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“Nobody made a 
greater mistake 
than he who did 
nothing because 
he could do only 

a little.“ 
Edmund Burke 

By Tim Andrews, 
S.C.O.P.E. President 
 I suspect this column will ruffle 
some feathers, but I believe the issue is one 
we must approach with objectivity. I have 
repeatedly stated that this year’s elections 
will prove the most crucial elections ever for 
New York’s gun owners. I have also declared 
many times that because this election is so 
important you will hear me reference it re-
peatedly prior to November 6. The entire 
legislature is up for election this year, but I’ll 
address specifically the gubernatorial race. 
 The Republican candidate for gov-
ernor is Marc Molinaro, the 42-year-old sec-
ond-term Dutchess County Executive. His 
resume includes a stint in the state assembly 
where he supported the Second Amendment 
and voted against microstamping. Since that 
time, he has also been an outspoken critic of 
the unSAFE Act. In other words, Molinaro is 
the only gubernatorial candidate with an ac-
tual pro-gun voting record. That’s the good 
news. The bad news is the GOP state conven-
tion named Julie Killian, who has embraced 
the unSAFE Act, as their candidate for Lieu-
tenant Governor. 
 I spoke with Marc Molinaro and did 
urge him to drop her as his running mate. He 
told me that wasn’t going to happen. He did 
remark that “he was at the head of the ticket 
and she would do as he told her”. It appears 
Killian was a party decision and not Moli-
naro’s choice. However, Molinaro did say 
she now supports his position on repeal of 
the unSAFE Act. I realize that it’s a little 
tough to swallow but it’s the best we can 
expect under the circumstances. As unfortu-
nate as the party choice of Killian may seem, 
I still have no doubt that Molinaro would 
continue to represent gun owners’ interests 
and support the Second Amendment as our 
new governor. 
 That brings me to recent rumblings 
among some gun owners regarding a possible 
third-party choice in the New York guberna-
torial elections. Comments on social media 

as well as by some SCOPE members at our 
recent state members meeting have expressed 
support for Libertarian party candidate Larry 
Sharpe. 
 I won’t quarrel with the fact that 
Mr. Sharpe can say the right things and ap-
pear to be with us on critical issues. I also 
don’t question his sincerity and commitment. 
However, with all due respect to Mr. Sharpe, 
he WILL NOT BE ELECTED GOVERNOR 
in 2018 and you can take that to the bank. 
Some folks have said to me, “Hey they said 
Trump couldn’t get elected either”. But there 
is a key difference in that Trump was a major 
(GOP) party candidate. A wiser decision for 
the Sharpe campaign would have been to 
seek the Republican or Democratic nomina-
tion for governor long ago. Reality dictates 
that the next governor will be a Democrat or 
a Republican, not a Libertarian. 
 Two major factors in getting elected 
are money and organization regardless of the 
issues. The Democrat and Republican parties 
have both. The Libertarian party has neither. 
You may be asking how I can be so sure 
Sharpe and the Libertarians can’t win? We 
need only examine the numbers in the last 
three gubernatorial elections. A political 
party must receive a minimum of 50,000 
votes in the election for governor to sustain a 
ballot line.  
 The Libertarian candidate for gover-
nor has been unable to do that in the last 
three elections for governor. In 2006 the Lib-
ertarian received 15,068 votes. Their high-
water mark was in 2010 when they received 
48,386 votes. In the most recent 2014 state 
election, the Libertarian candidate received 
15,209 votes. For reference purposes, the 
winning candidate in each of the last three 
elections for governor received 2 to 3 million 
votes. Using a high of 3 million votes, the 
Libertarian’s vote percentage in each of those 
elections was: 0.50% in 2006 (15,068 votes); 
1.6% in 2010 (48,386); and again, a meager 
0.50% in 2014 (15,209). To be clear, the Lib-
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The importance of this election 

A well Regulated 
Militia, being neces-
sary to the security 
of a free state, the 
right of the People 

to keep 
and bear arms, 

shall not be 
infringed. 
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SCOPE Chapter Chairs are 
also Board Members 
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Tim Andrews 
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Andrea Elliott 
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585.739.6778 
 
Don Hey 
Don.hey@scopeny.org 
716-860-9388 
 
Chairman Emeritus 
Harold ‘Budd’ Schroeder 
Bigbudd99@aol.com 
716.861.9302 
 
SCOPE CHAPTER 
INFORMATION   
 
Allegany Chapter 
Chairman Steven Speta 
Steven.speta@scopeny.org 
585.596.1101 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 
Angelica American Legion 
7:00pm Angelica, NY 
 
Capitol District Chapter:  
Albany/Columbia/Greene/
Schenectady/ 
Rensselaer/Saratoga 
Chairman Curtis Cappellano 
curtisc@nycap.rr.com 
518.330.7732 
Meetings 3rd Thursday 7:00pm 
American Legion Everett Rd 
Albany 
 
Cattaraugus Chapter 
Chairman Michael Guerin 
Michael.guerin@scopeny.org 
716.597.9001 
Meetings 1st Thursday 7:00pm 
American Legion Ellicottville, 
 

Cayuga Chapter 
Jim Dishaw 
Dishawjp@gmail.com 
315.255.3315 
 
Central NY Chapter:  
Contact Don.smith@scopeny.org 
 
Chautauqua Chapter 
Chairman Will Conta 
Will.conta@scopeny.org 
716.857.0382 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm 
VFW Post 8647 Mayville, NY 
 
Chemung Chapter 
Contact: 
Tom.Reynolds@scopeny.org 
 
Delaware Committee 
Chairman Andrea Elliot 
2ndvp@scopeny.org 
845.586.1721 
 
Erie Chapter 
Chairman Tony Matuszak 
tonym@roadrunner.com 
716.799.4513 
Meetings 3rd Thursday, 
7:00pm 
George Lamm Post #622 
Williamsville, NY 
 
Genesee Chapter 
Chairman Bill Fox Sr. 
bfsonllc@gmail.com 
585.356.4992 
Meetings 2nd Tuesday 
7:00pm 
Calvary Baptist Church 
3515 Galloway Rd. Batavia 
  
Jefferson-Lewis Chapter 
Chairman C. Bruce Kingsley 
cbkingsley@tds.net 
315.649.3424 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Watertown Sportsmen's Club 
Watertown, NY  
 
 
Monroe Chapter 

Chairman Ken Mathison 
Ken.mathison@scopeny.org 
585.967.1040 
Meetings 4th Tuesday 7:00pm 
 
Niagara Chapter 
Contact: 
Don.smith@scopeny.org 
 
Oneida-Herkimer Chapter 
Chairman Bob Good 
Bob.good@scopeny.org 
315.337.4549 
 
Ontario Chapter 
Chairman Tim Maher 
Ontario.county@scopeny.org 
585.507.6735 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:30pm 
Inn on The Lake Canandaigua 
 
Orleans Chapter 
Chairman David Thom 
David.thom@scopeny.org 
585.589.6918 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Hoag Library; 1st Floor 
Main Street Albion, NY 
 
St. Lawrence Chapter 
Contact: Don.smith@scopeny.org 
 
Schoharie Chapter 
Chairman Russell Case III 
Russell.caseiii@scopeny.org 
518.366.1779 
Meetings 3rd Thursday 
7:00pm 
Alternate venue every 3 
months 
Carlisle Town Hall Carlisle, 
NY 
Middleburgh R&G Club Mid-
dleburgh, NY 
 
Schuyler Chapter 
Chairman Dan Phillips 
Schuyler.county@scopeny.org 
607.546.4224 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
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Editor - Ralph Esposito 
 

To contact SCOPE 
and FIRING LINES 
 Call 844-SCOPENY  

Or Write: 
SCOPE  

PO Box 165 
East Aurora, NY 14052  

 

  All written material is 
copyrighted by the author and 
or SCOPE, Inc. Permission is 
granted to use all or part of the 
published articles in the Firing 
Lines as long as credit is given 
to the author and SCOPE, Inc. 
 

  F i r i n g  L i n e s  a l l o w s 
S.C.O.P.E. to keep members 
informed on issues in regards to 
defense of the 2nd Amendment, 
in  part icu lar ,  and the 
Constitution in general.  It is 
also an opportunity for 
members to voice their 
opinions and concerns on those 
subjects; as such, it contains a 
variety of personal opinions.  It 
should not be taken as 
representing the official 
position of S.C.O.P.E. or its 
officers and members unless so 
stated.  Readers should 
remember that it is not meant to 
constitute legal advice 
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Newsletter Deadline for the Next Issue 
September 15, 2018 

 
 Firing Lines is printed every two months.  
The deadlines are January 15, March 15, May 15, 
July 15, September 15 and November 15. 
 We do take articles from you, our members. 
They are subject to editing for spelling and gram-
mar. We also reserve the right not to print the arti-
cle. 
 Articles should be emailed as a file. Text or 
basic Word document formats are preferred. Please 
NO PDF files. 
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7:00pm 
Moose Lodge Montour Falls 
Seneca Chapter 
Chairman John Christensen 
Jcruger357@yahoo.com 
315.651.8753 
  
Southern Tier Chapter 
Chenango/Madison/Broome 
Chairman Shawn Palmer 
shawnpalmer@frontiernet.net 
607.316.4907 
 
Steuben Chapter 
Chairman Doug Mitchell 
Doug.mitchell@scopeny.org 
607.359.2928 
Meetings 1st & 3rd Mondays 
7:00pm 
Bath Rod & Gun Club Bath 
  
Suffolk Chapter 
Chairman Sherman Kearns 
suffolkcounty-
scope@gmail.com 

631.806.1171 
Meetings 4th Thursday 6:30pm 
Dark Storm Industries Oak-
dale, NY 
 
Tioga Chapter 
Chairman Glenn Hopler 
scopetioga@stny.rr.com 
607.625.3463 
Please call Chairman Hopler 
for meeting dates & times 
  
Ulster Chapter 
Chairman Santos Lopez 
Santos.lopez@ucscope.org 
845.418.2881 
  
Wayne Chapter 
Chairman Don Smith 
Don.smith@scopeny.org 
315.398.0195 
 
Wyoming Chapter 
Chairman Dave Ricketson 
Red44@rochester.rr.com 
585.535.0670 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 

7:00pm 
Dept. of Social Services 
Bldg.Warsaw, NY 
  
Yates Chapter 
Chairman John Prendergast 
John.prendergast@scopeny.or
g315.694.0481 
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SCOPE-PAC  
Political Action Committee 

 

Effectively defending the 2nd Amendment requires 
us to go on the offensive.  We cannot wait, unprepared, for 
the next assault from the radical left.    Although we may 
have a friend in the White House, Cuomo and the radical 
left still reside in Albany.   

SCOPE inc. works to educate the public and in-
fluence legislation while SCOPE-PAC is a separate, all 
volunteer organization and can provide direct financial 
support to candidates and promote legislation safeguarding 
the 2nd Amendment.  Money is the “Mother’s Milk” of 
politics. 
 In less than two years, Cuomo or some equally 
radical liberal will be running for governor and the slim 
majority in the NY Senate will again be at stake. We can-
not wait for the last months before that election to begin 
preparing.  In addition, if we can help a genuine 2A sup-
porter in a primary, that will occur months before the elec-
tion.   
 The time to begin building up cash reserves for 
that election cycle is now, when smaller donations given 
over time can mount up into a significant amount and will 
make a difference.  Please consider making a donation 
now, no matter how small, to SCOPE-PAC and again 
whenever you can afford to support the 2nd Amendment. 

Our ad in Firing Lines gives you specific direc-
tions on how to donate. 

SCOPE-PAC 
P.O. Box 12711 

Rochester, NY  14612 
 

Or online at: 
www.SCOPEPAC.com 

Check your address label for 
your renewal date 

 
 

 With this newsletter your expiration date is in-
cluded on the address label. It will save SCOPE time and 
money if you can renew your membership a month or two 
before your membership is due to expire. 
 You can use the membership application in the 
newsletter or go online to www.Scopeny.org to renew. 

Thank you 

Register 
and 

VOTE 



THE PROBLEM 
WITH AMERICA IS 
LIBERAL LEFTISTS 
By Budd Schroeder 
 
  America is heading for deep 
trouble and it is because of the ac-
tions and philosophy of the liberal 
leftists and socialists.  Actually, so-
cialism is high on the agenda of the 
left and is getting big pushes from the 
major media and many colleges and 
universities. 

 The state of New York 
seems to be one of the test markets 
for this movement and because of it, 
falls in the top three categories having 
the reputation of the highest of tax 
burdens, political corruption and bu-
reaucracies. 
 New York is a leader in cor-
ruption which is now getting the pub-
licity it deserves regarding the pay for 
play activity in Albany.  While Wash-
ington has the accusation of being a 
swamp, the state’s capital can be lik-
ened to a sewer.  The way it is being 
governed with its “three men in a 

room” is what is creating the stink of 
deliberate corruption. 
 At the head of the problems 
and the leader of the leftists is Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo.  He passes ob-
noxious and unpopular bills literally 
in the middle of the night with a 
“message of necessity.”  It is a pet 
bill of his to deny constitutional rights 
to honest, law abiding gun owners. 
 The way he did this would 
make logical people believe that he 
no longer views himself as an elected 
official, but rather fancies himself to 
be a king.  He loves to act as if his 
word is law, and the SAFE Act gives 
credence to that opinion. 
 The liberal media will deni-
grate President Donald Trump be-
cause of a tweet or a sentence in one 
of his speeches that does not come 
under their definition of “politically 
correct.”  The comparison gives cre-
dence to the complaint by conserva-
tives that the liberal media and politi-
cians are more than willing to use a 
double standard in reporting and 
speaking. 
 Just look at the history of the 
Mueller investigation.  It is another 
good example of the differences re-
garding the left and the right.  It is 
obvious that the commission started 
out with bias and a double standard 
regarding corruption.  Hillary got a 
pass with her destruction of her 
emails.  The left didn’t make an issue 
out of that event, but had it involved 
Donald Trump they would have 
called for criminal penalties. 
  But, true to their code, the 
liberals pursued the Mueller investi-
gation with biased staff, lies, accusa-
tions and questionable FISA docu-
ments.  The investigation has not 
shown any collusion between Donald 
Trump and Russian hacking of emails 
and other data.  The reporting of the 
involvement of a couple of FBI man-
agement people is now drawing atten-
tion where it belongs—with corrupt 
individuals within an honorable divi-
sion of government. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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“There are almost 4 million 
gun owners in New York. 

Cuomo got 2.1 million votes 
in 2014. Do the math!” 

ertarian candidate for governor apart 
from 2010 could barely capture one 
half of one percent of the vote 
(15,000). In their best year, they 
barely exceeded 1% of the vote. 
 Now some of you may be 
saying that Sharpe is different. One 
person at our members’ meeting de-
fended Sharpe’s chances stating: 
“They said Trump couldn’t win ei-
ther”. Yes, many did say Trump 
couldn’t win but there are two major 
differences between a Trump candi-
dacy and a Sharpe candidacy. First 
Trump ran on the Republican ticket 
and second, he had money. The other 
enormous advantage to running as a 
major party candidate is the party’s 
organization. A major party can help 
fund a campaign and put boots on the 
ground to get out the vote. Libertari-
ans may claim they have an organiza-
tion but the proof of its effectiveness, 
or lack thereof, is in the vote count. 
They struggle to obtain even one half 
of one percent of the vote. 
 The actual goal of the New 
York Libertarian Party is reaching the 
50,000-vote plateau to obtain a ballot 
line. Their candidates would admit 
this if they were being candid with us. 
But they obviously can’t admit it 
without conceding their inability to 
win the gubernatorial election. While 
both conservative and libertarian vot-
ers tend to be pro-gun, the similarity 
ends there. Differences exist on social 
issues such as abortion and the legali-

zation of drugs. There is a divergence 
of thoughts and goals.  
 Governor Cuomo is vulner-
able. But not to a third-party candi-
date. I will guarantee you Cuomo and 
the progressive gun grabbers in Al-
bany love hearing gun owners talk 
about voting for Sharpe. They know a 
vote for Sharpe is one less vote for 
Molinaro and the unintended conse-
quence is Cuomo’s reelection. It 
wouldn’t surprise me if the Cuomo 
campaign is surreptitiously support-
ing the Sharpe campaign. 
 I respect the commitment 
and tenacity of the Sharpe supporters. 
But we need to have a pragmatic ap-
proach to the upcoming election. 
Vote with your head, not your heart. 
Only a pro-gun candidate who can 
defeat Cuomo will impact future leg-
islation affecting your gun rights. 
Such a candidate is Molinaro, not 
Sharpe. 
 My message to all who sup-
port the Second Amendment is: 
“Vote Smart”. Ignore he who pounds 
the drum of gun rights with no chance 
of election. You may feel better sup-
porting such a candidate, but it will 
only help to reelect the most anti-gun 
governor in New York’s history. Vote 
for the electable candidate and restore 
your rights. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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 The details of the exposure 
of the mistakes of this investigation 
are proving to be very damaging to 
the Obama administration as it has 
been shown that much of the hacking 
of government data by Russian opera-
tives was done during the Obama 
administration.  However, the liberal 
media seems to believe that it isn’t 
worth their time to dig into it. 
 Back to the “test market” in 
New York!  At one time, Andrew 
Cuomo put together the Moreland 
Commission to “root out corrup-
tion.”  Not much value came out of it 
and when it looked like the AG was 
getting close to the head of the 
dragon who could be the major influ-
ence in corrupt practices, the gover-
nor disbanded it.  In politics, timing is 
a huge consideration when making 
decisions. 
  This is an important year for 
the citizens in New York.  Two major 
seats are up for election.  They are for 
governor and senator.  Senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand is the senator and 
doesn’t seem to have much competi-
tion in this race.  Her opponent is 
running a very low-key campaign.  A 
future column will address this. 
 However, it is worth men-
tioning that Senator Gillibrand has 
been very vocal about her anti-life 
stance on abortion and that she will 
do whatever she can to oppose the 
nomination of Brett Kavanaugh for 
Supreme Court of The United 
States.  He is the most highly quali-
fied, but not to her standards.  She 
deserves input from her constituents. 
 The other person, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo has a viable oppo-
nent in Marc Molinaro who is a can-
didate making his run on a platform 
almost opposite to the practices of 
Cuomo. 
  Molinaro is campaigning on 
a platform of lower taxes to give the 
working public a break and debt re-
duction instead of debt increases with 
more borrowing. He proposes having 
a state auditor to review state con-
tracts to eliminate the sweetheart 

deals and the pay for play practices 
currently used, and makes the govern-
ment more transparent in its lawmak-
ing and enforcement policies. The 
scandal of the Buffalo Billions is just 
one example of the corruption. 
 In a recent interview he ex-
pressed his problems with the SAFE 
Act where honest law-abiding gun 
owners can lose their Second Amend-
ment rights on accusations and false 
reports.  Many NY gun owners suf-
fered the loss of four constitutional 
and civil rights because of the current 
provisions and have no hope under 
the current administration to get relief 
from the injustice.  Also, it did noth-
ing to curb the criminal misuse of 
firearms. 
  Molinaro is now traversing 
the state to inform the citizens that 
there is hope for this state to keep it 
from being a socialist haven with 
sanctuary cities. It is rumored that 
Cuomo wants to make New York a 
‘Sanctuary State’ and invite illegal 
aliens (actually invaders) to partake 
in benefits paid for by taxpayers.  The 
pardoning of more than 20,000 crimi-
nals and giving them the right to vote 
is another disagreement by this chal-
lenger. 
  It will be an interesting year 
for politics and almost a decision of 
good versus evil when it comes to 
government. Hopefully, the citizens 
will be motivated to break the chains 
of corruption and choose to improve 

the quality of legislators who are 
chartered to represent, not rule them. 
Go for it. 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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SCOPE PAC needs donations 
Ken Mathison, Treasurer SCOPE PAC 
 
 

 You should all know that SCOPE has a Political Action Committee 
(PAC) whose sole purpose is to collect money to donate to deserving Second 
Amendment candidates and incumbents.  
 I have always said that if all gun owners donated one dollar a month 
to the SCOPE PAC we would have millions of dollars to work with. So, I'm 
asking all SCOPE members to donate one dollar per month (more if you can) 
to the SCOPE PAC. You can do that through an automatic deduction from 
your credit card, bank account with your debit card, or through a PayPal ac-
count if you have one.  All you need to do is visit www.scopepac.com, click 
on the Donate button, and follow the instructions. 
 Money is the grease of the political machine, if we have significant 
money we can grease the machine in our favor. See Page 3 
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Open the Borders and 
Disarm American 
Citizens? 
By Tom Reynolds 
 
 Not only the fringe left, but 
now even such main stream Democ-
ratic “intellects” like Kristin Gilli-
brand would call for the opening of 
our borders, the abolishment of the 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agency (ICE) and, of course, the 
neutering or repeal of the Second 
Amendment.  They are so caught up 
in the Washington Merry-Go-Round 
that they have lost sight of what a 
dangerous world we live in.  Ignore, 
for the moment, hunting and protec-
tion from our own government as 
reasons for gun ownership. There are 
a world of reasons why we need guns, 
but these “intellects” would disarm us 
while opening our borders. 
 Let’s take a quick world tour 
of places you don’t want to visit and 
where the civilian population cer-
tainly wishes they had guns. 

 Russia has a long history of 
and is still a symbol of internal op-
pression with its crackdown on rights 
and freedom within Russia.  Corrup-
tion is widespread and believed to be 
a major factor in drug and sex traf-
ficking. Externally, it invaded Crimea 
and supports Syria’s regime.   
 Want to visit Asia? 
 China has a record of op-
pression and it has unleashed a cam-
paign of politically motivated investi-
gations, detentions and sentencing of 
its own people.  It threatens Taiwan, 
which has been independent for about 
70 years. China is also trying to gain 
control of international waters in the 
South China Sea. 
 India has long been plagued 
by hostility and hate along caste and 
religious lines.  The BJP ruling party 
wants to make India a Hindu theoc-
racy and has created a hostile and 
violent environment against religious 
minorities. India has nuclear weapons 
and has a history of warfare with its 
neighbor, Pakistan. 
 Pakistan is infamous for its 
religious persecution, corruption and 
cooperation with terrorists. It has 
fought four wars with India, and also 
has nuclear weapons. 
 Want to visit the Middle 
East, which is dominated by Sunni 
and Shiite Muslims who, since Mo-
hammed died, have hated each other 
almost as much as they hate infidels? 
 Iran is a major exporter of 
terrorism and a threat throughout the 
Middle East.  It is dominated by a 
Muslim theocracy and its economy is 
a mess in spite of huge oil reserves. 
 Iraq has huge oil reserves 
and was controlled by Saddam Hus-
sein, a dictator who brutalized his 
people and supported international 
terrorism.  He was temporarily suc-
ceeded by ISIS, a radical Muslim 
terrorist organization which rivaled 
Hussein in brutal violence.  Only the 
re-intervention of the U.S. prevents 
ISIS from regaining control, brutaliz-
ing its people and threatening the 
world with its brand of terrorism. 
  Afghanistan was controlled 

by the Taliban, which brutalized its 
people, and was a base for terrorists.  
Only the intervention of the U.S. pre-
vents the Taliban from regaining con-
trol and again brutalizing its people 
and threatening the world with terror-
ism. 
 Syria has been in a civil war 
since 2011 which has resulted in an 
estimated half million deaths.  The 
government used poison gas against 
its own people.  It is opposed by ISIS, 
so the people of Syria cannot win. 
 The Hezbollah in Lebanon 
and Hamas in Gaza continually 
launch rocket attacks on Israel, which 
happens to be the only real U.S. ally 
in the region. 
 How about an African sa-
fari?  It has its share of problems with 
radical Muslims. 
 Nigeria drew headlines with 
the kidnapping and forced marriages 
of schoolgirls by the radical Muslim 
Boko Haram, which also uses suicide 
bombings.  Cameroon, Niger and 
Chad are being drawn into the con-
flict. 
 Somalia is torn apart by the 
Islamic group Al-Shabab.  One 
bombing in 2017 killed 358 people. 
 Armed groups in the Central 
African Republic use rape and sexual 
slavery as a tactic of war. 
 South Africa has one of the 
world’s highest violent crime rates. 
Its government position is to take 
farms away from white farmer own-
ers leading to murders and violence 
against those white farmers. 
 How about Latin America?  
Amnesty International has declared it 
the world’s most dangerous place for 
journalists to work. 
 Columbia is a major drug 
exporter, with its associated violence.  
Groups such as FARC and ELN are 
behind assassinations, kidnappings 
and extortions. 
 Brazil, El Salvador and Hon-
duras have a huge problem with 
crime. 
 Venezuela is among the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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most violent places in South America.  
Although it has some of the world’s 
largest oil reserves, its store shelves 
are empty and inflation has run ram-
pant. 
 Mexico is traditionally a 
corrupt country and has a brutal inter-
nal war against and among drug car-
tels.  It is a major exporter of illegal 
drugs into the U.S. In case you hadn’t 
noticed, Mexico is on our southern 
border. 
 I’ll stick to North of our bor-
der for my vacation. 
 Canada is on our northern 
border and is an island of stability, 
except that it has a very strange Prime 
Minister who may change that status. 
 In a world of instability, 
hatred and violence, what kind of 
idiot would want to take away the 
people’s ability to defend them-
selves?  Answer: Obama, Cuomo, 
Gillibrand and Schumer.  
 I could point out that the 
above “Garden Spots” are dominated 
by the ocracies that do not tolerate 
religious minorities, have radical 
Muslims and brutalize women. In 
many cases they have huge reserves 

of oil and natural gas but also have 
socialist governments to waste the 
assets, persecute the citizens and take 
guns away from their citizens in order 
to better exploit them.  But that’s an-
other story. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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THE PEOPLE ARE 
THE PROBLEM 
By Budd Schroeder 
 
 The problem with New York 
and its corrupt government, which ac-
counts for high taxes, limited freedoms 
and oppressive laws and regulations, is 
not exclusively because of dishonest or 
incompetent politicians. It is because 
most citizens are dumb. 
 What an insult!  Unfortu-
nately, it is true and the statement is 
based on the truth that the majority of 
citizens don’t get involved in the politi-
cal process and they won’t vote in elec-
tions.  This allows the corrupt politi-
cians to get elected and reelected.  It is 
somewhere between difficult and im-
possible to recall an election year where 
a majority of the registered voters both-
ered to go to the polls to vote. 
 That is the tip of the iceberg 
because we have credible data only on 
the people who are registered to 
vote.  We have to guess on how many 
people are eligible to vote but refuse to 
register.  Those are the really stupid 
ones.  They live in a country that was 
organized and chartered to be a govern-
ment of the people, by the people and 
for the people. This is a great theory, 
but unfortunately, not practiced as it 
should be. 
 A song writer once com-
mented that “The best reason for not 
doing anything is 'I don’t want 
to'.”  There are other reasons for not 
doing certain things and they are called 
laws and requirements. However, most 
of them are negotiated.  In any society, 
laws and regulations are necessary to 
maintain safety and order.  
 We need traffic rules to be 
able to drive safely and orderly. How 
much damage could be done without 
speed limits in populated areas or stop 
signs or signals at busy intersec-
tions?  Yet, some people refuse to obey 
them and often the violations can result 
in damages and even deaths.  Some 
lawyers make a career and a good liv-
ing getting people “the money they 
deserve” as a result of these accidents. 
The Constitution gives us certain unal-
ienable rights such as life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.  The govern-

ment can affirm those rights, modify 
them and in some extreme cases, deny 
them.  It is supposed to be done in a 
described and acceptable manner that is 
approved by the people.  That last part 
has been under attack for centuries. 
 Certain actions that were 
agreed upon in the Constitution have 
been attacked and changed. At one time 
the Constitution was amended to pro-
hibit the making, selling and consuming 
of alcoholic beverages. The people 
ratified the amendment and it proved to 
be a huge mistake. Later, it was re-
pealed because of the disasters it 
caused. The Constitution was fine be-
fore the 18th Amendment and it took a 
lot of bad results of the law to get it 
changed.  
 The original concept of the 
new country and new method of gov-
erning was based on individual free-
doms and consent of the people.  We 
were given the right to choose people to 
represent us and remove them if they 
didn’t do the job in a correct and bene-
ficial manner.   
 As the country began, those 
who were qualified were elected by the 
people and took the job as “doing their 
duty.” They left their farms or busi-
nesses to find ways to improve the lives 
of those they represented.  After a few 
terms, they went back to their occupa-
tions and new people were elected to do 
the job. 
 Along the way, some found 
out that politics actually could be their 
occupation and became professionals in 
the craft.  Politics became a way of life 
for many and they discovered that the 
job could be profitable and give them 
power that they never had before.  They 
liked it.  They changed their attitude 
from being a representative to that of a 
ruler. 
 They decided that they, and 
people who thought like they did, could 
force those who elected them to con-
form to the political objectives of those 
who held the power of their majority in 
the legislature.  The Congress and Sen-
ate are the ones who make these deci-
sions.  The President can lead, but as 
far as legislation goes, he can approve a 
law or veto it if he doesn’t like it. 
 A majority of the Congress 
can override a veto by a super majority 

and the Supreme Court can determine 
whether the law is constitutional.  If it 
isn’t, the law is removed by the court 
decision.  A subsequent Court can over-
turn previous decisions.  This is usually 
very controversial and not a common 
practice. 
 The point is that the laws and 
government are a result of the people in 
power and should come because of the 
consent of the people.  All politics is 
local and most of our representatives 
are tuned into the wishes of their con-
stituents. However, with an apathetic 
attitude of the citizens, a minority can 
call the shots. 
 Think of it in this fashion.  In 
a “normal” election, a forty percent or 
lower turnout is considered the norm. 
By simple math, this means that twenty
-one percent of the people in the district 
can determine the outcome of who 
wins. In elections where there are more 
than two candidates, a plurality will do 
nicely.   
 That is where the power of a 
political party comes into play.  They 
can have a minority of the voters, but if 
they mobilize their faithful members, 
they can win the election over the apa-
thetic opposition. And, participation of 
the people on an issue can overcome 
the power of the party.  People don’t 
have to vote on their party line if they 
don’t like the candidate or the major 
issues the candidate supports. 
 Future columns will expand 
on these concepts and as far as the New 
York elections this year are concerned, 
the people have an outstanding opportu-
nity to make significant changes in the 
governing of New York.   
 It will depend on motivating 
the apathetic to actually register and 
vote. Then, to make issues a priority 
over “party loyalty.”  We get the gov-
ernment we deserve.  The people can’t 
change the laws, but they can change 
the lawmakers and this year is the year 
to prove it can be done.  The state you 
save can be your own. 

“There are almost 4 million gun 
owners in New York. 

Cuomo got 2.1 million votes in 
2014. Do the math!” 
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"ABC" Anybody But 
Cuomo (Cuomo's 
Gotta Go)  
By Gary Perry  
 
 Larry Sharpe cannot win New 
York State's gubernatorial election this 
November.  
 Unfortunately, the only viable 
pathway to a Larry Sharpe victory in 
the race was not taken by the campaign.  
Although originally interested and ex-
cited about using the "Opportunity To 
Ballot" (OTB) option as a possible 
pathway to victory, the Sharpe cam-
paign has chosen not to follow that 
path. The OTB is a legal way for a 3rd 
Party candidate to force a primary elec-
tion in a major political Party. Collect-
ing the OTB designating petition signa-
tures would have been very doable. 
However, winning a primary election is 
challenging and would have required 
some resources and commitment from 
Larry Sharpe and his campaign which 
they originally assured me that we 
would have.   For reasons unclear to 
me, the Sharpe campaign made the 
decision to pass designating petitions 
and hope for a so-called "Wilson-
Pakula" certification from Ed Cox.  
 Our mission is to replace An-
drew Cuomo as Governor, following 
through with the  campaign slogan be-
gun over five years ago "Cuomo's Gotta 
Go". Andrew Cuomo has brought the 
citizens of New York State increased 
and never-ending tax increases, in-
creased state spending, increased corpo-
rate giveaways (billions in corporate 
welfare)  and the never-ending corrup-
tion trials taking place in Manhattan 
and Buffalo that these failed  economic 
stimulus programs breed, failed com-
mon core education, "free" college tui-
t ion and  never ending anti-
2ndAmendment legislation.   Under 
Andrew Cuomo's policies NY State is 
bleeding manufacturing and small busi-
ness and the jobs that they create.  
Working class families and college 
educated young adults are leaving the 
state in droves seeking good high pay-
ing jobs available in other states. Work-
ing people and retired state employees 

of all ages across the entire state are 
leaving NY State for lower taxes found 
in many other states. Those of us who 
are left who want to fix New York's 
failed fiscal and economic policies we 
know must defeat Andrew Cuomo in 
November.   History and election statis-
tics prove to us that Larry Sharpe ap-
pearing on only the 3rd Party Libertar-
ian ballot line simply cannot defeat 
Cuomo.  Going back five elections (20 
years) we see failed attempt after failed 
attempt by 3rd Party candidates to de-
feat the Democrat and Republican Party 
candidates.  
 Please visit the NY State 
Board of Elections website and look at 
the previous election stats to see for 
y o u r s e l f  a t :  h t t p : / /
www.elections.ny.gov/2018ElectionRes
ults.html  
 Wealthy former New Yorker 
Tom Golisano ran in three successive 
elections as a 3rd Party candidate and 
had far more resources available to him 
than the Larry Sharpe campaign and he 
never came close to winning.  The past 
two gubernatorial elections the Liber-
tarian Party has failed to gain 50,000 
votes establishing their Party on a ballot 
line.    As the recent events have un-
folded it has proven to me that the Lib-
ertarian Party knows that Larry Sharpe 
has literally no chance of winning the 
Governor's election. What the Libertari-
ans hope to accomplish is getting 
50,000 votes on the Libertarian line 
making it easier in future elections for 
Libertarian candidates to get on the 
ballot for many different elective office 
positions.    
 Larry Sharpe in his own 
words https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MXkd15Xe1e4  
 This year there is a very real 
chance to defeat Andrew Cuomo 
(Cuomo's Gotta Go) with a combined 
Republican Party / Conservative Party / 
Reform Party candidate. While I will 
always  support giving the voters a 
choice in a primary election the Larry 
Sharpe campaign has decided  not to 
pursue the legal process to do this.  Any 
signatures collected for Larry Sharpe on 
a Republican Party ballot will be null 
and void at the Board of Elections of-
fice in Albany when they are submitted 

and filed. After spending time with 
Republican Party candidate Marc Moli-
naro last week I have learned that with 
Marc Molinaro as the candidate we 
support we have a very real opportunity 
to defeat Cuomo (Cuomo's Gotta 
Go).For these reasons the only real 
choice, at this time, to replace Andrew 
Cuomo and end four more years of 
Cuomo's destructive tax and spend poli-
cies is to support Marc Molinaro.   For 
those of us who continue to insist on 
supporting Larry Sharpe for Governor, 
I highly recommend getting behind the 
"Larry Sharpe for Governor 2022 
movement".  This could be, and should 
be, the long game or the 10 to 20-year 
plan several of you have spoken about.   
To throw away a chance to defeat An-
drew Cuomo (Cuomo's Gotta Go) this 
year hoping to gain ballot access for the 
Libertarian Party is a terrible sell-out to 
your principled fellow Conservative 
family members, friends and neighbors.  
I cannot in good conscience even con-
sider enslaving my children, family 
members and friends with four more 
years of Andrew Cuomo just to gain 
easier Ballot Access for the Libertarian 
Party.   
 What will be left of NY State 
and its citizens and for any 3rd Party 
designs after 2 - 4 more years  of An-
drew Cuomo doubling down on his 
Progressive tax and spend policies and 
"giveaways" as he works to position 
himself even further to the left as the 
most Progressive Governor in the coun-
try  for a Presidential bid in 2020?   
This November a vote for Larry Sharpe 
is the same as a vote for Andrew 
Cuomo. I am asking  everyone to please 
consider the reality of this situation 
here in NY State and join me in voting 
for  Marc Molinaro in November and 
defeating Andrew Cuomo (Cuomo's 
Gotta Go) and then get  behind the 
"Larry Sharpe For Governor 2022 
movement" starting this December.   
 
Printed with permission of author.  
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SCOPE Member Clubs 
 

 The following are clubs that 
are members of SCOPE. If you plan 
to join a club, please try to join one 
that is a SCOPE member. If your 
club would like to become a SCOPE 
club member please give SCOPE a 
call or drop us an E-mail. 
 
5 Point Rod & Gun Club 
Adirondack Federation of Sports Clubs 
Alabama Hunt Club 
Alfred Rod & Gun Club 
Allegany County Federation 
 of Sportsman 
Almond Rod & Gun Club 
A-ON-DO-WA-NUH Sportsmans Club 
Athens Sportsmans Club 
Attica Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
B.R.G. Conservation Club 
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club 
Barrington Rifle Club 
Batavia Rod & Gun Club 
Bath Rod & Gun Club 
Big Game Recovery 
Big M Game Club 
Bison City Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Black Rock Fish & Game 
 Club of Cornwall 
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club 
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club Inc 
Boston Valley Conservation Society 
Branchport Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
Bridgeport Rod & Gun Club 
Broome County Sportsmen's Assoc 
Buckhorn Sportsmens Club,Inc. 
Buffalo Revolver & Rifle Club 
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club 
Busti Trap Club 
Canajoharie Forest Fish And Game Club 
Canandaigua Sportman's Club 
Canisteo Rod & Gun Club 
Cayuga County Sportsmen's Association 
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club 
Chestnut Ridge Rod & Gun Club 
Clarence Shooting Club 
Community Conservation Club 
Conesus Lake Sportsmen's Club 
Conservation Club of Brockport 
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club 
Deer Search of WNY 
Deerfield Fish & Game Club 
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club 
Depew Rod & Gun Club 
Dunham's Bay Fish & Game Club 
Dutchess County 
 Sportsmen's Association 
East Hook Sportsmen 
Elma Conservation Club 
Erie County Conservation Society Inc 

Essex County Fish & Game League 
Evans Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Four Point Rod & Gun Club 
Franklinville Conservation Club 
Genesee/Wyoming Pheasants 
 Forever Chapter 843 
Glen-Coe Conservation Society Inc 
Gorham Coon Hunters 
Gouverneur Rod & Gun Club 
Gowanda Rifle Club 
Grand Island Rod & Gun Club 
Grape Country Coon Hunters Assoc. 
Greenway Verona Mills Fish 
 & Game Club 
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Hartland Conservation Club 
Hawkeye Bowman 
Helderberg Rod & Gun Club 
Hendrick Hudson Fish & Game Club 
Hidden Valley Lodge 
Hoisingtons NY Ranging Co. 1776 
Hol-Field Rod & Gun Club 
Holland Rod & Gun Club 
Holley Rod & Gun Club 
Honeoye Fish & Game Club 
Hornell Sportsman Club 
Hudson Valley Sportsmen's  Association 
Ilion Fish & Game Club 
Indian Lake/Blue Mountain Fish 
 & Game Assoc. 
Iroquois Rod & Gun Club 
Junior Wilson Sportsmen Club 
Lackawanna Conservation Inc 
Lake Keuka Chapter, 
 Izaak Walton League 
Lima Gun Club 
Lime Lake Sportsman's Club 
Long Lake Fish & Game Club 
Lowville Fish & Game Club 
Lyons Rod & Gun Club 
Mendon Conservation League 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club 
Middlesex Conservation Club 
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club 
Millport Hunting & Fishing Club 
Neighbors Gun Club 
New York Houndsmen 
 Conservation Association 
Newark Rod & Gun Club 
Niagara County Sportmen's Assn. 
Niagara Frontiersmen Pistol Club 
North Forest Rod & Gun Club 
North Star Sportsman's Club 
North Woods Sportsmens Association 
Northern Chautauqua Rifle & Pistol Club 
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club 
Norton Hill Wildlife Club 
Oatka Fish & Game Club 
Olean Rod & Gun Club 
Outlet Rod & Gun Club 
Oxford Rod & Gun Club 

Painted Post Field & Stream Club 
Randolph Rod & Gun Club 
Red Creek Conservation Club 
Ripley Rod & Gun Club 
Rochester Brooks Gun Club 
Rochester Rifle Club 
Rockdale Rod & Gun Club 
Rushford Lake Conservation Club 
Safari Club International WNY Chapter 
Sara Spa Rod & Gun Club 
Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club 
Seneca County Federation  
 of Sportsmen's Clubs 
Shawangunk Fish & Game Association 
Shortsville Rod & Gun Club 
Sodus Bay Sportmans Club 
Somerset Conservation Club 
South Bristol Fish & Game Association 
Sportsman Coonhunters Association 
Springville Field & Stream Club 
Square Deal Sportsmen 
Stamford Rod & Gun Club 
Steuben Co.Federation of 
 Conservation Clubs 
Syracuse Pistol Club 
Ten-X Shooting Club Inc 
Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club 
Tupper Lake Sportsmens Club 
Twin City Shooting Club 
Veterans of America Gun Club 
Victor Rod & Gun Club 
Walden Sportsmen's Club 
Walker Valley Sportsman's Club 
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club 
Watertown Sporstmen 
Wayne County Federation 
 of Sportmen's Clubs 
West Falls Conservation Society 
Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Williamson Conservation & 
 Sporting Club 
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club 
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club 
Wyoming Conservation Association 
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation 
Yates Carlton Lakeshore Sportsman Club 
Yates County Federation of 
 Conservation Clubs 
Yates County Sportsmen's Association 

Contact SCOPE to become 
one of our member clubs. 

Page 2 
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SCOPE Business 
Associate 
Membership 
 
 Show your support for our 
2nd Amendment rights with a Busi-
ness Associate Membership.  Dues 
are $50 annually, or $250 for a 
Sponsor level membership.  Mem-
bers will receive a window sign to 
display, a listing on our website 
and contact information.  We will 
also supply them with membership 
applications and a supply of each 
issue of the Firing Lines for their 
store.   Sponsors will also receive 
a wall plaque for display in their 
store.  
 

Application on page 14 

SCOPE PAC needs 
donations 

 
Help elect Representatives 

Who believe in the Second Amendment. 
 

scopepac.com  
 

We Need Your 
Help to 

Defeat the 
politicians 

trying to steal 
YOUR 
Second 

Amendment 
Rights! 

 

Donate to 
SCOPE PAC 

Page 3 

Please check your email for 
renewal reminders. 

If you have an email address listed with 
SCOPE, your renewal reminder will 

now come via email. Please check your 
email for renewal reminders. 

Empire State Weeklies 
For all your printing needs 

 
Job Printing 

Newsletter and Newspaper 
Publishing 

Bulk Mailing Services 
 

46 North Ave. 
Webster, NY 14580 

(585) 671-1533 



Firing Lines page 12 

SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC) 
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052  

Business Associate Membership Application 
 

Date of Application___________________  Donation, Annual $50_________   Annual Sponsor $250__________ 

Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________ 

State___________  Zip__________  Fax _______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________ 

Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________ 

 (Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible) 

SCOPE Business 
Associate Members 
 
 The following are 
business members of SCOPE. 
If your business would like to 
become a SCOPE business 
member please fill out the 
application below. 
 
A.R. Pierrepont Co., Inc. 
154 Berkeley St 
Rochester NY  14607-3003 
585-473-3225 
 
American Freedom Apparel 
116 University Blvd 
Depew NY  14043 
716-407-0515 
 
Ashville General Store 
PO Box 199 
Ashville NY  14710 
716-763-3369 
 
Association of Former NYS 
Troopers 
PO Box 362 
Hamlin NY  14464-0362 
585-964-3317 
 
B & E Electric 
4466 Kipp Rd 
Canandaigua NY  14424 

B S Recreational Farm 
8384 State Park Rd 
Three Mile Bay NY  13693 
315-649-3424 

 
Batavia Marine & Sporting 
Supplies 
411 W Main St 
Batavia NY  14020 
585-343-4131 

 
Beecroft's LLC 
11106 Rt 40 
Schaghticoke NY  12154 
518-753-4402 

 
Bill Fox & Son Construction 
& Remodeling 
9346 South St Rd 
LeRoy NY  14482 
585-356-4992 

 
Bonded Collection Services 
PO Box 305 
Fairport NY  14450 
585-223-2089 

 
Brightside Communications 
PO Box 2404 
Binghamton NY  13902 
607-768-7088 

 

Bullseye Shooters Supply 
453 S Hamilton St 
Painted Post NY  14870 
607-962-1100 
 
Cast Away Charters & Guide 
Service 
12 Hummingbird Rd 
Coudersport PA  16915 
716-560-9216 
 
Champs Mini Mart 
11279 Ridge Rd 
Medina NY  14103 
585-798-0048 
 
Ciminelli & Ciminelli PPLC 
421 Penbrooke Dr, Ste 2 
Penfield NY  14526-2045 
585-235-0980 
 

Creekside Morgans, LLC 
60529 Route 415 
Avoca NY  14809-9540 
631-988-6303 
 

Creekside Sports LLC 
409 Main St 
Schoharie NY  12157 
518-702-5061 
 

D&J Construction West, LLC 
7562 McCarriger Rd 
Ovid NY  14521 
607-869-9466 

Dick Ferraioli/Guilderland 
Pump 
6230 Hawes Rd 
Altamont NY  12009 
518-861-8733 

 
Dick's Country Store Gun 
City & Music Oasis 
7429 US Rt 11 
Churubusco NY  12923 
518-497-3253 

 
Diversified Dairy Products, 
Inc. 
496 Kennedy Rd 
Buffalo NY  14227 
716-864-1760 

 
Durham Valley Liquor Store, 
Inc. 
395 Rt 20B 
E Durham NY  12423 
518-634-7132 

 
F.G. Rayburn Mason 
Contractors, Inc. 
3791 Rts 5&20 
Canandaigua NY  14424 
585-394-9360 

 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Fire Mark Insurance Agency 
PO Box 393 
Cobleskill NY  12043 
518-234-2121 
 
G. Chipman Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 
360 Grant Ave Rd 
Auburn NY  13021 
315-252-8541 
 
Gene Swanson Auto Repair 
4417 Chautauqua Blvd 
Lakewood NY  14750 
716-763-0961 
 
Harold's Welding Shop 
1164 E Swamp Rd 
Penn Yan NY  14527 
585-554-5178 
 
Heritage Outdoor Sports/
Archery 
1886 Melvin Hill Rd. 
Phelps NY  14532 
315-828-6860 
 
Hunters Landing 
8348 Lewiston Rd 
Batavia NY  14020 
585-343-1474 
 
Interlaken Guns & Ammo 
8268 Main St 
Interlaken NY  14847 
607-532-9244 
 
KAJED Enterprises, LLC 
900 Old Liverpool Rd Ste 2-
10 
Liverpool NY  13088 
704-998-1829 
 
Laraway for Assembly 
PO Box 410 
Middleburgh NY  12122 
518-827-7733 
 
Lincoln Electro Mechanic 
Corp. 
2908 State Rt 209 
Kingston NY  12401 
845-339-5686 

Oneida Electric 
5630 Horatio St 
Utica NY  13502 
315-733-1311 
 
Oyster Bay Insurance 
27 Pine Hollow Rd 
Oyster Bay NY  11771 
516-922-9131 
 
Point Pleasant Firemen's 
Association 
55 Ewer Ave 
Irondequoit NY  14622 
585-234-9647 
 
Precision Armament Div of 
PM Research Inc 
4110 Niles Hill Rd 
Wellsville NY  14895 
585-593-4975 
 
Rick's Septic Services 
PO Box 2 
Canandaigua NY  14424 
585-797-8346 
 
RJK Guns & Stuff 
868 Hyde St 
Whitney Point NY  13862 
607-692-3346 
 
S&B Products, Inc. 
PO Box 145 
Munnsville NY  13409 
315-363-3710 
 
S&S Auto Body, Ken-Ton 
321 Englewood Ave 
Buffalo NY  14223-2819 
716-834-0183 
 
Sardinia Mini Storage 
PO Box 158 
Sardinia NY  14134 
716-807-9963 
 
Seneca Gun Sports 
4705 Ste Rt 14 
Rock Stream NY  14878 
607-243-7243 
 
 

Shoff Farms 
2296 Haven Corners Rd 
Penn Yan NY  14527 
315-694-8600 

 
Take Aim Firearms 
3586 Connie Trail 
Blasdell NY  14219 
716-939-0101 
 
The Custom Shop Gun Shop 
PO Box 410 
Walworth NY  14568 
315-986-1717 
 
The Firing Pin LLC 
8240 Buffalo Rd 
Bergen NY  14416 
585-494-0333 
 
The Valley Gun Shop, LLC 
1600 Davis Rd 
W Falls NY  14170 
716-652-7499 
 
Thunderbird Arms 
714 Broadway 
Darien Center NY  14040 
716-238-3299 
 
Tom Huss Service 
PO Box 139 
Ontario Center NY  14520 
315-524-3311 

 
True American Signs & 
Vehicle Specialties 
678 E. Main St 
Cobleskill NY  12043 
518-234-1400 

 
Turnbull Mfg. Co., Inc. 
6680 Rt 5 and 20 
Bloomfield NY  14469 
585-657-6338 

 
Walton's Service Center 
1634 Rt 54 
Penn Yan NY  14527 
315-536-6928 

 

Williamson Hardware, Inc. 
PO Box 163 
Williamson NY  14589 
315-589-4011 
 
WNY Synthetics/Amsoil 
3238 Lockport Rd 
Sanborn NY  14132 
716-216-4045 
 
GoldRushEnergy526.com 
390 Lykers Rd 
Central Bridge NY  12035 
518-470-6079 
 
 

Please use a SCOPE 
member business 
whenever you can. Don’t 
forget to tell them you 
found their business in 
the SCOPE newsletter.  

 
✦ Want to annoy 
Governor Cuomo?  
Get Your Repeal 
The SAFE Act sign 
send an e-mail to: 
admin@scopeny.org. 

Advertising in 
FIRING LINES 

 
E-mail: 

admin@scopeny.org 
 

Or call 844-SCOPENY 



Firing Lines page 14 

2018 Legislative 
Reference Guide 

Limited copies are available 
$10.00 each 

 
Please fill out and return the 

attached form to: 
 

SCOPE, Inc. 
PO Box 165 

East Aurora, NY 14052 

 

NAME: _______________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ____________________ 
 
________________________________ 
 
CITY: _________________________ 
 
STATE: _____     ZIP: __________ 
 

2018 L.R.G.QUANTITY: ______ 
 
$10.00 Each 
Amt. Enclosed:               ____________ 

Election 2018 
By Richard Rossi 
 
 SCOPE members, before we real-
ize it another election will be upon us. This 
will be a critical election for all of us in 
NYS - I am not limiting this to gun owners 
because it impacts all American Citizens 
living in New York.  Now is the time to 
unite and have a unified agenda to defeat 
our anti-America establishment in Albany. 
 Let me be perfectly clear, this is 
not a time to be ‘Summer Soldiers’ or 'Fair 
Weather Patriots'.  It goes way beyond our 
Second Amendment Rights and Free-
doms.  We have also seen Governor Cuomo 
and our Albany Republicans 'chip away' at 
our 4th, 5th, 6th, and 14th Amendment guar-
antees. When the 2nd Amendment is abol-
ished, the rest are sure to fol-
low. Remember, unarmed citizens are not 
citizens but slaves, and can be easily con-
trolled. 
 I would like to share something 
that Ronald Reagan said: "While a Constitu-
tion may set forth rights and liberties only 
the citizens can maintain and guarantee 
those freedoms. Active and informed citi-
zenship is not just a right; It is a duty.” 
 In a republic, a Constitution or 
Charter of Rights protects certain inalienable rights that 
cannot be taken away by the government, even if it has 
been elected by a majority of voters. In a "pure democ-
racy," the majority is not restrained in this way and can 
impose its will on the minority. 
 The key difference between a Democracy and 
a Republic lies in the limits placed on government by the 
law, which has implications for minority rights. Both 
forms of government tend to use a representational system 

— i.e., citizens vote to elect politicians to represent their 
interests and form the government.  
 For a detailed full explanation of both the differ-
ences and similarities, please see the website: https://
www.diffen.com/difference/Democracy_vs_Republic 
 Remember an informed voter is a citizen. Learn 
the facts and get involved. Vote, and get others to vote. 
This is our country - don't let it be taken from us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tim Andrews, President of SCOPE speaking at the 'Rally 
for the 2nd Amendment' in Delhi, NY  
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An ‘Identity Crisis’ 
for Democrats or 
Fear of Admitting 
the Truth?  
By Attilio Contini, 
Secretary-Ulster County S.C.O.P.E. 
 
 We continually hear the talk-
ing heads tell us the Democrats have 
an identity crisis. They tell us they 
don't know who they are but nothing 
could be further from the truth.   They 
know full well. The Democrats’ prob-
lem is: they have become afraid to 
openly admit who they are and what 
they stand for. 
 They are afraid the Ameri-
can people are not ready to accept a 
class society where the enlightened 
five percent of them rule the rest of us 
from our cradle to the grave.   They 
are afraid we are not ready to relin-
quish all our freedom and let them 
abolish our Constitution.   In 2016 
they were confident that after eight 
years of Obama-style socialism the 
American people were willing to ac-
cept the nanny-state hook, line and 
sinker.   They had a rude awakening 
when Donald Trump came along with 
“Love America” and “Make America 
Great Again”. 
 All of a sudden, the voters 
responded with: Yes, we still love our 
Country and our Constitution, and we 
don't want a corrupt, criminal, degen-
erate, totalitarian class society. They 
were so ready to strike the final blow 
on our Free American system of gov-
ernment that they refuse to accept 
Trump's election. 
 They have resorted to a con-
certed effort of lying, deception, 
sabotage, and twisting or reversal of 
the reality of the situation to make the 
American people think, believe, that 
Trump and Conservative Republicans 
are the enemy of the people and the 
Republic.   They are afraid of the 
truth. They know that if the truth be 
known the people will drive them out 

of office. 
 So far they appear to have 
not been able to devise a plan that 
will hood wink the people into believ-
ing they are still the best thing since 
sliced bread and are the champions of 
the down trodden.   The Fake News 
tells us that they could very well pre-
vail this November.   Maybe so!   
They have all the wild cards includ-
ing the mass media.    All we have is 
Donald Trump.   One man can do 
only so much against the odds of en-
trenched brainwashing and misinfor-
mation to keep the voters misin-
formed. 
 They have a world view that 
should have no place in a free country 
and society.   We must realize the 
biggest security threat we have in this 
Country today is the enlightenment 
elitist Democrat Party with its en-
trenched 5th column Washington es-
tablishment.  Our two-party system 
has degenerated into an almost three-
party dilemma where the new parties 
should be called: the Treason Party, 
the Don't Rock The Boat Party, and 
the Make America Great Again Party. 
 We are dealing with people 
who are out to destroy this country 
politically, economically, morally, 
and socially.   They have infested 
Washington to the point where they 
are using various agencies and the 
system to destroy and undermine eve-
rything and everyone who challenges 
them.  
 We frequently talk of coop-
eration and compromise.  Do we ac-
tually see much of it in Washington 
and Albany anymore?   It always 
seems the Democratic notion of com-
promise is:  We take and the Republi-
cans must give.    The middle ground 
is always somewhere left of center.   
The problem has evolved and now it 
seems the liberal view point has 
shifted so far to the extreme left that 
so-called moderate is now extremely 
liberal. 
 The so-called progressives 
consider themselves better than the 
rest of us.   They have become intol-
erant of anyone who disagrees with 

them. Only one side is welcome to 
the table of ideas.   All others are ir-
relevant and are considered inferior 
extreme, irrational, false, wrong or 
evil.   They put down, belittle, de-
monize, and defame everyone who 
disagrees with them. 
 They refuse to accept let 
alone listen to anyone with different 
points of view.   All opportunity for 
compromise is unacceptable.   Their 
intolerance has become their hall-
mark.  This is why we are experienc-
ing the divisiveness and total non 
acceptance of Donald Trump as our 
elected President. They think they are 
so much better and smarter than the 
rest of us that they believe they have 
the right to force their philosophy on 
us.  
 They refuse to accept or 
allow others to prevail, because they 
think we are obligated to do as they 
say.   They even think they have the 
right to use the Government to sup-
press anyone who opposes them and 
are doing so.  They are so arrogant 
that they believe they have the right 
to force President Trump out of office 
at all costs or impeach him, because 
he is “unfit and unqualified” to hold 
any public office let alone be Presi-
dent.   In their mind he is too 
“deplorable” to be President.   How 
dared he be elected! 
 They have become conde-
scending elitists, Gods unto them-
selves, who think they are predestined 
to control and rule the rest of us.   
How dare we challenge them!   No 
one's opinion or belief is worth any-
thing except theirs.    They talk about 
Democracy and equality but only for 
them.    
 So where does gun control 
fit into the scheme of things?   Well, 
elitism is like a puzzle.  They are al-
ready using violence!   At some point 
we, the American people, are going to 
have to say, enough!  Did you notice 
that Obama made a comment that his 
biggest regret was that he was not 
able to get more gun controls?   He 

(Continued on page 17) 



knows they need the means to be able to confiscate 
all guns swiftly and completely before the revolt 
starts.     
 Look at where this whole anti- Trump 
movement is going.   The movement has been grow-
ing for years.    The current corrupt sinister game 
actually began in 2010.   Think about it.   The elitists 
have infested our government and have a strangle-
hold on our higher educational system.    Obama 
planted like-minded people thru out various depart-
ments and agencies where they can organize the total 
police state they plan for us.   Today these people are 
working 24 hours a day obstructing and destroying 
everything Trump tries to do.   It is amazing that 
Trump has accomplished as much as he has. 
 We are teetering on the edge of the cliff.   
We almost stepped off into the abyss of the enlight-
enment world view.   It is time we realize what the 
consequences of that will be.   We must step back 
and return to the traditionalism. 
 We cannot let the Swamp swallow up 
President Trump! 

(Continued from page 16) 
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“There are almost 4 million 
gun owners in 

New York. 
 

Cuomo got 2.1 million votes 
in 2014.  

Do the math!” 

Have you Moved? 
If you have moved,  please send us your new address so 

we can update our files. 

Have you changed your Email? 
Sending us your email address does two things: 

It allows us to get information to you quickly 

It saves on mailing costs 

Please email updates to: 

admin@scopeny.org  or mail to - 

PO Box 165 

East Aurora, NY 14052 

Make a 
difference 

 
VOTE! 
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The Firearm Suppressor 
By Harold Moskowitz 
 
 The first commercially suc-
cessful firearm suppressor was de-
vised by Hiram P. Maxim in 1902.  
He was the son of Hiram S. Maxim, 
inventor of the Maxim Machine Gun.  
The Maxim Silent Firearms Company 
began production in Hartford, Con-
necticut in 1908.  He received U.S. 
Patent 916,885 for a “Silent Firearm” 
in 1909.  It sold in hardware stores 
for around five dollars.  The Sears 
and Roebuck mail order catalogue 
advertised it as a “moderator which 
will allow a person to protect the 
chicken coup without disturbing the 
neighbors.”  Theodore Roosevelt had 
one on his Winchester 1894 carbine 
at his Sagamore Hill home on Long 
Island. 
 Maxim silencers were made 
for rifle calibers from .22 to .45.  
They could be ordered custom for 
large caliber Winchesters and Rem-
ington Autoloaders.  Even shot-
loaded cartridges worked with his 
silencers.  Company advertising 
claimed that the silencer “absolutely 
prevents report noise and reduces 
recoil over two-thirds.” 
 Despite his claims of total 
silence, Maxim took pains to inform 
potential customers that although his 
device stopped “all of the noise of the 
report,” it would not control the 
“noise made out in the air beyond the 
gun by a high velocity bullet in 
flight.”  To provide a totally silent 
shot, he offered for sale modified 
ammunition with velocity less than 
1,100 feet/second.  The cartridge used 
a heavy bullet for maintaining strike 
energy at the reduced velocity.  
Modified ammunition was supplied 
for all center-fire rifle calibers at the 
same price as regular ammunition. 
 The silencer checked the 
muzzle blast of a firearm by forcing 
the gasses to whirl around inside the 
device.  In the process the gasses 
were slowed down by curved vanes 
and allowed to leave the gun barrel 

gradually instead of instantly.  It 
could be attached to a threaded rifle 
barrel or to a threaded thimble which 
could be pressed onto the gun barrel.  
His design placed the silencer’s 
chambers below the barrel so that the 
iron sights could be used.  The bul-
let’s path was unimpeded by the de-
vice. 
 There were no governmental 
restrictions upon possession or use.  
“Gentlemen” were encouraged to use 
them as a consideration of other 
shooters.  Target practice could be 
done without bothering the neighbors.  
All of the benefits of silencer use 
were dealt a serious blow by the Na-
tional Firearms Act of 1934.  Con-
gress had been under pressure to deal 
with Prohibition Era violence result-
ing from mobster assassinations of 
rivals and bank robberies.  The law 
criminalized short-barreled rifles and 
shotguns.  Fully automatic weapons 
such as the Thompson submachine 
gun became tightly restricted weap-
ons.  Silencers, like the fully auto-
matic weapons, could be owned after 
complying with bureaucratic proce-
dures and payment of a $200 tax.  It 
has been suggested that the silencer 
tax in part was to prevent poor, rural 
families from being able to kill deer 
for food off-season without being 
detected.  According to Emily Ruper-
t u s ,  w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e 
“NRABLOG’ (Oct. 5, 2016) the $200 
tax in 1934 was the equivalent of 
$3,583.71 in today’s purchasing 
power. 
 The term “suppressor” was 
introduced in the 1980’s.  It is more 
accurate than the term “silencer” 
since except as portrayed in Holly-
wood movies, a gunshot cannot truly 
be made silent.  As with infringement 
of the Second Amendment, denial of 
access to hearing protection is a civil 
rights issue and should be pursued as 
such in any litigation or proposed 
bills.  While hearing protection can 
be used at a gun range, neither hunt-
ers nor hunting dogs have hearing 
protection in the field.  The 
“Dangerous Decibles Program” at the 

University of Northern Colorado has 
determined that noises exceeding 85 
dB can cause permanent hearing 
damage over time.  The program’s 
results indicate that a gunshot report 
can be between 140 and 190 dB, 
which would cause immediate dam-
age. 
 Many European nations with 
very strong gun restrictions allow 
ownership of suppressors.  Great Brit-
ain requires them by law on all hunt-
ing rifles.  If forty-two U.S. states and 
many strict gun control European 
nations see suppressors as a positive 
health safety item, then why can’t our 
elected leaders entrusted with the 
duty to protect the health and well-
being of the people see the issue in 
the same way? 
 On the national level, New 
York Representatives Chris Collins, 
Claudia Tenney and Lee Zeldin, 
along with 158 other Republicans and 
three Democrats, co-sponsored the 
Hearing Protection Act of 2017 (H.R. 
367).  It was introduced by Represen-
tative Jeff Duncan (S.C. 3).  Eventu-
ally, it was inserted into the Sports-
men’s Heritage Recreational En-
hancement Act (H.R. 3668).  The 
measure would have amended the 
federal criminal code to preempt state 
or local laws that tax or regulate fire-
arm silencers as well as ending the 
$200 national tax.  It was discharged 
successfully from several committees. 
Unfortunately, due to political con-
siderations, it never made it to a full 
House vote where you could have 
seen how your elected representatives 
stood on the issue. 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY 
TO REMEMBER 
OUR FREEDOMS 
By Budd Schroeder 
 

 Independence Day is a day to 
celebrate the birth of a country that had 
its start to create a new form of govern-
ment based on the rule of law, not the 
whims of dictators or royalty.  It was a 
great idea and still is, but there are peo-
ple in our country that disagree.  Those 
who call themselves “progressive” have 
simply attached another name to 
“socialism.” 
 Our founding fathers and the 
patriots who fought and suffered to 
break away from the bonds of royalty 
of the British Empire would have a 
tough time recognizing the pattern of 
movement away from the concepts of 
their efforts.  The major focus of their 
type of government was individual free-
doms.  They wrote a constitution to 
guarantee certain unalienable rights as 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. 
 They placed in the documents 
of freedom the fact that the rights were 
endowed by out Creator and not given 
by men. The document was written to 
assure that the limits were placed on the 
government and the leaders to be un-
able to destroy or infringe on their 
rights.  However, during the course of 
history, politicians have “adjusted” or 
eroded those rights, contrary to the 
wishes of our Founding Fathers. 
 The Constitution starts with 
the guarantee of free speech, free press 
and freedom of religion, but some 
members of our society have a problem 
with that.  They have warped the con-
cept of religion and have changed as-
pects of it to be “freedom from relig-
ion.”  They have forced removal of 
doors or signs showing the Ten Com-
mandments in some public buildings 
and won’t allow prayers to be said at 
some public functions.   
 The term “Merry Christmas” 
has been criticized and changed to 
“Happy Holidays” and the holiest of the 
Christian celebrations has been eroded 
into a commercial buying frenzy.  God 
has been replaced by the Almighty Dol-
lar.  School children have been prohib-
ited from mentioning the holiday in 

their classrooms and criticized for say-
ing “Merry Christmas” to their friends.   
 The “politically correct” peo-
ple will fight to have THEIR right to 
any type of free speech they choose, but 
if speech conflicts with their definition 
of politically correct, there can be con-
sequences varying from criticism to 
loss of jobs or businesses.  We still are 
confused about who determines what is 
“politically correct” but the liberal left 
media and politicians seem to be at the 
forefront or the movement. 
 It is probably just a coinci-
dence, but it is difficult to recall any 
mass murders in schools before the 
saying of prayers was banned in the 
classrooms or religious education being 
allowed during school hours.  Just one 
thought of many on the subject. It is 
strange to see the differences of how 
religion is treated, even in the court-
rooms. 
 People will swear on the Bible 
or affirm that they will tell the truth in a 
courtroom.  How long will it be before 
the Bible will be forbidden as part of 
the process?  Perjury is the same for 
either and it would help the progres-
sives to further erode the role of relig-
ion in THEIR society. 
 A baker was fined because he 
would not decorate a wedding cake for 
a same sex wedding because it was a 
violation of his religious beliefs.  Re-
cently, that was overturned by SCO-
TUS. However, it still lingers on when 
a person must be concerned that his or 
her religious beliefs can come in con-
flict with the liberal version of what 
public policy should be.   
 The Declaration of Independ-
ence was flawed when it stated that “all 
men are created equal” because it did 
not ban slavery.  That was a huge issue 
and was a compromise to make the 13 
colonies a union of 13 states.  The Su-
preme Court with the Dred Scott Deci-
sion and Fugitive Slave Act stated that 
slavery was not unconstitutional and it 
took a Civil War to right that 
wrong.  However, it brought out the 
13t h Amendment and freedom 
reigned.  Many brave men lost their 
lives in gaining that freedom as was 
done in the Revolutionary War. 
 The Second Amendment has 
been assaulted since that war.  “The 

right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed” was an 
inconvenience to the liberals of that 
time and gun control was introduced. 
The real purpose was to keep the newly 
freed slaves from defending themselves 
against the KKK and night riders who 
still viewed African Americans as infe-
rior and not deserving of means of self-
defense. 
 The term “infringed” is obvi-
ously very subjective and has been a 
constant issue in the courts for more 
than a century.  The New York Sullivan 
Act and the SAFE Act are two exam-
ples of how the leftist liberals twist 
facts and enlist corrupt politicians to 
destroy constitutional rights for the 
citizens.  The amendment was placed in 
the Constitution as the Second Amend-
ment to protect the people from being 
subjected to an oppressive govern-
ment.  The Founding Fathers consid-
ered that to be very important. 
 The Constitution is a written 
contract and is being challenged by the 
liberal left to conform to their socialis-
tic beliefs.  They want to expand the 
government’s power at the expense of 
the individual freedoms of the citi-
zens.  As they erode the freedoms with 
laws that give more power to the bu-
reaucrats and reduce the freedoms of 
the individuals, it is a decided attempt 
to move the government from a repub-
lic to socialism.   
 Independence Day is a day to 
reflect and remember the origin of our 
country and the brave patriots who 
fought and died in the Revolutionary 
War, Civil War, two World Wars and 
several conflicts that were listed as 
efforts to “save democracy” in foreign 
lands.  The sacrifices were great.   
 We will watch parades with 
soldiers marching and carrying the 
American Flag, which many of the lib-
eral left go out of their way to disre-
spect.  They can do this because of 
“freedom of speech.”  They use the 
amendment to spit on the Constitution 
and the memory of those patriots who 
lost their limbs, health and lives to fight 
for freedom, here and abroad.  May this 
country come to its senses and spend 
the day with respect and a promise of 
maintaining the concept of freedom as 
it was originally intended. 
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YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN 

YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT 

INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS? 

 

SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE! 
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SIGN UP TODAY! 
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