given rights – the
“Right to keep and bear arms”. The government did not give these rights to us. We already had them and the 2nd Amendment
merely affirms this right and is a restriction
on government not to infringe upon them.
Give what you can to the NRA and
other organizations including our own. Call
your NRA reps and tell them what you think
and why. If you feel the that the executive
vice president needs to go, tell them why. If
you are a voting member of the NRA, know
your board members and vote for those that
will do the right thing. These organizations
represent you and me. We need to speak up
or things will not change for the better.
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“Nobody made a
greater mistake
than he who did
nothing because
he could do only
a little.“
Edmund Burke
A well Regulated
Militia, being necessary to the security
of a free state, the
right of the People
to keep
and bear arms,
shall not be
infringed.
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address label for
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With this newsletter your expiration date is
included on the address label. It will save SCOPE
time and money if you can renew your membership a
month or two before your membership is due to expire.
You can use the membership application in
the newsletter or go online to www.Scopeny2A.org
to renew.
Thank you

Renew your membership today!

SCOPE-PAC
Political Action Committee
Effectively defending the 2nd Amendment requires us to go on the
offensive. We cannot wait, unprepared, for the next assault from the
radical left. Although we may have a friend in the White House,
Cuomo and the radical left still reside in Albany.
SCOPE Inc. works to educate the public and influence legislation
while SCOPE-PAC is a separate, all volunteer organization and can
provide direct financial support to candidates and promote legislation
safeguarding the 2nd Amendment. Money is the “Mother’s Milk” of
politics.
Politicians and candidates look at each individual and organization in
terms of can they help, can they hurt me or do they matter at all. We
can help candidates in a number of ways but the most effective is with
money, that’s where SCOPE PAC comes in and where each individual
gun owner can help. There is estimated to be about 4 million gun owners in New York and if all those gun owners just donated a dollar each
month we would have millions to work with. All we are asking is that
you, our members and other gun owners donate at least that much to
SCOPE PAC. It’s not a lot to ask, so please help.
The time to begin building up cash reserves for that election cycle is
now, when smaller donations given over time can mount up into a significant amount and will make a difference. Please consider making a
donation now, no matter how small, to SCOPE-PAC and again whenever you can afford to support the 2nd Amendment

SCOPE-PAC
P.O. Box 12711
Rochester, NY 14612
Or online at:
www.SCOPEPAC.com
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2020 - THE MOST
IMPORTANT
ELECTION
By Tom Reynolds, Treasurer
and Past President
We often hear that a coming
election is the most important in our
lifetime. Like so many phrases, it’s
used so much that it loses its impact.
But with hindsight, we can see how
many of the elections have increased
importance because of the results of
previous elections. Unfortunately,
the good guys didn’t win them all.
We did win some at critical points in
our history.
Just in our lifetime: what would the
United States be like if Jimmy Carter
had defeated Ronald Reagan in
1980?; what would this country be
like if Newt Gingrich and the
“Contract With America” had not
taken control of the House of Representatives, stopping Clinton’s leftward tilt? Can you imagine, except in
our nightmares, the destruction a
‘President’ Hillary Clinton would
have wreaked on America?
bviously, the above instances were important because we
had to stop something dangerous to
our national well-being from continuing or happening. That is why I believe the 2020 election will be the
most important of our lifetime, supplanting the 2016 election in that position. Something much more dangerous will happen if we lose.
We saw what happened in
the USA when Barack Obama came
to power in 2008, along with a liberal

Congress. We’ve seen this year what
happened when the far-left gained
complete political power in New
York State. We’ve also seen this year
the obstructionism and just plain craziness when liberals won the House;
the people in power there seem to
hate the United States and all it stands
for. Worse, they hate our President
with a rage that is incredible.
In all three instances, traditional constitutional, moral and religious values
were trashed as they took what they
believed was their opportunity to fundamentally change our nation and our
state.
Think what will happen to
the 2nd Amendment if any of the farleft presidential candidates were to
become President. Even if one of
them proclaimed their love for the 2nd
Amendment during their campaign,
once elected, they would be surrounded by people that have made
destroying the 2nd Amendment as
well as so many other freedoms loved
by this country a centerpiece of their
political careers.
Need an example of a politician who dramatically changed colors
on the 2nd Amendment? Kristen Gillibrand. Oh wait, isn’t she running
for President? Or at least she was as I
wrote this.
Congressional candidates
may make convincing statements
about their love for the 2nd amendment – again, while campaigning –
but once in office the liberal leadership in the House will quickly cause a
change in position.
It is difficult to imagine any
of the far-left candidates speaking at
the NRA national convention, as
President Trump has done. We can’t

Please check your email for renewal reminders.
If you have an email address listed with SCOPE,
your renewal reminder will now come via email.
Please check your email for renewal reminders.

blame them for that; who wants to be
booed?
The difference in values
between President Trump and all his
potential opponents is absolutely
clear. Unfortunately, the difference
between many other Republicans and
their Democratic opponents is less
clear. (The term RINO comes to
mind.) This fuzziness makes it more
difficult to inspire hesitant potential
voters to get out and vote for “The
Lesser of Two Evils”. The fuzziness
also makes it difficult for those of us
who always vote to become more
active in politics. (My own Congressman has made a career of being
the “Lesser of Two Evils”.)
If we are to save the 2nd
Amendment (and probably the Constitution) it will require a multi-year
effort.
For the next seventeen
months, we need to work to regain
control of the House and keep control
of the Senate and the Presidency at
the federal level. Once that is accomplished, we need to organize and
‘primary’ out of office the RINO’s,
both federally and in this state.
It’s a big task in front of us
that will require toil, time and money.
Thankfully, we have the far-left leadership helping us to inspire people to
vote against them. It’s not a sin to
vote against someone who is out to
destroy all our traditions and values.
To quote Winston Churchill,
“When the eagles are silent, the parrots begin to jabber.” We must
‘stiffen our upper lips’ and get serious
or lose everything.
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Trump-Ing The
Federal Courts
By Nelson Prince
AMAC Magazine
Vol 13 Issue 2
On February 13, 2016, the
American people awoke to the unfortunate news that 79-year-old Justice
Antonin Scalia unexpectedly passed
away while on a hunting trip in
Texas. A stalwart conservative, celebrated for his sharp legal mind and
unfailing sense of humor, Justice
Scalia left a lasting and indelible
mark on the Supreme Court for generations to come. However, as the
2016 Presidential Election entered its
final stages, and as the American
people prepared to elect a new president, the legacy and future of the
Supreme Court became a major focal
point of the 2016 election.
Then-candidate Trump, for
the first time in US Presidential election history, produced a list of names
he would pick from in nominating a
replacement to the late, great Antonin
Scalia. Concurrently, then-President
Barack Obama nominated DC Circuit
Judge Merrick Garland to fill Justice
Scalia’s vacancy. Following Judge
Garland’s nomination, and the release
of President Trump’s list of potential
picks to fill the spot on the Supreme
Court, the Supreme Court was on the
2016 Presidential ballot just as much
as Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton.
We all remember President
Trump’s historic upset on November
8, 2016. Even more importantly we
remember that President Trump kept
his promise to nominate and confirm
a judge from the list he released during the campaign. Eleven days after
his inauguration, President Trump
kept his promise and nominated Justice Neil Gorsuch of the 10th Circuit
to fill Justice Scalia’s vacancy. Following complete Democratic obstinacy to his nomination, Senate Republicans invoked the ‘Nuclear Option’ to end filibusters for Supreme

Court nominees, and Justice Gorsuch
was confirmed to the High Court by a
vote of 54-45.
Just a few months later, Justice Anthony Kennedy shocked the
world when he announced that he
would retire from the Supreme Court
after 30 years of service. President
Trump, yet again, delivered on his
2016 campaign promise to nominate
a qualified replacement from the
aforementioned list. On July 9, 2018,
President Trump nominated DC Circuit Judge Brett Kavanaugh to replace Justice Anthony Kennedy. Following a tumultuous confirmation
process (to put it nicely) Justice
Kavanaugh was confirmed to the
Court on October 6, 2018 by a vote
of 50-48.
While the Supreme Court
has occupied the public mind for the
last two years of the Trump Presidency, many Americans are unaware
of how much President Trump has
done to restore the Judicial Branch to
its rightful place as a co-equal branch
of government. President Trump has
nominated and appointed several
Constitutionalist judges at every level
of the Federal Judiciary, from the
High Court, to the circuit courts, to
the district courts, to the military
courts, to the tax courts. As Washington, DC embroils itself in controversy
after controversy, President Trump
continues to nominate, and Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) continues
to confirm dozens of judges who are
committed to the Constitution and
rule of law.
At the end of the first two
years of the Trump administration,
President Trump has nominated, and
Leader McConnell has confirmed 92
judges across the federal judiciary,
including two Supreme Court Justices, 30 Circuit Court judges, 53
District Court judges, and several
other administrative and military
judges. In fact, President Trump has
far outpaced any of his other predecessors in nominating judges to the
federal circuit courts. Think about

this, five of the country’s 12 Circuit
Courts are now occupied by more
than 25-percent of Trump appointed
Judges - twenty-five percent.
Most recently, on January
23, 2019, President Trump renominated 51 old judicial nominations from the previous Congress –
including two nominations to the
notoriously “liberal” Ninth Circuit
Court. With Republicans in firm
control of the Senate, and with President Trump eyeing the 140+ vacancies still remaining at all levels of the
federal judiciary, we can expect both
the President and the Senate to continue their tireless work on restoring
the Judiciary to its equal, constitutional footing with the other branches
of government.
As we head into the 2020
election cycle, it’s anyone’s guess as
to what will happen. But, one thing is
certain; President Trump will leave a
lasting imprint on the Federal Judiciary for generations to come. With
strong, dedicated, and Constitutionally-minded judges on every bench in
the United States, President Trump
will be remembered for his commitment to the Constitution and a return
to the rule of law.
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Liberals are not
Constitutionalists
Budd Schroeder
There is usually turmoil in
politics. In America, the parties are
the Republican and Democratic parties and the differences are mostly
between the conservatives and the
liberals. Generally speaking, the Republicans are conservative. The Democrats are considered to be liberals,
or as they prefer to call themselves,
“progressives.”
The differences should be
simple, but with so many people involved, there are different concepts of
those definitions and with it comes
complexity. The conservatives usually start out with their desire for
smaller government, lower taxes,
more individual rights and adherence
to the Constitution.
The liberals are focused
more on bigger government and
higher taxes to pay for more social
programs and giveaways. They like
the people to be treated more equally
and are willing to pass laws to ensure
that there is more “fairness” in the
society.
The liberals want income to
be shared so that all can have similar
benefits. They want government to
provide free health care and education, including college. They want to
have more equality in wages, disregarding the willingness to work and
the types of jobs.
The conservatives have different perspectives and think that people should bear the responsibility for
their status and future. They believe
that hard work and effort should result
in higher compensation than those
who are willing to slide along expending minimum effort and talent. They
believe that the harder they work the
higher their wages should be.
The conservatives generally
believe the Constitution says what it
means and means what it says. The
liberals tend to think of it as a living
document and there should be

changes at their whims. There is usually conflict between those involved
making decisions and laws.
The Declaration of Independence defines rights as “endowed
by our Creator” and provide for life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Seems simple to grasp, but the
“pursuit of happiness” can be very
subjective. What makes one person
happy might be very annoying or objectionable to another person.
The right to life can be subjective depending on viewpoint. This
is a real division when it comes to the
issue of abortion. Some want to prevent it under all conditions; some
consider exceptions for rape, incest or
to save the life of the mother. Some
put a time of the pregnancy as a limitation.
The liberals, in most cases,
want no restrictions at all and they
have passed laws in some states, like
New York and Virginia where viable
babies, up to birth, can be legally
aborted. One governor even thought
that the mother could decide after the
delivery whether she wanted to
“abort” the baby and end its life.
This is a very controversial
issue and will need another examination by the Supreme Court. Many
liberals are concerned about repealing
Roe v. Wade and it has become an
issue.
The First Amendment provides for the freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of religion
and the right to petition the government. The freedom of religion should
be a no-brainer. After all, the Pilgrims
came over because of a problem with
religious freedom in England.
However, some have tried to
pervert the words to “freedom from
religion.” There is the provision
about the separation of church and
state which is necessary to keep government out of the pulpits where the
politicians could require some adjustments in the sermons.
But, as the progressives got
more power there have been attacks
on religion by atheists and now we

don’t have prayers in public schools;
in many there is no mention or displays of religious holidays. Prayers
are no longer a part of a graduation
ceremony or athletic events. Religious displays like a Nativity Scene
aren’t allowed in public places at
Christmas time.
Some politicians want to end
the phrase “so help me, God” at the
end of swearing in ceremonies or in a
courtroom. This should be an issue in
any campaign. Next the atheists
might want to eliminate “in God we
trust” on money. Don’t worry, all
politicians want money regardless of
what is written on it.
The Second Amendment is
the one that has been the most controversial and it started in the south with
gun control. According to the Founding Fathers, the Second Amendment
was given its place of importance
because freedom was a huge motivating reason for the Revolution.
It started with “the shot
heard around the world” when in Lexington, the patriots gathered in protest
and faced the British Army. When
the general told them to “throw down
your arms,” somebody (nobody
knows who) squeezed the trigger and
the Revolution began.
The Amendment has the
phrase, “the right of the people to
keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.” However, politicians have
been very creative figuring ways to
legally infringe on the right. A common synonym for infringe is
‘’violate.” The violating keeps up
and there are politicians and liberals
who are suggesting that the Second
Amendment be repealed.
Looking at most of the Democrat candidates at the debates and
news events, the common denominator amongst them is a desire for more
gun control and gun confiscation.
They are serious.
The Founding Fathers were
forward thinking geniuses and they
were aware of what can happen in any
(Continued on page 7)
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Free Stuff – A Path
to Power
By Tom Reynolds
A popular saying has arisen
about the far left’s free giveaways,
“Mice don’t understand why the
cheese is free until it is too late”.
What does all this free stuff
have to do with the Constitution and
in particular the Second Amendment?
Power and control! Politicians giving
away stuff they label as “free” has
been a path to obtaining and keeping
power even before Franklin Roosevelt
made it into a science in the 1930s.
When the government gives
away something “free”, it always
comes with strings attached. Those
strings make the recipients into government puppets and the primary
string is forcing the recipient to agree
with and support government policies.
It is understood that, if the recipient
(Continued from page 6)

government. Power and money are
always a temptation and motivation
for ambitious people. Weapons have
always been symbols of power, and
the ones who had the best usually got
or retained power.
Some have claimed that the
amendment only refers to muskets
since that was the military weapon of
the time and therefore modern guns
are not covered. However, the
‘’assault weapons” they want to ban
are the modern version of the musket
of 1776. Using that rationale, the freedom of the press would be limited to
the screw press and the town crier.

does not go along with the government, the “free stuff” will end.
Put another way, the government powerful enough to give you
everything is also powerful enough to
take everything away.
Politicians love to define the
parameters of an issue in limited
terms and avoid looking at the bigger
picture effects; a view that might reveal problems with their plans. They
need the voters to focus narrowly on
only what the politicians want the
voters to focus. The results of this
bigger picture failure are called unintended consequences and these consequences can run far afield of just the
“free stuff”. Again, the “free stuff” is
only a path to power, it is not the goal
of the politician. Once in power, the
politician’s goal is to impose their
will in other areas, especially the far
left and their anti-Second amendment
laws.
Imagine if the far left were to
seize power in 2020 because they
were elected on a “free stuff” platform. Actually, you don’t have to
imagine what would happen. Look at
New York State as an example of one
party using unchecked powers over a
broad spectrum of issues. We are in
the sixth term for the liberal Cuomo's
that sandwich the three terms of
RINO Pataki and the disgraced Eliot
Spitzer. During these 30-something
years, the NY Senate was usually in
Republican hands and while they
were less than arduous in pursuing
conservative and constitutional goals,
they did serve to stop most – but not
all - of the craziness that was proposed by the NY City liberals. Now,
the voters have put the Senate, Assembly and Governorship all in the
far left hands, for whatever reason.
There is no stopping the craziness: a
2nd SAFE Act (check); liberalize

abortion (check); anti-business laws
(check); use government powers
against their opponents (check); free
stuff for illegal’s (check).
And if New York State isn’t
bad enough, California provides another example. Need I go on?
The far left response to
“Keep America Great” is “Vote for
me and get it free.” As Rush Limbaugh once asked, “How can you vote
against Santa Claus?”
Gun owners must educate
the public about politicians proposing
giveaways and explaining that these
are nothing more than a path to power
for those that oppose our traditional
American values and our 2nd Amendment rights. When debating against
the “free stuff” giveaways, it’s not
just the cost of these that make them
impossible – and the cost really does
make them impossible. Voters need
to understand the bigger picture; that
once the far left are in power, they
will do much more than just give
away “stuff”. They will impose their
deepest, darkest far left desires on the
people and one of their most cherished desires is to abolish the 2nd
Amendment.

With the results in on the November elections, the battleground to save
our Second Amendment Rights is now in the courts.
Court litigation is expensive and necessary and we need your help.
Please donate today to help us fight Cuomo in the courts.
You can donate using your credit card at: www.Scopeny2A.org
Or you can mail a check to: SCOPE, PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052
Please Donate Today
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California’s Instant
Background Check
Began July 1
By Don Smith
Wayne County Chair
The new California “Instant Background Check” system was part of
Proposition 63 passed by voters in
2016. It may set a standard for other
states and is actually more restrictive
than our unSAFE Act. Gun owners
should understand the key points as
NY may attempt to adopt similar tactics. Some legislators in NY also
want to register our long guns.
The purpose of the CA law
was to force ammo buyers to undergo
an "instant" background check each
time they buy a round, box, flat or
any amount of ammo. Two purchases
on the same day means two background checks. Recall the unSAFE
Act contains a similar provision but
has not yet been implemented. However, NY recently announced it was
closer to establishing the database
required to operate the system. Here's
how the California [CA] system
works:
CA handgun owners have
for many years received a “gun I.D.
#” with the purchase of a permitted
gun (handgun). Registration of long
guns began in 2014 and either type of
purchase lists them in the CA
"Automatic Firearm System" (AFS).
[Note that a convicted felon
is automatically disqualified from
buying ammo in CA]. If a qualified

buyer goes to a dealer for ammo, they
are not allowed to handle the ammo
prior to a background check and have
3 background check options:
1. “Instant Background
Check”- Only for residents listed in
the California "Automated Firearm
System" (AFS) (meaning they have
purchased a firearm from a CA
dealer). They pay $1 and can make an
ammo purchase if they pass the background check. They must also provide: name, address, telephone #,
drivers license #, type of ammo and
name of the sales person. This info is
maintained by CA. [Some claim it is
not a registration of ammo. If not,
then why require the ammo to be
listed ???]
2. Possibly millions in CA
have never purchased a gun but may
have one via inheritance etc. Thus,
they would not be on the AFS list.
They can apply for a “Certificate of
Eligibility” (COE) from the Department of Justice (DOJ). It costs about
$100 and may take 30 days to have
fingerprints checked and complete a
background check. If they pass, they
are then put into the AFS system and
are eligible for an Instant Background
Check in the future. Each ammo purchase thereafter costs $1 and also
requires all contact info with each
purchase.
3. If neither of these two
options are available to a resident,
then the third option is a direct dealer
transaction where they must pay $19
and expect at least a 10-day waiting
period for completion of a background check. The DOJ sends them a

transaction # so they can track the
progress of their background check.
If they pass the check then they have
30 days in which to make the ammo
purchase. This is a one-time purchase
and the process must be repeated for
future purchases unless they decide to
purchase a gun and become listed in
the AFS or apply for a COE. They
must also supply the same contact
information as in #1 or #2.
I assume the NY system will
be linked to our drivers’ licenses like
CA. Some say it is now. A NY gun
owners I.D. card could also be required.
The CA bill was meant to
simply require an instant background
check for ammo purchases. However,
the CA DOJ has expanded the requirements to include additional fees,
waiting periods and transaction
(tracking) #s with no legislative authorization. This could occur in NY.
Non-CA residents can no
longer purchase ammo in CA unless
they apply for a COE.
Residents of CA can no
longer purchase ammo out of state
directly from a dealer. The out-ofstate dealer is required to deliver it to
a CA dealer. The resident obtains the
ammo from the CA dealer after passing a background check.
However, a nonresident can
legally bring ammo into CA and give
it away but cannot sell it. I suspect
the ammo black market in CA should
do quite well.

Have you Moved?
If you have moved, please send us your new address so we can update our files.

Have you changed your Email?
Sending us your email address does two things:
It allows us to get information to you quickly
It saves on mailing costs. Please email updates to:
sue.scopeny@gmail.com or mail to -PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052
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Rome, U.S.A., Free
Stuff and the 2nd.
Amendment
Tom Reynolds
S.C.O.P.E. Treasurer
I recently saw some interesting information about ancient Rome
and politicians that offered “free
stuff” and where the giveaways eventually ended up.
In 136 BC, Tiberius Gracchus redistributed land to the landless
(Income redistribution and social
justice Roman style). He limited the
amount of land one could own to 310
acres. (Government deciding someone is too wealthy). He was killed by
political enemies.
In 123 BC, Tiberius’ brother
Gaius tried implementing his
brother’s plans and found that many
of those given free land couldn’t actually farm! (Imagine that!) To correct
a government program that did not
work, the government instituted another program of subsidized grain for
all. (A bit like subsidizing college
loans and then proposing to forgive
the loan because people took out too
much!) Gaius was also killed by political enemies.
In 100 BC, the grain pro-

gram was expanded in exchange for
votes. (Gasp! Buying votes. It’s a
good thing that could never happen in
the U.S.A.!)
In 62 BC, Lucius Catiline,
promised his “Clean Slates” program
which would eliminate all debt and
let people start over again. (The Roman version of Bernie Sanders.) He
was also charged, but not convicted,
of adultery with a Vestal Virgin.
(Who does that remind me of…
hmmm?) When he lost an election,
he tried to seize power and was
killed.
In 59 BC, Publius Clodius
Pulcher granted free grain to all free
citizens and - who could have
guessed - the mobs of unemployed in
Rome grew larger and larger. (Who
could have foreseen that some people
would rather get “free stuff” than
work.) Publius was also tried on
charges of incest – but the fix was in
for acquittal. Publius Clodius was
killed by his political enemies.
(Tiberius, Gaius, Lucius and
Publius could definitely have used
laws against sword ownership! Could
their last thoughts have been wishing
they had licensed swords and put
limits on a sword’s length -capacity?)
Julius Caesar, passed his
own land redistribution law, which
helped get him elected to a succession

of offices as well as to his dictatorship. He was assassinated in 44 BC.
(Like today’s London Mayor, Caesar
needed laws against knife ownership!)
Because Rome didn’t have
laws prohibiting swords, demagogues
could be stopped. (Not so good for
demagogues, of course.)
Our Founding Fathers were
well acquainted with history, especially Roman history, which is why
they created the 2nd Amendment for
protection against government tyranny. (Deer hunting was okay with
the Founding Fathers, too.)
The Roman far-left created a
dependency class in Rome that could
be manipulated for political purposes.
It started with promises of “free stuff”
and it ended in death and tyranny. Is
it possible that today’s far left sees
some parallel between the killing of
Roman demagogues and wanting
limits on magazine capacity?

www.SCOPEny2A.org
Members, you can access your ‘Member Profile’ on our
website. Having access to your profile allows you to update
your personal information anytime including your address,
email address and a host of other information. With a click
of your mouse, you can receive your Firing Lines right to
your email. You get news faster, and SCOPE puts more
money towards fighting for your second amendment rights.
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SCOPE Member Clubs
The following are clubs that
are members of SCOPE. If you plan
to join a club, please try to join one
that is a SCOPE member. If your
club would like to become a SCOPE
club member please give SCOPE a
call or drop us an E-mail.
ABATE of NY Ontario Chapter
Adirondack Federation of Sports Clubs
Alabama Hunt Club
Allied Sportsmen of WNY
Almond Rod & Gun Club
Bailey Mountain Fish & Game Club
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club
Barre Sportsmens Club
Barrington Rifle Club
Batavia Rod & Gun Club
Bergen Rod & gun Club
Bison City Rod & Gun Club
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club
Branchport Rod & Gun Club
Bridgeport Rod & Gun Club
Broome County Sportsmen's Assoc.
Buckhorn Sportsmens Club
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club
Busti Trap & Skeet Club
Camden Rod & Gun Club
Canajoharie Forest Fish & Game Club
Canandaigua Lake Duck Hunters
Canandaigua Sportsman's Club
Canisteo Rod & Gun Club
Cayuga County Sportsmen's Assoc.
Chemung County Fed of Sportsmen
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club
Clarence Shooting Club,
Community Conservation Club
Conservation Club of Brockport
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club
Deer Search of WNY
Deerfield Fish & Game Club
Delchenango Rod & Gun Club
Depew Rod & Gun Club
Dunham's Bay Fish & Game Club
Dutchess County Sportsman Association
Eden-North Collins Gun Club
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club
Essex County Fish & Game League
Federated Sportsman's Club of
Cattaraugus County
Franklinville Conservation Club
Genesee Co. Fish &
Game Protective Assoc,
Genesee/Wyoming
Pheasants Forever #843
Glen-Coe Conservation Society,
Gorham Coon Hunters
Gouverneur Rod & Gun Club

Gowanda Rifle Club
Grand Island Rod & Gun Club,
Greenway Verona Mills
Fish & Game Club
Guide Step Sportsmen Club
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club
Harder O'Donnell Post 734
American Legion
Helderberg Rod & Gun Club
Hidden Valley Lodge
Hoisingtons NY Ranging Co. 1776
Holland Rod & Gun Club
Holley Rod & Gun Club
Honeoye Fish & Game Club
Hornell Sportsman Club
Hudson Valley Sportsmen's Association
Ilion Fish & Game Club
Indian Lake/Blue Mtn.
Fish & Game Assoc
Irondequoit Bay Fish & Game Club
Junior Wilson Sportsmen Club
Lackawanna Conservation
Lima Gun Club
Lime Lake Sportsman's Club
Lodi Rod & Gun Club
Long Lake Fish & Game Club
Lyons Rod & Gun Club
Mendon Conservation League
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club
Middlesex Conservation Club
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club,
Millport Hunting & Fishing Club
Mt Morris Sportsman's Club,
Nassau Sportsmen's Club
Neighbors Gun Club
New Paltz Rod & Gun Club,
Newark Rod & Gun Club
Newfield Rod & Gun Club,
North Star Sportsman's Club,
Northern Chautauqua Rifle & Pistol Club
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club,
Northwoods Sportsmen Association
NY Houndsmen
Conservation Association
Oakfield Rod & Gun Club
Oatka Fish & Game Club,
Olean Rod & Gun Club,
Ontario Rod & Gun Club,
Outlet Rod & Gun Club,
Oxford Rod & Gun Club
Painted Post Field & Stream Club
Pearl River Gun Club,
Randolph Rod & Gun Club,
Red Creek Conservation Club,
Ripley Rod & Gun Club
Rochester Brooks Gun Club
Rochester Rifle Club
Rod & Gun Club of Conesville
Roslyn Rifle & Revolver Club
Rushford Lake Conservation Club
Sara Spa Rod & Gun Club

Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club
Scio Rod & Gun Club
Seneca Co. Fed of Sportsmen's Clubs
Shawangunk Fish & Game Association
Shortsville Rod & Gun Club
Sons of American Legion Squadron 734
South Bristol Fish & Game Association,
Sportsmans Coon Hunters Association
Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park
Springville Field & Stream Club,
Square Deal Sportsmen,
Stamford Rod & Gun Club,
Steuben Co. Federation
of Conservation Clubs
Syracuse Pistol Club
Tonawandas Sportsmens Club
Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club
Tupper Lake Sportsmens Club
Twin City Shooting Club
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club,
West Falls Conservation Society
Westfield Fish & Game Club,
Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club,
Williamson Conservation
& Sporting Club
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club
Wyoming County Conservation
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation
Yates Carlton Lakeshore Sportsman Club
Yates County Sportsmens Association

Contact
SCOPE to
become one
of our
member
clubs.
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SCOPE Business
Associate Members
The following are
business members of SCOPE.
If your business would like to
become a SCOPE business
member please fill out the
application below.
AM PM Bail Bonds
PO Box 357
Riverhead, NY, 11901
631-369-5980
AR Pierrepont Co., Inc
154 Berkeley St
Rochester, NY, 14607-3003
585-473-3225
Armor Risk Management Inc
2550 Rt 9W
Ravena, NY, 12143
518-756-7380
Assoc. of Former NYS
Troopers, Inc
PO Box 362
Hamlin, NY, 14464-0362
585-964-3317
B&B Repair Service Inc.
14 Second Street
Canisteo, NY, 14823
607-698-2876
B.D. Enterprises
4514 Saeli Rd
Savannah, NY, 13146
315-754-6335

B.S. & Bullets
7663 Farrington Rd
Cherry Creek, NY, 14723
716-296-5411
Barcelona Market, Inc.
8246 Route 5
Westfield, NY, 14787
716-326-4500
Batavia Marine & Sporting
Supplies
411 West Main St
Batavia, NY, 14020
585-343-4131
Bath Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
PO Box 764
Bath, NY, 14810
607-776-3758
Beecroft's LLC
11106 Rt 40
Schaghticoke, NY, 12154
518-753-4402
Bill Fox & Son Construction
& Remodeling
9346 South Street Rd
LeRoy, NY, 14482
585-356-4992
Bonded Collection Services
PO Box 305
Fairport, NY, 14450
585-223-7357
Brocton Arch Antiques
221 East Main Street

Brocton, NY, 14716
716-792-4635

Cobleskill, NY, 12043
518-234-2121

BS Recreational Farm
8384 State Park Rd
Three Mile Bay, NY, 13693
315-649-3424

G. Chipman Insurance
Agency, Inc.
360 Grant Ave. Rd.
Auburn, NY, 13021
315-252-8541

Buck-N-Bears Gun Shop
2200 State Rt 104
Parish, NY, 13131
315-963-8270
Bullseye Shooters Supply
453 S. Hamilton St
Painted Post, NY, 14870
607-962-1100
Cast Away Charters & Guide
Service
12 Hummingbird Rd
Coudersport, PA, 16915
716-560-9216
Dick Ferraioli/Guilderland
Pump
6230 Hawes Rd
Altamont, NY, 12009
518-861-8733
Dick's Country Store Gun
City & Music Oasis
7429 Rt 11
Churubusco, NY, 12923
518-497-3253

Gene Swanson Auto Repair
4417 Chautauqua Blvd.
Lakewood, NY, 14750
716-763-0961
Golden Coin Laundry
582 East Main Street
Batavia, NY, 14029
585-344-0040
Harold's Welding Shop
1164 E. Swamp Rd
Penn Yan, NY, 14527
585-554-5178
Harv's Harley Davidson, Inc.
3120 Kittering Rd
Macedon, NY, 14502
585-377-0711
Legal Shield/ ID Shield
PO Box 364
Ransomville, NY, 14131
716-863-6577

Fire Mark Insurance Agency,
Inc.
PO Box 393

(Continued on page 13)

SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC)
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052
Business Associate Membership Application
Date of Application___________________ Donation, Annual $50_________ Annual Sponsor $250__________
Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________
Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________
State___________ Zip__________ Fax _______________________________________________________________
Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________
Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________
Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________
Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________
(Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible)
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Oneida Electrical
Contractors, Inc.
5630 Horatio St
Utica, NY, 13502
315-733-1311
Oyster Bay Insurance
27 Pine Hollow Rd
Oyster Bay, NY, 11771
516-992-9131
Point Pleasant Fireman's
Assoc. Inc
55 Ewer Ave,
Rochester, NY, 14622
585-323-2030

Marion, NY, 14505
585-506-2978
The Custom Shop
3712 main Street
Walworth, NY, 14568
3115-986-1717
The Firing Pin LLC
8240 Buffalo Rd
Bergen, NY, 14416
585-494-0333
Thunderbird Arms
714 Broadway
Darien Center, NY, 14040
716-238-3279

Precision Armament Div of
PM Research Inc.
4110 Niles Hill Rd
Wellsville, NY, 14895
585-593-4675

Tilton Sears, FFL
11000 Salter Rd.
North Rose, NY, 14516
315-587-9716

Rick's Septic Services
PO Box 2
Canandaigua, NY, 14424
585-797-8346

Turnbull Restoration Co., Inc.
6680 Routes 5 & 20
Bloomfield, NY, 14469
585-657-6338

RJK Guns & Stuff
868 Hyde Street
Whitney Point, NY, 13862
607-692-3346

Village Restaurant
5447 East Lake Rd.
Dewittville, NY,
14728
716-753-5151

S&B Products, Inc.
PO Box 145
Munnsville, NY, 13409
315-363-3710
S&S Auto Body, Ken-Ton
321 Englewood Ave
Buffalo, NY, 14223-2819
716-834-0183

Vincent's Heating &
Fuel Service LLC
PO Box 625
Poland, NY, 13431
315-826-3864

Wallkill River Small Arms,
LLC
2332 Route 300
Wallkill, NY, 12589
844-308-GUNS

Advertising
in

Walton's Service Center
1634 Rt 54
Penn Yan, NY, 14527
315-536-6928

FIRING
LINES

Williamson Hardware
PO Box 163
Williamson, NY, 14589
315-589-4011

If you would
like
to advertise
E-mail SCOPE
We will be
happy
to assist you in
composing and
placing an ad

WNY Synthetics/AMSOIL
3238 Lockport Rd
Sanborn, NY, 14132
716-207-3705
York Penn Shows
PO Box 9340
Frewsburg, NY, 14738
716-569-6810

Email:
sue.scopeny
@gmail.com
Web site:
SCOPEny2A
.org

Sardinia Mini Storage
PO Box 158
Sardinia, NY, 14134
716-807-9963
Seneca Gun Sports
4705 Rt 14
Rock Stream, NY, 14878
607-243-7243
Shoff Farms
2296 Haven Corners Rd
PennYan, NY, 14527
315-694-8600
Strong Side Defensive
Firearms Training
5316 Franklin Rd

Mail to: SCOPE Membership, PO Box 165 East Aurora NY 14052
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Legislative
Breakfast Shows
A Disconnect
by Steve Piatt
(Opinion piece published in New
York Outdoor News, Vol 15, No. 09,
May 3, 2019)
The invitation came via email, and I
immediately chuckled.
Then I got angry.
It was an invitation to attend
the New York Legislative Sportsmen's Caucus Annual SportsmanLegislator Breakfast in Albany.
On May 1.
The lawmakers apparently
are unaware that May 1 is the opening
day of the state's spring gobbler season, and generally regarded as a big
deal for many sportsmen, including
myself.
And these are the folks who
are supposedly in our corner - as the
invitation stated, a bipartisan "group
of state legislators united to protect
and advance our time-honored sporting traditions in the Empire State."
They've been around now for
15 years, so let's look at their track
record of "advancing" hunting and
fishing in New York state.
Sure, it was a major victory
a few years back when the state lowered its minimum hunting age for big
game with a firearm from 16 to
14. Let's keep in mind, however, that
this improved regulation remains the
most restrictive in the country.
Crossbows are now allowed
during a portion of the regular archery
season, but lawmakers have been
unable to "advance" legislation that
would expand it into the entire archery season, notably for seniors and
physically challenged hunters.
Environmental conservation
officers and forest rangers are generally regarded as operating shortstaffed. The state's fish hatchery system - which has, in fact, seen millions
of dollars funneled into much-needed

upgrades - needs further work, especially at the Salmon River hatchery,
where water problems persist.
Do we really need to mention the SAFE Act and other gun restrictions passed by the Legislature
this year? Or the proposal to shutter
the state's last remaining pheasantrearing facility?
Thanks, for the breakfast
invitation, folks. But wouldn't it be
more productive to invite some of
your downstate, Democratic colleagues and educate them as to the
importance of hunting and fishing
New York, our traditions, and the
economic impact our sports provide?
That's what the breakfast
agenda is offering: an opportunity to
outline the positive impacts hunting
and fishing provide in New York state
and "the role our sporting traditions
play in providing critical conservation
dollars" through the American system
of conservation funding for the DEC.
I already know that, and I
don't need to drive to Albany on the
opening day of the spring gobbler
season to hear state lawmakers outline all that and use those time-worn
phrases like "I pledge to you" and
"working together" and "our great
pastimes."
Thanks, but instead I'll
"advance" hunting in New York state
by taking afield a youngster or newbie hunter who may not otherwise
have a pathway to the sport. They
may even harvest their first-ever gobbler.
If they do, we'll go to the
local diner for breakfast.
spiatt@outdoornews.com
************

Court Ruling
Doesn't Denounce
S.A.F.E. Act
by Steve Piatt
(Opinion piece published in New
York Outdoor News, Vol 15, No 10,

May 17, 2019)
A western New York man
convicted under the SAFE Act has
seen that conviction overturned by the
New York State Supreme Court.
The ruling, however, wasn't
an indictment of the SAFE Act itself;
the court instead ruled that the nowformer New York State Attorney
General Eric Schneiderman had no
jurisdiction to handle the case.
Benjamin Wassel of Silver
Creek (Chautauqua County) had been
charged with selling an AR-15, an
AR-10, ammunition and magazines
shortly after the January 2013 passage
of the SAFE Act. In May of 2014 he
was convicted in Chautauqua County
Court of third-degree criminal possession of a firearm and two counts of
third-degree criminal sale of a firearm. He was sentenced to probation
and fined $375.
His attorney, James Ostrowski, says the felony charges
against Wassell will be wiped off his
record. The widely criticized SAFE
Act, however, lives on. While the
state Supreme Court ruled that the
attorney general can prosecute a case
"only on request of the head of a department, authority, division or
agency of the state." That request
was not made, the court ruled.
The same five-judge panel
didn't address Ostrowski's contention
that the SAFE Act is unconstitutional,
among other arguments."In light of
our determination, we do not address
defendant's remaining contentions,"
the court wrote.
Wassell's sale of the firearms
to an undercover officer came just
days after the late-night, rapid fire
passage of the SAFE Act by the state
Legislature. Wassell, a Marine veteran who served twice in Iraq, said he
was unaware of the new law.
But the SAFE Act remains
intact, and the Wassell ruling serves
as more of an individual victory than
one that puts a nail in the coffin of the
SAFE Act. The ongoing court battles
(Continued on page 15)
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“Operation Fast
and Furious”:
Obama’s Gun
Scandal
By Harold Moskowitz
President Obama misused
the power of his office to create conditions for justifying increased Second Amendment restrictions. From
October 2009-2011, the Phoenix Field
Division of the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(ATF) facilitated illegal gun sales to
Mexican drug cartels. In fact, the
government began instructing gun
shop owners to break the law by selling firearms to suspected criminals.
Dozens of AK-47 style rifles were
bought during each transaction.
Agents involved were ordered not to
intercept the smugglers before the
weapons crossed the border. Some of
these weapons were paid for with
taxpayer money.
After purchase,
ATF agents sold the weapons to
“straw men” for resale to the smug(Continued from page 14)

- as well as some long-shot legislative
efforts - to overturn or repeal the
SAFE Act will undoubtedly continue.
******
As we count down the days
to the end of the legislative session in
Albany, sportsmen and gun owners
are keeping a close eye on several
bills that are, at last check, thankfully
stalled in committee. Among them
are a proposal to end the pheasantrearing program in New York, and
another that threatens the popular
Scholastic Clay Target League. Bottom line: we're going to breathe a sigh
of relief when this session comes to a
close.
Original article shortened for
brevity

spiatt@outdoornews.com

glers.
The scandal only surfaced
because two of the illegally sold rifles
had been used in the murder of Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry (Dec.,
2010.) Three ATF agents became
“whistle blowers” and testified before
Darrell Issa’s (R-CA) House Oversight Committee. The agents told of
being forced by supervisors to let
waves of guns pass to Mexican cartels. As the story threaten to involve
key Obama officials such as Attorney
General Eric Holder, the Department
of Justice (DOJ)’s excuse was that it
was all part of an “investigation” into
where Mexican drug cartels were
active and that agents “lost track of
some of the firearms.”
As agent John Dodson told
the committee: “I cannot but think of
how the risk of letting guns fall into
the hands of known criminals could
possibly advance any legitimate law
enforcement interest.” A DOJ Inspector General report indicated that
hundreds of the untracked guns were
later used in the U.S. and Mexico.
Documents were eventually released
to both Issa’s committee and Charles
Grassley’s (R-IA) Senate Judiciary
Committee despite “stonewalling.” In
June, 2012, when El Chapo Guzman
was arrested, agents found a Barrett .50 caliber rifle linked to Fast and
Furious. A total of 34 Barrett .50’s
had been “exported” by the ATF.
There was eventual confirmation that
the murder of “ICE” agent Jaime Zapata in 2011 was directly linked to
ATF gun trafficking. In the U.S., one
of the untracked weapons was in the
hands of Nadir Soofi. He was one of
two Muslim terrorists who tried to
shoot up anti-Islamic Jihad activist
Pamela Geller’s “Draw Mohammed”
contest in 2015.
In June, 2012, Eric Holder
became the first Attorney General to
be declared in contempt of Congress.
This step was taken after Holder refused for months to turn over subpoenaed documents related to ATF gun
trafficking. By the time of Holder’s
contempt of Congress vote, at least

300 Mexicans had already been murdered or wounded by Obama’s gun
scandal weapons. In addition, agents
Terry and Zapata had been murdered
in the line of duty with those AD-47
style rifles. The DOJ Inspector General also reported that a total of 2000
semi-automatic weapons had been
illegally transferred to criminals.
Massive amounts of evidence indicated that Holder’s
“investigation” was actually a criminal operation aimed at blaming the
Second Amendment for violence in
the U.S. and Mexico. Congressional
investigators found the operation was
intended to push forward the gun control agenda. The scheme only failed
because of three courageous ATF
agents with consciences.
In June, 2017, the investigating Congressional committees released an incriminating report regarding the Obama administration’s scandal and its attempted cover up.
Obama had tried to claim executive
privilege to deny Congress access to
related documents even though he
denied having been personally involved in the scandal. A federal
judge forced the release of more than
20,000 pages of emails and memos
previously denied by Obama to Congress.
The documents revealed that
top Obama officials deliberately obstructed the Congressional probe into
Fast and Furious. Internal documents
confirmed ATF agent John Dodson’s
Congressional testimony regarding
the total lack of attempt to track the
firearms after they left the U.S. The
real goal was to hopefully create a
crisis of gun violence requiring a
crackdown on firearms in the U.S.
Operation Fast and Furious
has a “political angle.” Emails gotten
by C.B.S. News in 2011 showed ATF
officials discussing the operation to
push through a regulation requiring
gun shops to report the sale of multiple rifles or “long guns.” ATF allowed certain gun shops to make un(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

desirable sales to dangerous people
to use those sales as justification for
new reporting requirements. At the
same time, the mass media dutifully
carried “news stories” about how
loose U.S. gun laws lead to shootings in Mexico. In August, 2011, the
Obama administration instituted new
reporting requirements for the southern border states.
As Ian Tuttle of the National Review expressed it: Under
Operation Fast and Furious, the U.S.
government became a de facto illegal
arms dealer to Mexican drug cartels

and Islamic criminals.” Obama and
Holder oversaw this scandal while
they lectured to the nation about the
need for more gun control. Apparently, for the Progressive Left’s goal
of severely weakening, if not outright destroying, the Second Amendment, “the end justifies the means.”
That reality should never be lost
sight of when voting on any Election
Day. We must always look beyond
the deliberately moderate/centralsounding campaign rhetoric of candidates. This is especially true for
candidates claiming to be staunch
defenders of the Second Amendment

before reminding us of the need for
some “common sense” gun control
measures.
One opinion is that Obama
and Holder were both guilty of Congressional oversight obstruction regarding the investigation of Fast and
Furious and that both have blood on
their hands from their illegal gun
trafficking. One fact we can state is
that both have walked away from
their unconscionable scandal unscathed to this day!

Please consider donating to the S.C.O.P.E., Inc.
Legal Defense Fund
We still have much to battle Albany over, and as you well know it takes money to do this!
This battle with Albany and the NY (UN)S.A.F.E. Act will be going on for the foreseeable future. Perhaps the action that N.Y.S.R.P.A. is undertaking against NYC will have a benefit for all of us, but we do not
yet know. We must to be ready to fight, or assist others, in court.
We need to fight the socialist politicians on all fronts!
Send your donations to: S.C.O.P.E., Inc.
Attn: Legal Defense Fund
PO Box 165
East Aurora, NY 14052

SCOPE Business Associate Membership
Show your support for our 2nd Amendment rights with a Business Associate
Membership. Dues are $50 annually, or $250 for a Sponsor level membership.
Members will receive a window sign to display, a listing on our website and contact
information. We will also supply them with membership applications and a supply
of each issue of the Firing Lines for their store. Sponsors will also receive a wall
plaque for display in their store.
Application on page 12
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Libertarian Party
Provides Neither
Answers nor a Path
to Legislative
Success
Tim Andrews
S.C.O.P.E. At-Large Director
The 2018 elections were a
disaster for New York gun owners,
and the subsequent 2019 legislative
session was gun control in overdrive.
How can we turn this gun control
freight train around? One of the
remedies is the courts. Several cases
which may bring relief are currently
making their way through the judicial
process.
In addition to the courts, we
also need to grow support and establish greater influence within the political process. The issue is how this
could be accomplished. The answer
is we need to get involved in the
process. How and where we do this is
critical, the gun vote was very divided in 2018. There were many gun
owners that were mislead into thinking the Libertarian Party and their
candidate for governor was a valid
alternative. True, the Libertarian
Party platform does describe the
party as pro-Second Amendment.
However, you would be hard pressed
to find anywhere where the Libertarian Party has had any success defeating gun control. For any political
party or candidate, it’s not good
enough just to say they’re pro-gun.
Sure, it’s great to hear a candidate
stand up and say all the things we
want to hear, but if that candidate has
no legitimate chance of winning in
the end, they can do nothing for you.
Despite Libertarian claims their candidate could win, we repeatedly
warned voters that the Libertarian
gubernatorial candidate for governor
would at best get maybe 1.5% of the
vote, in the end he got 1.5% of the
vote.

Like it or not, the Democrat
and Republican parties hold all the
power in New York. The Libertarian
Party is nowhere near being anything
more than a fringe party. Beware, the
Libertarian Party is very deceptive in
how they present themselves. Their
website does state they hold three
elected offices in New York State.
They have a city council position in
Binghamton, where that candidate
ran as a Democrat and as a Libertarian, 80% of his votes coming on the
Democrat line. The second office is
an obscure school board office in
New York City where candidates run
as non-partisan. The third is a councilor’s office in the town of Cicero.
That candidate was never elected as a
Libertarian. He was elected as a Republican and later left the GOP and
became a Libertarian. He is no longer
in elective office. The Libertarian
website claim that they hold three
elected offices in New York is erroneous and an embellishment, they
hold two obscure local political offices in New York and none in Albany. They are light years from having any influence in New York State.
You should also be aware
where the Libertarian Party is on
other key issues of our day. Taken
directly from their platform, section
3.4, they support open borders, section 3.1 they oppose the military
draft, section 1.8 states they oppose
the death penalty and they support
abortion rights. From the New York
Libertarian website, they specifically
state they support a “Less strict immigration policy” and a “easier pathway to citizenship.” SCOPE has no
position on any of these non-Second
Amendment related issues, however,
most gun rights supporters align
themselves with conservative voters
and given the Libertarian positions
on these issues many conservative
voting gun owners could never support a Libertarian candidate.
If we are ever going to win
the fight in New York, the pathway
to victory is not the Libertarian Party.
The pathway to political success is

through the parties who hold all the
power, the Democrat and Republican
parties. I know you’re screaming
they’re the ones that created this
mess, they’re never going to change
it. As the parties stand today that may
be true, however, change needs to
come from within the parties. We
need good people to get involved in
the parties at the local level. Doing
that is not a difficult thing to do,
most parties are begging for volunteers, call your local party tell them
you want to serve on your town or
county committee. Truly this is
where change can begin, if you really
want to create change this is what we
must do. Investing your time in
fringe parties is fools gold and if anything will only help elect more gun
grabbers to office.
You have the power to
change the direction of New York
State, but it is going to take hard
work and commitment. Especially
with the Republican Party We have a
chance to make change but it’s going
to take you getting involved. If
you’re a Democrat or a Republican
get involved in your party and serve
on your county and town committee,
you will be amazed at the influence
you can have. If you’re an independent and not registered to any party,
register as a Democrat or a Republican and get involved in that party.
Yes, there are plenty of reasons to be critical of the two major
political parties. However, if we as
individuals refuse to get involved, we
need to recognize that we are part of
the problem.
I know Libertarians will
likely be infuriated by this column.
But keep in mind who was correct
when we spoke about the anticipated
results of the 2018 election.
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Let Freedom Ring
By Budd Schroeder
It is that time of the year
when we celebrate Independence
Day. It reminds us that as a country
we left the title of being subjects of
the king and became citizens of a
brand new nation with a different
kind of government. It was designed
to be a government of the people, by
the people and for the people.
We were no longer under
the domination of a despot who gave
commands and told us what we
could do and what we were not allowed to do. He gave orders that
had to be obeyed and there was no
process to get rid of him because he
ruled by “divine right.” The king
was the one who was totally in control and the people had virtually no
influence in government.
The people fought the
Revolutionary War, where patriots
formed an army and defeated the
most powerful nation in the world.
The freedom allowed the people to
prosper under the new system.
The Founding Fathers designed a system whereby the country
would be ruled by laws and not by
the whims of despots. Representatives and leaders were elected by the
people and if the people were not
satisfied with the way they were
being governed, they could elect new
executives and representatives.
They designed a system of
checks and balances by having three
branches of government, executive,
representative and judicial. Each
had equal power and was designed to
prevent a return to a monarchy or
dictatorship. The ability to elect and
replace gave the power to the people.
The Constitution was the
guarantee that the power would remain with the people and enumerated the rights of the people that
could not be taken from them. The
rights were associated with freedoms
that guaranteed that they would not
be subjects. The natural rights were
“endowed by our Creator” that we
could enjoy “life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.”
The Constitution was designed to keep control of these rights
in the hands of the people. The rights
included free speech, freedom of
religion, a free press, and the right to
petition the government for grievances. The people were free to criti-

cize those in power and could worship as they chose without government interference. They had a process and a purpose.
The second amendment of
the Bill of Rights was the right to
keep and bear arms which meant that
the citizens would be able to own
and keep firearms for their protection. It was not just to protect them
from personal harm or to hunt, but it
was to give them, as individuals, the
means to protect them from a government takeover which would deny
the people the freedoms they fought
and died for. This right is in jeopardy and is being attacked by corrupt
politicians.
Other basic freedoms were
also guaranteed like the right to their
property and not have soldiers invading their homes to be quartered. That doesn’t seem like a big
deal now, but at that time it was an
important right and affirmed that the
homeowner was the master of his
own property.
Other freedoms protected
the individual by guaranteeing that a
person accused of a crime, would
have a trial by a jury of his peers. It
also gave means to protect the individual from illegal search and seizure along with other necessary protections.
Thomas Jefferson said: “In
questions of power, then, let no more
be heard of confidence in man, but
bind him down from mischief by the
chains of the Constitution.” This
means that the laws are the standard
of liberty and the people are the
source of the real power, not the
whims of politicians.
It was a wonderful idea, but
had a few flaws and problems. One
of the worst was the term “all men
are created equal’’ was not true in
practice. The United States had the
curse of allowing slavery which was
a contradiction of the principles. It
took a Civil War to correct that gross
mistake. However it made freedom
more than just a word.
Times, society and
people change as a county progresses. We went from an agricultural nation to a manufacturing nation with the Industrial Revolution
and became a rich nation. People
had the right to progress and many
became rich and powerful.
We were involved in two
world wars and others that involved

protection of our interests. Many
died to protect the country and keep
it a republic. The only thing constant in our universe, which includes
nations, is change. Along with the
wars we had depressions and recessions, but in spite of the ups and
downs, we survived and became the
envy of the world. People wanted to
immigrate to the “New World.”
We became a nation of immigrants who wanted to leave their
native land and get a fresh start. and
freedom was a powerful motivation. The country was young and
open.
People from all nations,
mostly from Europe, came across the
oceans to build and make a better
life for themselves and their families.
They all wanted to become
American citizens and they learned
the language, took courses and
proved that they were worthy to become true Americans. The country
grew because of these freedom loving people and we became the most
powerful nation in the world.
Power and money are huge
motivators for a nation to expand. Unfortunately, the expansion
with those attributes extended into
politics and the government. Principles are replaced by pragmatism and
the society has morphed into a
“what’s in it for me” attitude. Freedom has new definitions.
We are celebrating the history of a great nation and have the
opportunity to maintain the progress,
but at the present time, the political
conflicts are confusing many people. We are in a crisis situation
filled with internal turmoil and could
be fighting for survival to continue
as a republic instead of becoming a
socialistic nation. Hopefully, the
instinct to maintain our freedom will
triumph over the promise of “free
stuff” by corrupt politicians. On this
day of celebration, let freedom ring.
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Your membership expiration date is on the label, please renew today!

YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN
YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT
INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS?
SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE!
SO DON'T DELAY
SIGN UP TODAY!

Help
Defeat the
politicians
trying to steal
YOUR
Second Amendment
Rights!
Donate to SCOPE PAC Page 3

