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Gun rights 101

An Opportunity
By Tom Reynolds
A Quinnipiac University poll asked
Americans: if you were in the same position
as Ukrainians are now, would you stay and
fight or leave the country? 68% of Republicans said they would stay and fight but only
52% of Democrats would stay and fight. Put
another way, 25% of Republicans said they
would leave while 40% of Democrats would
leave.
The first follow up question I would
have asked those that would leave: where are
you going to go?
A 2021 study by Statista Research
Department showed that 61% of Republicans
live in a household with at least 1 gun while
31% of Democrats live in a household with
at least 1 gun. These percentages are on the
high side from other studies, but all seem to
have a 20 to 30 point difference between
Republicans and Democrats in gun ownership.
Look at the positive side.
The first thing to notice about the
above is that almost a third of Democrats are
gun owners. We have been in a struggle to
save the 2nd Amendment and the gun grabbing Left has to be worried; gun owners
aren’t just the right-wing rednecks they try to
label us. When Democrats get together, one
out of three or four is a gun owner!
In addition, new gun ownership is
setting records and, increasingly, the new
owners are women and minorities, two constituencies the Democrats depend upon for
votes.
There are now 21 “Constitutional
Carry” states and another 20 are “Shall Issue” states, which leaves only 9 “May Issue”
states. (Unfortunately for us, New York is
one of the nine.) The overwhelming major-
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ity of the states are pro-gun ownership.
Another positive is that the majority
of Americans would stay and fight. Which
begs the question: why? Since the Viet Nam
War, Democrats have been running down
America and its values throughout the school
systems. They’ve slandered our founders,
labeled the USA as a white supremacist, racist, gun crazy, imperialist, Christian, misogynist…well, you know the rest. The overwhelming majority of teachers are Democrats and many do not hesitate to propagandize their students from kindergarten through
college. Even the military is teaching Critical Race Theory. The Left owns the media
and is constantly repeating their message.
And yet, in spite of all this, the majority believe America is worth fighting for. After
almost a half century of indoctrination, the
leadership of the Left has not been successful
in convincing the majority of people to hate
America- and they have to be worried about
that.
How did America survive, so far?
Lots of people stood up for American values and ideals in spite of the tide
against them. Ronald Reagan, Rush Limbaugh and Donald Trump come immediately
to mind as leaders in promoting and defending America values and, especially, the 2nd
Amendment. Organizations such as the
NRA, SCOPE and many others have been
there defending the 2nd Amendment. Talk
radio came along just in time. In spite of the
Left’s overwhelming advantage in the media
and academia, the truth about America and
its Constitution still got out. Even a tragedy
such as the current Ukrainian invasion has
reminded people of the importance of the 2nd
Amendment.
(Continued on page 3)
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Join SCOPE
Today!
SCOPEny2A.org
“Guns are our
friends because in a
country without
guns, I'm what's
known as "prey."
All females are.”
Ann Coulter
The mission of
S.C.O.P.E. is to
Protect, Restore
and Expand the
gun rights of all
New Yorkers.
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And we can also count on another factor that is as
valid as the law of gravity; socialism, in any of its forms,
always fails. Its failures are epic and they surround us in
such numbers, both current and historical, that anyone with
just a partially open mind cannot miss them. Trying to
ignore Socialism’s failures is like trying to ignore the law
of gravity while in an airplane; it will only lead to disaster.
But the Left never stops. They will continue to
try and divide us for divisions sake; divide and conquer. In
an almost evenly divided country, they are ruling as if they
had a super majority. Now, they fear a monumental loss in
the coming November’s election and they are trying to pass
as many laws as possible to handcuff future legislatures.
Anti-2nd Amendment laws are proposed at the federal level
in spite of all evidence that Americans want more – not
less – guns. As in all socialist societies, the political leadership wants to force socialism on us. In other countries they
do it at the point of a gun but here in the USA, we have that
pesky 2nd Amendment to contend with.
We have another advantage; the far Left cannot
bring themselves to admit that their programs don’t work
and ultimately cause more harm than good. This last year
has been proof of their failure and proof that the far Left
keeps beating their dead horses. Ninety years ago, Will
Rogers advised that, “If you find yourself standing in a
hole, stop digging”. The Left is standing in a hole of their
own making and they can’t stop shoveling. Soft-on-crime
D.A.’s and mayors continue to ignore theft, arson, assaults
and looting that destroys the American dream – and people
have noticed. Their economic policies create inflation
which victimizes the poor, middle class and fixed income
seniors but the left can’t stop printing money. In spite of
rising crime, the radical left wanted to defund the police.
We need to be aware that the Left is trying to use
the government to punish those who dare oppose them. A
radical Left Attorney General wants to investigate parents,
as domestic terrorists, who speak out at school board meetings. Anyone who dared to work for Donald Trump faces
either prosecution or having their career torpedoed, while
those that abused their authority in the Obama administration continue to enjoy freedom. Contrast the way the January 6th people have been handled with the handling of BLM
and ANTIFA, who spent the year rioting. The Biden administration is trying to get around the 1st Amendment by
strong-arming private companies into doing the censoring

Yates Chapter
Chairman John Prendergast
jpr3nder66@outlook.com
315.694.0481

for the government. And the list goes on.
We must be willing to step up to defend America
constitutional values even at the risk to ourselves. It's time
to stop defending and go on the offense.
Hyphenation divides words and it divides Americans. You’re either an American or not. There are no African-Americans or Jewish-Americans of AsianAmericans. You might be an American of African descentor an American of Jewish descent or an American of
Asian descent but you are first and only an American. Period. Be proud of your heritage but be prouder of being an
American.
Everything points to our being able to clean house
in Washington this November, but it won’t just happen.
We need to work at recruiting potential voters and be sure
they vote. And gun owners need to vote. No more conscientious objectors when it comes to the war on the 2nd
Amendment.
We must reach out to new gun owners. Most are
probably unaware of the war on guns that we have been
fighting. How many bought their gun knowing there is a
proposed law in Congress to charge every gun owner $800
per year for liability insurance. This is a blatant attempt to
rob the poor and middle class of their constitutional right.
The Left has way overstepped themselves with
their radical policies in schools and social issues. We need
to support those already fighting and stand up, ourselves,
against the crazy, divisive, unnatural policies of the left.
It doesn’t matter if you are voting for preserving
the 2nd Amendment or voting against inflation, division or
Critical Race Theory; your vote counts just as much toward
ridding our country of the curse of socialism. We need to
defeat anti-Second Amendment extremists at the federal,
state, and local levels via the ballot box this November and,
again, in 2024. The Left has given us a great opportunity,
let’s not fumble it away through apathy.
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PROPOSED FEDERAL GUN
RELATED LAWS
HOUSE, SENATE, STATUS, SCOPE, POSITION
HR0645, SB0045, In Committee, OPPOSE, no change
Educational institutions receiving 'Elementary and Secondary
Education Grants may not use these grants to procure firearms or
train in the use of firearms.
HR0748, SB1235, In Committee, OPPOSE, no change
Requirement for storage of firearms in residences if someone
under 18 or someone ineligible to possess a firearm could possibly gain access to the firearm. Fines or a crime depending upon

circumstances. D O J to give preferences to states enacting similar
laws. The wording in this bill is duplicated in the NYS Safe Act.
HR0825, SB1028, In Committee, OPPOSE, no change
Authorizes the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to
conduct or support research on firearms safety or gun violence
prevention. Puts aside $50 million per year from 2022-2027
NONE, SB0183, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE, no change
Inform FBI about people investigated for terrorism who submit
NICS check.
To provide appropriate information to Federal law enforcement
and intelligence agencies, pursuant to investigating terrorism, and
for other purposes. Note: definition of investigated for terrorism
could be easily abused by DC Swamp.
NONE, SB0292, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE, no change
Mandates state have Extreme Risk Protective Orders for up to 12
months. The wording in this bill is duplicated in the NYS Safe
Act.
NONE, SB0525, Judiciary Committee, SUPPORT, no change
Revises criminal provisions related to the interstate transportation
of firearms and ammunition. The bill prohibits the arrest or detention of an individual for a state or local firearm or ammunition
violation unless there is probable cause. This bill facilitates interstate transportation of firearms and ammo.
NONE, SB0529, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE, no change
Establishes new background check requirements for firearm transfers between private parties (i.e. unlicensed individuals). Specifically, it prohibits a firearm transfer between private parties unless
a licensed gun dealer, manufacturer, importer first takes possession of the firearm to conduct a background check. The prohibition does not apply to certain firearm transfers, such as a gift between spouses in good faith.
NONE, SB0591, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE, no change
Prohibits a licensed gun dealer from transferring a firearm to an
unlicensed person prior to the completion of a background check.
Current law permits a licensed a licensed gun dealer to transfer a
firearm to an unlicensed person if a submitted background check
remains incomplete after three business days. Similar wording in
the NYS Safe Act.
HR8, NONE, OPPOSE, no change
Bipartisan Background Checks Act of 2021
Expands NICS background check to every firearm sale and transfer, even temporary transfers. Very partisan Democrat bill.
HR0030, SB878, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE, no change
Gun Trafficking Prohibition Act, Subcommittee on Crime, etc.
Limits 3rd party firearm purchases. Already existing laws covering this.
HR0038, NONE, Judiciary Committee, SUPPORT, no change
Concealed Carry Interstate Reciprocity, Subcommittee on Crime,
etc, Act. Facilitates Concealed Carry between states.
(Continued on page 20)
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Review: ‘Gun Rights 101’
By Tyler Yzaguirre
By Dr Robert Young
Gun Rights 101: Firing Back Against Gun Control’s Biggest Lies is a nice little book. That is a good
thing, not faint praise. There are other books with the same
purpose, to arm the reader with the facts about gun ownership and their proper use, notably Dr. John Lott’s Gun
Control Myths and Guy Smith’s Guns and Control: A Nonpartisan Guide to Understanding Mass Public Shootings,
Gun Accidents, Public Carry, Suicides, Defensive Use and
More. But these are longer, denser, and dive deep.
Gun Rights 101 hits the high points clearly and
succinctly. Yzaguirre covers 40 “Big Lies” in 40 pages,
with one or several “Fire Backs” that counter them. It’s
perfect for the newly interested gun owner and advocate.
Yzaguirre hits the high points of controversies in just a
paragraph or two of accurate, easily communicated information that can be just as easily passed on by the reader to
others. I wish I’d thought to write it. (If I had, I’d have
expanded the Table of Contents to note each of the 40 lies
so that each could be turned to directly.)
Tyler Yzaguirre is the founder and president of
the Second Amendment Institute, (SAI) a non-profit advocacy and legal foundation in the Washington, D.C. area. It
is the newest of the set of activist pro-RKBA organizations, founded in 2016. The Institute worked with Dick
Heller on Heller v District of Columbia (“Heller II”), in
which the Supreme Court struck down four egregious obstacles to ready gun ownership in the District, in September. Through its project Students for Self-Defense, SAI also
recruits college students on campuses nationwide for prorights activism. In September, SAI hosted its annual Defending Freedom Action Summit in Richmond,
which Yzaguirre likes to call “CPAC for the younger generation.”[Full disclosure: I know Tyler and, despite the
“younger generation” moniker, was a speaker at the DFAS.
SAI is a growing organization with fresh energy and, as in
other pro-2A organizations, I am a life member.]
I found I might respond differently to some of the
arguments he covers. For example, about the falsehood that
“States with more guns have more gun crime,” his comments don’t show how state-by-state or national statistics
contradict that. And I’m skeptical that as many as “0.98%
of legally owned guns were used in violent crimes” even in
Texas. This isn’t supported by the footnoted reference, and
conflicts with data I know.
There are near 400 million guns in the United States,
where over 1,200,000 violent crimes occurred in 2019 (the
latest year the FBI reports). That yields a much lower proportion, 0.3% if each crime were committed with a different gun. But in reality it is even far lower for two reasons:

The great majority, 72%, of violent crimes aren’t even
committed using firearms, and so many, perhaps 48% of
violent crimes and up to 85% of urban firearm homicides,
are committed by gang members reusing the same guns.
However, the point of this book is not to arm the typical
new pro-gun enthusiast with masses of hard statistics. It is
to provide easily grasped responses to common anti-gun
tropes–and indeed, the comebacks are all relevant, concise,
and effective.
The second half of the book is a thorough review of the
21st century’s two seminal Supreme Court Second Amendment decisions, Heller and McDonald. Heller confirmed
the Constitutional right of individuals to “keep” arms
and McDonald “incorporated” (extended) that right to the
whole USA beyond the District of Columbia. Yzaguirre
summarizes how these cases came about, the arguments
presented, and what the decisions meant to the RKBA in
much more (but very readable) detail.
This is a useful addition to the literature, falling
between the plethora of articles describing each decision
but much handier than full-on academic book length treatment of them. And it’s timely, as we await SCOTUS’ decision in Bruen v New York State which should clarify the
“bear” portion of our “right to keep and bear arms.” Let’s
hope to see that case added to the book in its next edition.
Gun Rights 101 is well worth the $17.76 asked.
Get it? Good. Got it? Even better. If not, go get it.
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Warning For NY Firearm Owners:
Don’t Die.
By Tom Reynolds
SCOPE has been asked about leaving firearms to someone after death. This can be a very simple thing, in very limited
cases, or very complex. SCOPE does not give legal advice. The
following will clearly demonstrate why we do not give legal advice! But what we can do is make you aware of some of the pitfalls that you should avoid. Legal sites constantly advise you to
consult a lawyer and, in this case, that’s good advice. And of
course, the laws on guns change constantly so what is correct and
legal today may not be tomorrow (another reason we don’t give
legal advice and why you should talk to a lawyer)!
All of this assumes you have a Last Will and Testament.
Bad assumption? If so, don’t bother going any further. The laws
covering dying without a Will can be very ugly and your guns are
one of many problems. If you want to protect your firearms, go
see a lawyer to discuss a Will, sooner rather than later.
If you have a Will, and it was written before the passage of the
SAFE Act (or written without considering the effects of the SAFE
Act), you should probably consider updating it.
Here are some the issues you need to go over with the lawyer:
Make an inventory of your firearms prior to death. This will
let the person responsible for probating / administering your estate, (usually referred to as the executor), know that you have
firearms, where they are located, what licenses you hold, etc.
The executor has several legal responsibilities regarding
firearms. The Surrogate’s Court Procedure Act (SCPA) governs
estates and requires every executor to file an Inventory of every
firearm, shotgun and rifle with the local Surrogate’s (probate)
Court, with a copy sent to the Division of Criminal Justice Services in Albany. The inventory must have the make, model,
gauge, and value of each gun left in a decedent’s personal belongings. Heirs to an estate holding firearms assets should be aware
that failure to file the required inventories is a violation of New
York Penal Law.
Is the gun legal and are you legally allowed to possess it? If
you fail on either of these questions, it would be best to resolve
them before you die. It will be difficult for you to resolve them
later! Your executor’s work and the cost of administering your
estate will get infinitely worse if you don’t resolve this and your
gun may not end up where you want it to go.

with them to be sure that their state laws are also covered. Again,
you will want a lawyer on this.
Is the gun co-owned (joint ownership) by another person? It’s
probably like a joint bank account in which each person owns the
gun and if one dies the other has 100% ownership. However,
since this is New York, it’s not a sure thing. Some people have
reported that this arrangement works to transfer them out side of
the estate, but each case can be unique.
While counties will usually allow firearms to be “coregistered,” each co-registered firearm must be listed on each
person’s pistol permit; often this is only allowed between immediate family members. Some counties also require that both coregistrants live in the same county, or even same household.
Of course, as with any joint ownership, the question is:
who do you trust? The joint owner now jointly owns the weapon
and any action you want to take with it (before or after your
death) may require the joint owner’s approval. And if you want to
leave it to someone other than the joint owner…you definitely
need a lawyer.
Transferring guns during your life, either by sale or lifetime
gifts to family to avoid probate. If you sell them, you need to
follow the laws for gun sales (NICS check, eligibility, etc.).
If you gift them, check the gift tax laws. You can gift up
to $16,000 to one person in 2022 without that person owing tax
on the gift.(The maximum changes almost every year. $16,000 is
the tax-free maximum for all gifts combined, not just firearms, to
any one person in any one year.)
If you have multiple guns or valuable guns that have a
total worth of more than $16,000, you may be able to split the
gifts over multiple years to stay below $16,000 yearly and avoid a
gift tax.
In 2022, the federal no tax estate maximum is around
$12 million and the New York State no tax estate maximum is
around $6 million.
If your total estate is below the threshold for no estate
tax, your gift will probably have no estate tax impact.(Remember,
there may be no estate tax in this case but if you gift more than
$16,000 to one person in 2022, they must pay a gift tax on the
amount above $16,000.)
If your estate is above the estate tax threshold and may
incur an estate tax, gifts below $16,000 may or may not have an
impact. You need a lawyer.

Designating a beneficiary. Even if you leave the gun(s) to a specific beneficiary, the executor cannot simply give them to the
beneficiary without potential criminal liability. The executor
must:
1) have knowledge that you legally owned the gun(s);
2) ascertain that the beneficiary of the gun(s) may legally own the
gun(s);
3) adhere to proper transfer procedures.
The beneficiary cannot take possession of the handguns until they
are registered to the beneficiary’s pistol permit. Encourage potential beneficiaries to obtain any needed permits as soon as possible!

Handling firearms in the estate. Each county in New York has
its own specific rules on the exact procedure to handle the deceased’s guns.
It is important to realize that the law does not make
clear who is responsible for the guns after the death of a gun
owner. The “person in charge of the decedent’s personal belongings” can be anyone who resides at the home where you stored
your guns or it can be the executor of your estate or anyone else
who may have a claim to your personal belongings. Any or all of
the people who fall into these categories could be subject to criminal charges if the guns are not properly handled. Remember,
anyone taking possession of the gun must be legally entitled to
take possession, even temporarily!

Out-of-state heirs. If beneficiary is living in another state, check

(Continued on page 7)
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The procedures to “lawfully dispose” of guns is again,
not uniform throughout the state. The local police or sheriff’s
department typically has jurisdiction to determine proper transfer
procedures. In some counties, the department may send an officer
to the decedent’s home to inventory the guns and take them for
safekeeping until proper transfer procedures can be followed. In
other cases, lawful disposal can be accomplished with the assistance of a licensed firearm dealer.
Other estate issues you should be aware of. An executor may
be able to legally possess the guns for up to 15 days in order to
lawfully transfer, or dispose of them. If they cannot do so within
that timeframe, they will need to give the firearms
to law enforcement officials to hold for safe keeping while probate action is undertaken. Law enforcement holds the firearms
either one or two years, depending on the county (one year is
probably the safe bet). When an executor does not transfer or
dispose of the firearms given to law enforcement, within that
period, law enforcement officials can have the firearms destroyed.
Illegal possession or transfer of a decedent’s registered
firearm, without following statutory protocol for estate transfer to
a beneficiary, is considered a misdemeanor offense “criminal
possession of a weapon in the fourth degree”.
An executor should never remove firearms from the
home of the decedent or transport guns in their vehicle when
turning guns over to the police. Call the local police or sheriff’s
department and ask for an officer to come to the decedent’s home
to inventory and collect the firearms.
What about a “gun trust”? Some estate planning attorneys are
solving these issues through the use of a “gun trust.” A gun trust
is typically set up as a living trust. It is made specifically to transfer firearms, with the gun owner set up as the trustee. Transferring the firearms to a gun trust, provided it is properly documented and reported (which, unfortunately, will probably engender some level of state review), should protect them from seizure

by the local law enforcement upon death. Letting a trust control
the disposition of a firearm collection also helps avoid probate. It
should be noted, however, that in New York, the documentation
regarding the transfer of the firearms is not part of public record
in probate proceedings.
A trust does not always make sense for a person who
wishes to pass down firearms. For example, if the dollar value of
the collection is not very high or the guns do not come with federal restrictions, the benefits of a trust are diminished. Setting up
these trusts is very complicated and, again, the services of an
attorney will be required.
As we all know, New York State is very gun-owner
“unfriendly,” and continues to be even after death. Many New
York politicians, especially downstate, would be very happy to
see your firearms destroyed when you pass away (if not before).
Guns are valuable, both in terms of monetary value and, often,
sentimental value; sometimes, guns have been in families for
generations.
Avoid their loss after your death and avoid criminal penalties for your loved ones. Don’t hesitate. Ask a lawyer
who works in estate law, preferably one who supports the Second
Amendment, about the legal transfer of an estate owned firearm
asset.
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ARTICLE V – Blessing or Disaster
By Richard Rossi
Are you aware of an effort that is going on in our
country, concerning our Constitution? It has been going on
for several years in various states all across our country. I
am speaking about ARTICLE V, better known as
a Constitutional Convention (CON-CON) or a Convention
of States (COS).
Our Founding Fathers predicted the rise of Big
Government and they feared a tyrannical Federal Government, just as much as they feared a tyrannical king. Therefore, they left us - the American citizens - with a powerful
Constitutional tool. A tool that was intended to stop runaway governments. This tool is ARTICLE V of the Constitution which authorizes states to call a "Constitutional
Convention" for the propose of amending the Constitution.
Our Constitution (ARTICLE V) states: "The Congress, whenever 2/3's of both Houses deem it necessary,
shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or on the
Application of the Legislatures of 2/3's of the several
states, shall call a CONVENTION for proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all intents
and purposes, as part of this Constitution, when ratified by
the legislatures of 3/4's of the several states, or by Convention in 3/4's thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the congress....."
There is much that reinforces that the time is now
for such a convention. Things have gotten completely out
of hand in Washington: crippling debt; out of control
spending; mandates; massive tax implementation; oppressive, abusive Executive Orders aimed at destroying our
Rights and Freedoms; unaccountable, unelected bureaucrats making laws that Congress did not vote on; and the
rise of Socialist politicians who care nothing for the values
of our nation's Founding Fathers.
The answer seems to be somewhat simple; invoke
ARTICLE V and call a Constitutional Convention. All it
takes is 3/4's (34) of the state Legislatures to pass a resolution calling for an ARTICLE V Convention to propose
amendments which limit the authority and jurisdiction of
our Federal Government. Amendments might cover: Term
Limits; Balanced Budget; power to override Executive
Orders, Federal Regulations, and Supreme Court decisions;
Prohibiting Washington from controlling Education, energy and our environment.
Seems simple, on the surface. Is this our country's saving grace; our BLESSING that our Founding Fathers gave us?
The effort has been underway since 2013. Yes, it
is a slow process; it is a serious initiative and something
that should not be taken lightly. Eighteen States: Alaska,
Arizona, Utah, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Texas, Louisi-

ana, Arkansas, Missouri, Indiana, Tennessee, Mississippi,
Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Nebraska, Wisconsin and West
Virginia have already passed the application to call a Convention.
The central goal of Convention of States supporters is to greatly “limit the power and jurisdiction of the
federal government” and to send most governing authority
back to the states.
But, is the cure worse than the disease? Since
1787, no convention has ever been called under Article V
for a reason: there is just too much at stake. Much could
go wrong. Will the objective be realized or will we be
worse off? Is the best option to work within our current
Constitution and have citizens speak-out and demand that
our Constitution/Bill of Rights be enforced? Or, rather than
a convention, just elect Representatives that will protect
and support our Constitution. We the people are in charge
unless we sit back and give up.
In 1787, the delegates trashed the Articles of Confederation and gave us a brand-new constitution instead. That new constitution recognized that we needed to
speak with a single voice to the rest of the world. So, delegates expanded the powers of the central government to
make that happen while creating checks and balances to
minimize concentration of authority within the central government. That turned out pretty well but past performance
doesn’t guarantee current success.
One danger is a runaway convention. What if the
convention tried rolling back our constitutional rights and
civil liberties: our right to vote; our right to free speech;
our Second Amendment rights; our reproductive rights; our
citizenship rules and more? All these could be up for
grabs.
In the current anti-Second Amendment environment on the Left, will the Second Amendment be completely removed or re-written so “We the People” are no
longer able to bear arms without government approval?
Will this no longer be a Right but a Privilege at the whim
of some elected government official? Will arms be completely banned for citizens like many countries have done?
But there is one final check against a runaway
convention. Whatever that convention recommends must
be “…ratified by the legislatures of 3/4's of the several
states, or by Convention in 3/4's thereof”. In addition, it’s
not clear if the proposals can be individually accepted or
must be taken as a whole. Which asks the question: do you
trust your state legislators?
With no rules and complete uncertainty about the
constitutional process, an Article V convention could cause
political and economic chaos. There is no language in the
U.S. Constitution to limit a convention to one issue, no
guidelines for rules to govern a convention, no rules on
who picks the delegates and how they are selected, no
(Continued on page 10)
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SCOPE Member Clubs
The following are clubs that
are members of SCOPE. If you plan
to join a club, please try to join one
that is a SCOPE member. If your club
would like to become a SCOPE club
member please give SCOPE a call or
drop us an E-mail.
5 Point Rod & Gun Club
Adirondack Federation of Sports Clubs
Alabama Hunt Club
Alfred Rod & Gun Club
Allied Sportsmen of WNY
Almond Rod & Gun Club
A-ON-DO-WA-NUH Sportsman Club
Assoc. of Former NYS Troopers,
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club
Barre Sportsmens Club
Barrington Rifle Club
Batavia Rod & Gun Club
Bath Rod & Gun Club,
Bergen Rod & gun Club
Black Rock Fish & Game Club,
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club
Boonville Rod & Gun Club,
Branchport Rod & Gun Club
Broome County Sportsmen's Assoc.,
Buckhorn Sportsmens Club
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club
Busti Trap & Skeet Club
Canajoharie Forest Fish & Game Club
Canandaigua Sportsman's Club
Caribou Rifle & Pistol Club,
Cattaraugus Rod & Gun Club,
Chemung County Fed of Sportsmen
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club
Chesterfield Fish & Game Club,
Chestnut Ridge Rod & Gun Club
Clarence Shooting Club,
Conservation Club of Brockport
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club
Deer Search of WNY
Deerfield Fish & Game Club
Depew Rod & Gun Club
Dutchess County Pistol Association
Dutchess County
Sportsman Association
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club
Essex County Fish & Game League
Evans Rod & Gun Club
Federated Sportsman's Club of
Cattaraugus County
Franklinville Conservation Club
Gastown Sportsmens Club

Genesee Co. Fish & Game
Protective Assoc,
Genesee Valley Conservation Club
Genesee/Wyoming
Pheasants Forever #843
Glen-Coe Conservation Society,
Gouverneur Rod & Gun Club
Gowanda Rifle Club
Grand Island Rod & Gun Club,
Greenway Verona Mills
Fish & Game Club
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club
Harder O'Donnell Post 734
American Legion
Hawkeye Bowman,
Helderberg Rod & Gun Club
Hidden Lake Conservation Association
Hidden Valley Lodge
Hoisingtons NY Ranging Co. 1776
Holley Rod & Gun Club
Honeoye Fish & Game Club
Hornell Sportsman Club
Ilion Fish & Game Club
Indian Lake/Blue Mtn.
Fish & Game Assoc
Iroquois Rod & Gun Club
Junior Wilson Sportsmen Club
Lackawanna Conservation
Lima Gun Club
Lime Lake Sportsman's Club
Lodi Rod & Gun Club
Long Lake Fish & Game Club
Lyons Rod & Gun Club
Mendon Conservation League
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club
Middlesex Conservation Club
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club,
Mount Hunger Club
Mt Morris Sportsman's Club,
Neighbors Gun Club
New Paltz Rod & Gun Club,
Newark Rod & Gun Club
Newfield Rod & Gun Club,
North Seneca Sportsmen Club
North Star Sportsman's Club,
Northern Chautauqua
Rifle & Pistol Club
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club,
Northwoods Sportsmen Association
NY Houndsmen
Conservation Association
Oakfield Rod & Gun Club
Oatka Fish & Game Club,
Olean Rod & Gun Club,
Outlet Rod & Gun Club,
Painted Post Field & Stream Club
Pearl River Gun Club,
Point Rock Fish & Game Club

Pulaski Police Association
Red Creek Conservation Club,
Rochester Brooks Gun Club
Rochester Rifle Club
Roslyn Rifle & Revolver Club
Safari Club Int., WNY Chapter
SaraSpa Rod & Gun Club
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club
Scio Rod & Gun Club
Seneca Co. Fed of Sportsmen's Clubs
Shortsville Rod & Gun Club
Sons of American Legion Squadron 734
South Bristol Fish & Game Association,
South Seneca Sportsmens Club
Sportsmans Coon Hunters Association
Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park
Springville Field & Stream Club,
Square Deal Sportsmen,
Stamford Rod & Gun Club,
Steuben Co. Federation
of Conservation Clubs
Syracuse Pistol Club
Tonawandas Sportsmens Club
Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club
Twin City Shooting Club
Vernon Rod & Gun Club
Veterans of America Gun Club
Walden Sportsmen's Club
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club,
Wayne Co. Federation
of Sportsmens Clubs
West Falls Conservation Society
Westfield Fish & Game Club,
Williamson Conservation
& Sporting Club
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club
Wyoming County Conservation
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation
Yates County Federation of
Conservation Clubs
Yates County Sportsmens Association
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SCOPE Chapter Activities
By Susan Maressa
To find your county’s meeting information go to
SCOPEny2a.org/calendar or go to your chapter’s page of the
website SCOPEny2a.org/chapters.
As an election year, chapter activities are especially
important as we need to regain control of the legislative
branches from the radical left, who are intent on destroying
2A.
While the SCOPE chapters are all busy within their
counties; State SCOPE has been putting together our Annual
Member Meeting; Saturday, April 30th in Geneva. The raffle
drawing for the donated Henry rifle, (worth over $1,000, with
all proceeds remaining with the chapters) will be held at the
Annual Member Meeting. We also have two great speakers;
La’Ron Singletary, candidate for NY’s 25th Congressional
District, and Michael Henry, candidate for NY Attorney
General. If you would like to attend, please email
sue.scopeny@gmail.com.
SCOPE is a ‘boots on the ground’ organization and
we need your boots! We want a chapter in every county to
work with our elected officials, to register and motivate voters
and ultimately to regain and maintain our liberties. If your
county does not have an active SCOPE chapter and you are
willing to help form a County Committee and subsequently
an active Chapter, please contact Don Smith at
don6027@gmail.com.
The following is an update of some of our chapter’s
activities.
Allegany County: On February 15th, the Allegany
chapter held its monthly meeting at the Angelica American
Legion Post. A motion was made and voted on by chapter
members to join the Allegany County Federation of Sports(Continued from page 8)

guarantee that the American people would be equally represented, and no limits on corporate special interest influence.
Since it is not clear who would select the delegates to a convention, the billion-dollar question and the
most concerning is HOW/WHO would choose the delegates for the Convention. State legislatures may assume
they would select the delegates. Some argue that the Constitution leaves such matters to Congress. After all, Article
V leaves it to Congress to “call a convention for proposing
amendments” once two-thirds of state legislatures have
applied for a convention.
One could argue that when Congress calls the
convention, it should also have the power to define the
rules, beyond the selection of delegates. If Congress makes
the rules on delegates and their selection, Congress would
have several options for how to design a delegate-selection
process. One option would be to let the state legislatures
choose their own delegates. Another would be for Con-

men. Conduct, as associated with Red-Flag laws, was discussed. Also discussed was finding an alternate venue for
SCOPE chapter meetings.

SCOPE booth at the Seneca Allegany Sportsmen Show. Set
up and ready for the start of the show.
Thank you to all our Cattaraugus County SCOPE
volunteers who helped make this show a success.
Cattaraugus County: Met at the Little Valley
American Legion on January 13th. Copies of NYS Senate and
Assembly bills were handed out and discussed. Congressional candidate Joe Sempolinski made an impromptu visit
and spoke about the recent problems facing our nation. The
“set up” for the SCOPE booth at the Seneca Allegany Sportsmen Show was discussed and volunteer scheduling was finalized.
On February 10th, handouts were given to members;
sample questions for potential political candidates, and a copy
of the SCOPE email regarding death and firearms inheritance.
(Continued on page 11)

gress to require elections for delegates. Such elections
could occur in nationwide races, statewide races, or House
district races. Congress could also leave it to each state to
design its own method of selecting delegates, or choose to
select delegates itself, or even appoint its own members
(senators and representatives) to serve as delegates. Of
course, the political composition of Congress would significantly impact the nature of the delegate-selection process.
As you can see, we are in uncharted waters and a
Constitutional Convention could save or destroy our country. Just think, what if the members of Congress appoint
themselves as delegates. What do you think the outcome
would be for our country? Would our Constitution be
completely revamped? Will our Bill of Rights be removed?
Contact your Representatives in Albany. Learn
more and let them know exactly how you feel.

(Continued from page 10)

The guest speaker was Jay Frantz, chairman of the
Cattaraugus County Conservative party. He explained how the
new congressional map, that was recently signed into law by
the Governor, was designed to give the Democrats a huge
advantage in the state and was largely approved along partisan
lines in the legislature. Mr. Frantz is part of a lawsuit filed by
14 residents in state courts to challenge the map. He reviewed
a breakdown of various parts of the map. Mr. Frantz also reviewed some of the recent bills that have been brought up in
either the State Senate or Assembly on various issues.
A $200 donation was made to the Little Valley
American Legion for use of their facilities. The Little Valley
Volunteer Fire Department Show is coming up April 9th& 10th.
Cattaraugus County SCOPE is in the process of securing a
table at that show. Volunteers are needed.
Erie County: Met on February17th. Nominations for
the March election of chapter officers were accepted. Several
legislative bills were discussed with an emphasis on Marijuana
and the repercussions of its use and firearms ownership. Nick
Brzezniak, Erie County chapter chairman has given SCOPE
presentations at a number of local clubs recently. Response
has been positive. Setting up a booth at this year’s Erie
County Fair was brought up; volunteers will be necessary in
order to do so.
Genesee County: Met on February 8th at the Sportsman’s Coon Club. Chairman Jim Tuttle warned ‘We are being
attacked more and more from all sides through environmental
acts’.
Proposed law A5728 prohibits the use of lead ammunition in the taking of game on wildlife management areas,
state forests, forest preserves, state parks or any other stateowned land that is open for hunting and on land contributing
surface water to the New York city water supply. A few
shooting clubs have been shut down because lead was found
in the ground after being tested. Paperwork about upcoming
legislation will be put together for use as hand-outs, and a
SCOPE chapter representative will go to the upcoming Federation meeting to discuss this legislation.
A motion was made to support the four Youth Sporting Leagues in Genesee County; Elba, Bergen, LeRoy, and
Pavilion. The money is used to pay for T-shirts, hats and
ammo. The motion was passed.
The 2022 SCOPE Annual Banquet was a topic of
conversation; Genesee County will be hosting the event at the
Batavia Downs. Volunteers are needed.
Ontario County: met on February 15th at the Canandaigua Sportsmen’s Club. The guest speaker was Ontario
County Clerk Matt Hoose. He gave an update on the pistol
permit recertification process.
On the Ontario Chapter page of the SCOPE website;
www.SCOPEny2a.org/Ontario resumes and candidate questionnaires are posted for Sheriff candidates Silvio Palermo and
David Cirencione and Undersheriff candidates William
Wellman and Michael Rago.
Read about and listen to the candidates, ask them
questions and be informed. Get out and vote!
Schoharie County: Meetings in January and Febru-

ary were both held at the Carlisle Town Hall. On January 20th,
a letter from chairman Joe Kopacz was read regarding his
absence and how to move forward with great strength in the
coming year. There was a great amount of discussion regarding the NYS Pistol Law Suit and how there is so much wrong
information about guns being put out to the public. Also discussed was inviting surrounding Gun Clubs to become members and helping with our fight and educating the public. We
also will be looking at putting an ad in the Mountain Eagle
which covers our area and surrounding areas.
The meeting on February 17th welcomed speaker
John Bates, a retired Schoharie County Sheriff and nationally
renowned firearms expert. John spoke of his appointment to
the Senate Select Committee to review the Warren Commission. He brought a nice collection of displays. There was a
great question and answer period after the presentation.
An officer from the Capital District SCOPE Chapter
was present and gave an update of their chapter activities. The
Schoharie County Fair in August was mentioned; a table will
be secured again this year and volunteers are needed.
Schuyler County: Chairman Steven Getman posted
his Legal updates for February and March; they contain information on upcoming Legislation and bills signed into law by
NYS Governor Hochul. February’s update includes pistol
permit recertification provisions and how it will affect many in
2022. Along with State level legislation and news, legislation
and 2A information from the Federal level are also covered in
these updates.
March’s update includes information about NY democrats proposed bill A-9156/S-7568 which could impact pro2A websites.
All of these legal updates can be found at: https://
scopeny2a.org/Schuyler
Steuben County: On February 21st, the Chairman of
the Steuben County Legislature, Scott VanEtten came and
spoke. This was a perfect time to understand the ins and outs
of declaring Steuben County a Sanctuary County.
Steuben County SCOPE has sent a donation to the
SCOPE Legal Defense Fund and to the Second Amendment
Foundation (SAF) to assist in the NYS Rifle & Pistol vs. Corlett, the lawsuit challenging NY’s restrictive gun control laws.
The chapter’s fundraising efforts benefit both these lawsuits
and young shooters in Steuben County (Boy Scouts, High
School Trap Teams)
The Steuben County SCOPE February newsletter
was sent out, full of upcoming dates and events. You can see
these at: www.SCOPEny2a.org/Steuben
Wayne County: Met at the Marion American Legion Post on Wednesday, February 9th. Sheriff Rob Milby
opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. He then
introduced his choice for undersheriff, Tammy Ryndock, with
whom he has been associated for several years in the Wayne
County Sheriff’s office. Bob Brannan presented Milby and
Ryndock with a plaque containing the “Policeman” speech
given by the late Paul Harvey on talk radio nearly 40 years
ago. Mr. Harvey's father inspired this speech as he was a police officer who was shot and killed while doing what police
(Continued on page 14)

Firing Lines page 12

SCOPE member
businesses
A&K Gun Sales
5 West main St
Corfu, NY 14036
585-599-3006
AM PM Bail Bonds
PO Box 357
Riverhead, NY 11901
631-369-5980
AR Pierrepont Co., Inc
154 Berkeley St
Rochester, NY 14607-3003
585-473-3225
Ashville General Store
P.O. Box 199
Ashville, NY 14710
716-763-3369
B&B Repair Service Inc.
14 Second Street
Canisteo, NY 14823
607-698-2876
B.D. Enterprises
4514 Saeli Rd
Savannah, NY 13146
315-754-6335
Beecroft's LLC
11106 Rt 40
Schaghticoke, NY 12154
518-753-4402
Bonded Collection Services
PO Box 305
Fairport, NY 14450
585-223-7357
Brocton Arch Antiques
22 East Main Street
Brocton, NY 14716
716-969-1733
BS Recreational Farm
8384 State Park Rd
Three Mile Bay, NY 13693
315-649-3424

Buffalo Grill N Ale House
603 Dingens Street
Buffalo, NY 14206
716-768-4336

George's Gun Shop
PO Box 39
Grand Gorge, NY 12434
607-588-7653

Cast Away Charters & Guide Service
12 Hummingbird Rd
Coudersport, PA 16915
716-560-9216

Golden Coin Laundry
582 E Main Street
Batavia, NY 14020
585-344-0040

Creekside Morgans, NY
60529 Rt 415
Avoca, NY 14809-9540
631-988-6303

Harold's Welding Shop
1164 E. Swamp Rd
Penn Yan, NY 14527-9363
585-554-5178

Dick Ferraioli/Guilderland Pump
6230 Hawes Rd
Altamont, NY 12009
518-861-8733

J. Kozel & Son, Inc.
1150 Scottsville Rd.
Rochester, NY 14624
585-436-9807

Dick's Country Store Gun City &
Music Oasis
7429 Rt 11
Churubusco, NY 12923
518-497-3253

Jae Tax, Inc.
1401 Stone Rd. 101A
Rochester, NY 14615
585-319-5489
Legal Shield/ ID Shield
PO Box 364

Donahoo-Consulting, NY
1000 N Division Street, STE-2i
Peekskill, NY 10566-1830
914-455-4099
Earl's Enterprises
3231 Armstrong Rd.
Branchport, NY 14418
315-595-2816
FG Rayburn Mason Contractors, Inc
3791 Routes 5 & 20
Canandaigua, NY 14424
585-394-9360
Fine Touch Painting
95 Parkway
North Chili, NY 14514
585-455-2405
Finger Lakes Ammunition
4130 West Lake Rd
Auburn, NY 13021
315-730-4102
Fire Mark Insurance Agency, Inc.
PO Box 39
Cobleskill, NY 12043
518-234-2121

Ransomville, NY 14131
716-863-6577
Louies Gun Shop
367 W. Morris St
Bath, NY 14810
607-776-4228
S&B Products, Inc.
PO Box 145
Munnsville, NY 13409
315-363-3710
Seneca Gun Sports
4705 Rt 14
Rock Stream, NY 14878
607-243-7243
Shoff Farms
2296 Haven Corners Rd
PennYan, NY 14527
315-536-9565
Strong Side Defensive Firearms
Training
5316 Franklin Rd
Marion, NY 14505
585-506-2978
(Continued on page 13)
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The Firing Pin LLC
8240 Buffalo Rd
Bergen, NY 14416
585-494-0333
Thunderbird Arms
714 Broadway
Darien Center, NY 14040
585-547-3762
Tilton Sears, FFL
11000 Salter Rd.
North Rose, NY 14516
315-587-9716
Wallkill River Small Arms, NY
2332 Route 300
Wallkill, NY 12589
844-308-GUNS
Walton's Service Center
1634 Rt 54
Penn Yan, NY 14527
315-536-6928
Williamson Hardware
4101 Main Street
Williamson, NY 14589
315-589-4011

Please use SCOPE
business members
whenever possible

The mission of
S.C.O.P.E. is to
Protect, Restore
and Expand
the gun rights
of all
New Yorkers.

SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC)
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052
Business Associate Membership Application
Date of Application___________________ Donation, Annual $50_________ Annual Sponsor $250__________
Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________
Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________
State___________ Zip__________ Fax _______________________________________________________________
Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________
Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________
Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________
Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________
(Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible)

Please use our member businesses whenever you can
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What Do Mass Shooters Have
In Common?
By Renee’ Barchitta, MPA
The Center for Disease Control (CDC) is now spending millions to study gun violence as a “public health” issue.
The point of that research will be to focus on the gun as the
core issue. What if there is another issue that goes even
deeper than the gun and has been in front of us all the time?
And what if that issue is something that is being actively promoted here in New York State because it will create millions
in tax revenues? Will that issue come to light and get a fair
hearing, given what will certainly be a headlong rush to focus
exclusively on 2nd Amendment rights?
The (AAML) Americans Against Marijuana Legalization has written an open letter to the NRA “to promote a
national bill that would be turned into law to drug test all
mass murder suspects (at minimum)…marijuana psychosis,

and polysubstance abuse are playing a substantial role in
mass shooting incidents around the U.S.A. There is a clear
and well-researched connection between drug use and violent crimes including mass shootings. The role of marijuana-induced psychosis (which is becoming more common) in violence is also well documented.If we expect to
maintain gun rights in this country, the National Rifle Association (NRA) must recognize and begin speaking from
this truth.”
The AAML open letter requested that the NRA: call
attention to marijuana-induced psychosis as a cause of mass
shootings; fight for toxicology discovery and reporting in all
gun violence incidents. In addition, the AAML included
pleading with the media, editors and crime reporters to make
the substance use history of the shooter a standard follow-up
story to any mass shooting incident. The media must always
ask the following questions after a perpetrator uses a gun.
Was the gun legal?
Was the perpetrator legally able to possess the gun?
How many arrests, convictions for violent crimes did
the perpetrator have?
What drugs were in the perpetrators system at the

(Continued from page 11)

officers do every day.
Chairman Don Smith gave a legislative report. The
report included: NYSRPA v. Bruen/ Federal gun-control bills
introduced this year/ State gun-control introduced this year.
Wayne County Board of Supervisors Chairman Ken
Miller presented an update on redistricting in New York State.
It focused on:Our 24th Congressional District and the possibly
of a new Congressman in Chris Jacobs. John Katko is retiring.
Our 54th State Senate District is represented by Senator Pam
Helming and our 130th State Assembly District is represented
by Brian Manktelow.
Yates County: Sent out their Spring update. The

time of the crime?
What drugs has the offender been arrested for, previously?
Nikolas Cruz killed 17 students and staff at the High
School in Parkland, Florida. Devin Patrick Kelley shot and
killed 27 people and injured 20 worshippers at the First Baptist Church, Texas. Suicide bomber, Salaman Abedi, exploded
a device killing over 20 people and injuring 100 at the Manchester Arena, United Kingdom. Richard Rojas drove a car on
three blocks of pavement in NYC’s Times Square, killing a
teenager and injuring 22. Arcan Cetin shot and killed five
people and injured others at the Cascade Mall in Washington.
What do these mass shooters have in common? The
above examples of highly publicized incidents are illustrations
of users of high potency marijuana who exhibited aggression,
psychosis and paranoia. Each started using cannabis as a youth
and they were daily or frequent, long-term users of high potency Cannabis. Some were diagnosed with marijuana-induced
psychosis and paranoid disorder. Some “heard demon voices”
and would consume large amounts of marijuana to try and
silence those voices, which caused greater paranoia and hallucinations. Some had mood swings. Some had anger and become violent. Many were depressed and suicidal. Several
tested positive for a high concentration of marijuana/ THC in
their systems at the time of arrest after committing the crimes,
or after arrests for other crimes.
In suicides, the anti-2A Left often asks: if the gun
had not been present, would the person have killed themselves? A similar question about mass shootings should also
be asked: without the use and intoxication of marijuana, would
the poor judgment and misperceptions shown by these individuals not have been present, reducing the risk of their actions causing senseless deaths?
According to research studies, marijuana use can
cause aggressive behavior, causes or exacerbates psychosis
and produces paranoia. Those effects are caused by THC,
which is the main psychoactive compound in cannabis. Some
older users maintain that they were heavy users in their youth
and did not suffer long term effects. But Cannabis is no longer
(Continued on page 15)

Yates County SCOPE 2022 Agenda was included. You can
find their agenda at: www.SCOPEny.org/Yates
Once again, this year, the goal of Yates County
SCOPE is to donate $2000 to each of the three Yates Co. High
Schools for their Clay Target Leagues. The ever-popular
Chicken & Biscuit dinner will be held in April and raffles are
being held to raise money. Preparations are underway for the
Annual Pig Roast in August, and Judges Night to be held in
October.
Chairman Jack Prendergast is busy working on the
state SCOPE’s April 30th Members Meeting and the September 17th Banquet.
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the same as when it was only 2% THC. The current marijuana
is far more potent with THC concentrations up to 99%. More
potent marijuana results in a greater risk for paranoid thinking
and psychosis. In turn, paranoid behavior increases the risk
for even more aggressive and violent behaviors.
Per the National Academy of Medicine, Alex Beronson: “Cannabis use is likely to increase the risk of developing
schizophrenia and other psychoses; the higher the use, the
greater the risk…regular cannabis use is likely to increase the
risk for developing social anxiety disorder.”
Studies found that one-third of prison inmate subjects that committed homicide had used marijuana within
twenty-four hours before the homicide. Three-quarters of
those inmates were experiencing at least one mental or physical effect from marijuana intoxication when the homicide
occurred (A Review of Cases of Marijuana and Violence by
the National center for Biotechnology Information).
Twenty-seven percent of people with schizophrenia
had been diagnosed with cannabis use disorder (addiction) in
their lives, per a Schizophrenia Bulletin study. The investigators of the Schizophrenia Commission concluded that cannabis use is the most preventable risk factor for psychosis.
Dr. Robin Murray is the Head of Psychiatry at the
Institute of Psychiatry, London (KCL). He found that one
fourth of people inherit a certain type of gene that makes them
10 times more likely to become psychotic if they use high
potency cannabis.
Despite the human and economic cost to mitigate the
consequences, New York and other states have legalized
marijuana in response to a vocal group of the Cannabis Commercialization Industry and, primarily, the opportunity for

increased tax revenues.
The public and legislators need to know the real
causes when guns are used in violent crimes. What if studies
showed that marijuana and not guns were the root cause of the
violence? There are already studies suggesting Cannabis and
many other legal (including prescription) and illegal drugs are
an integral part of the causes of violence and the use of guns
in crimes. Unfortunately, because alcohol, tobacco, pharmaceuticals and the government have already invested so much
in legalizing marijuana and those that oppose the official government position are being censored, this will not happen
without a major public push to get the facts.
To learn more about the effects of marijuana and
why it is important that it be a part of any study on gun violence, go to the IASIC web site: IASIC – Doctors Educating
on Marijuana (iasic1.org)

Please SHARE
A reminder from Ed Borkowski from Steuben
County:
After you have thoroughly read your
copy of the Firing Lines,
Remove or cross out your name and
address and drop it off at any of the waiting
rooms you may visit; doctor, dentist, barber
shop, mechanic etc.
It’s a great way to widen our exposure
and educate others on the 2nd Amendment and
how current legislation will affect our future
rights.

www.SCOPEny2A.org
Members, you can access your ‘Member Profile’ on our
website. Having access to your profile allows you to update
your personal information anytime including your address,
email address and a host of other information. With a click
of your mouse, you can receive your Firing Lines right to
your email. You get news faster, and SCOPE puts more
money towards fighting for your second amendment rights.
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TARGET SHOOTING vs
GUN LAWS
By Bohdan Rahbarsky
Southwick Associates and Sportsman's Alliance did a
study that was funded by a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
Multi-State Conservation Grant Program. According to their
study, this is how much only target shooting contributed to
the economy of the nation and NY State.
Jobs Supported = 281,200
(NYS 6,300)
Salaries & Wages =
$12.8 billion
(NYS $314 million)
Contributions to GDP = $21.2 billion
(NYS $477 million)
State & Local Taxes = $2.2 billion
(NYS
$68 million)
Federal Taxes =
$3.2 billion
(NYS $75 million)
Total Multiplier Effect = $39.4 billion
(NYS
$816 million)
The Multiplier Effect is based on the number of jobs
directly supported by those sportsmen as well as the salaries
and wages connected to those jobs.
According to the survey, if hunting & shooting were
a company, it would fall just shy of the top 50 on the Fortune
500 list.
Below are only some Gun Bills sponsored by our
representatives in Congress that will add significantly to the
bureaucratic burden involved in gun sales and add more accidental possibilities of unintentionally violating the law. If
these bills ever became law, they would eventually eliminate
all the above economic contributions. Instead of worrying
about their anti-gun agenda, Congress should take a good hard
look at these numbers before they sponsor more gun bills that
would hurt the economy and take away our 2nd Amendment
rights,
https://legiscan.com/US/bill/HB647/2021
Restricts the sale or transfer of shotguns and rifles
across state lines. Specifically, it prohibits a licensed gun
dealer, manufacturer, importer, or collector from selling or
transferring a rifle or shotgun to an out-of-state resident.
https://legiscan.com/US/bill/HB882/2021
Expands the categories of persons who are prohibited
from shipping, transporting, receiving, or possessing firearms
or ammunition.
https://legiscan.com/US/bill/HB127/2021
Establishes a process for the licensing and registration of firearms. It also prohibits the possession of certain ammunition and large capacity ammunition feeding devices.
https://legiscan.com/US/bill/HB167/2021
Makes it unlawful for a person who is not a licensed
gun dealer to transfer a firearm at a gun show. The prohibition
does not apply to a transfer to a licensed manufacturer, importer, dealer, or collector.
https://legiscan.com/US/bill/HB8/2021
Establishes new background check requirements for

firearm transfers between private parties. Specifically, it prohibits a firearm transfer between private parties unless a licensed gun dealer, manufacturer, or importer first takes possession of the firearm to conduct a background check. This
would include temporary transfers.
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/117/hr1006
Establishes new requirements regarding firearm
transfers at gun shows. Specifically, the bill requires the following: a person who operates a gun show must meet certain
requirements (e.g., minimum age and registration); and a firearm transfer between private parties at a gun show must be
facilitated by a licensed gun dealer, importer, or manufacturer
in compliance with certain background check and recordkeeping requirements. The point of this law is to close down gun
shows.
https://legiscan.com/US/bill/HB125/2021
Modifies firearms-related background check requirements for transfers involving a semiautomatic firearm, silencer, armor-piercing ammunition, or large capacity ammunition magazine. Creates a seven (7) days waiting period for
some transfers.

Firing Lines page 17

Biden’s Priorities
By Attilio A. Contini
As I write this, a few weeks before you will read it,
the Ukrainian people are fighting for both their country and
their lives. This raises many questions that apply to us here
in the USA.
Ukrainian President Zelenskyy has been begging
for defensive weapons to take out Russian airplanes, helicopters, and tanks. Shouldn’t the people in our government
and military have had the foresight to send supplies to them
months ago? Lots of talk from the Biden Administration,
prior to the invasion, but little or no action. They were more
concerned about “Climate Change” than planning to protect
the biggest nuclear power plant in Europe.
Why is our government handling the situation from such a
position of weakness? Why have they shut down oil and gas
production here in the United States and, thus, made us dependent on our enemies for gas and Oil? By becoming energy dependent on places like Russia, the price of gas has
gone up almost fifty percent in less than a month? (It may
have gone up to $6.00 or $7.00 a gallon by the time you read
this). Couldn’t the Biden Administration have foreseen this?
What are the motives of the Biden Administration? Is their
motive to make fossil fuels as expensive as solar and wind?
Zelenskyy has called all able-bodied men to arms
and handed out guns to them. Unfortunately, there are not
enough guns for everyone. Before the invasion, there were
an estimated 4 million guns in Ukrainian civilian hands. If
Ukraine had the same percentage of gun ownership as the
USA, they would have had about 50 million guns. I wonder
how many of the Ukrainians who stepped up and were given
a rifle actually knew how to use it?
Here in the USA, we still have the right to own
guns, learn how to use them and become proficient with
them. We don’t have to wait to be invaded to legally carry a
gun. How much longer will we have that Right if the far
Leftists in the Biden Administration are successful?
The need for self- protection in this Country is becoming very concerning. During the past two years the
streets in our “blue cities” have become, in reality, a war
zone. Our public officials not only have been trying to disarm law abiding citizens, but they have been, de-facto, making it a crime to use a gun in self-defense. Bail reform
changed the laws so that violent criminals are back on the
street within hours of arrest. George Soros funded District
Attorneys refuse to prosecute criminals while mothers who
speak out at school board meetings are arrested. Unvetted
illegal immigrants are invading our southern border and are
then transported throughout the country by our government.
Then there is the issue of equal treatment under the
law. Look at what happened on January 6, 2021. The issue is
not the legitimacy of the November 2020 election for President. A protest was labelled an insurrection by our politicians and their lapdog news media. 720 people were arrested

and imprisoned for what amounts to trespass and unlawful
entry. Who instigated this? Let's be honest, people don't go
to an insurrection unarmed! Insurrectionists don't wander
around like tourists taking pictures. Meanwhile Marxist
BLM and Antifa hoodlums burned, looted and killed wherever and whenever they please, while mayors, governors and
DA’s gave them a pass.
We are a Democratic Republic; we elect representatives to represent our interests and protect our National
and domestic security. Do many of our Congressmen, Senators, and President do any of that? NO! They seem more
concerned about the well-being of illegal aliens, terrorists,
and criminals! It is no wonder people have lost confidence
in our politicians and are buying guns for self-protection, in
record numbers. People are scared and fear for their safety!
Our Fore Fathers gave us a Constitution and Bill of
Rights. They provided us with a system of government that
is supposed to be subservient to “We the People”. Today it
seems we have a government that wants to disarm “We the
People” and is actively trying to take away our Constitutional Rights. We now fear our government. That is called
tyranny! How did we reach this point? Those in power seem
to be changing the rules so the election process is rendered a
useless exercise in futility. Part of the CRT/ “Great Reset”
philosophy actually advocates a “One Party” election process similar to Russia and China.
Our Right to Keep and Bear Arms still keeps government in check, to a point. But those craving unfettered
power are very ingenuous in their schemes to take our guns.
If we are not diligent, we will lose that Right. The Left finds
more and more ways to make it difficult and expensive to
buy and own guns. They are currently finding ways to criminalize us so they can legally deny us our right to own guns.
They use the government to keep us in line and make us
subservient.
Putin calls Ukrainians who resist him criminals and
the Left is labeling all who oppose them as criminals.
Sounds familiar! What is the difference between what Putin
is doing and what the Democrat Party advocates? We must
understand that the SWAMP, the Democrat Party, and Biden
are a very real threat to our National Security and Freedom.
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New York’s Coming Gun Control
“Shadow State?” Leftists embracing corporate governance, private
lawsuits, to escape constitutional
limits on gun control.
By Stephen M. Dallas
In 2021, Jonathan Turley, the Shapiro Professor
of Public Interest Law at George Washington University,
warned of the “Shadow State,” a situation in which the
government utilizes corporate governance to escape constitutional limits. The Shadow State, Turley wrote, allowed
the government to outsource otherwise unconstitutional
behavior, and regulate Americans, by relying on corporations’ status as private, rather than government, entities:
From supporting the largest censorship programs
in history to privately mandated vaccine “passports,” liberals are looking to companies like Apple or American
Airlines to carry out social programs free from constitutional and political limits imposed on the government.
Turley continued:
The political convenience of relying on corporate
controls is most evident in the support for a massive system
of corporate-based speech controls now implanted in the
United States. The government cannot implement a censorship system under the Constitution — but it can outsource
censorship functions to private companies like Facebook
and Twitter. Just this week, the White House admitted it
has been flagging “misinformation” for Facebook to censor. At the same time, Democrats like Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) have demanded that Big Tech companies commit to even more “robust content modification” —
an Orwellian term for censorship. Liberal writers and media figures have called for corporate censorship despite
the danger of an effective state media run through private
corporations.
Such corporate censorship is already under consideration in New York. Recently, New York State Senator Brad Hoylman (D) and New York State Assembly
Member Deborah Glick (D) introduced A-9156/S-7568,
which “prohibits the knowing and reckless promotion of
unlawful or false material and providing remedies for the
violation of such prohibition.” Under the bill:
No person, by conduct either unlawful in itself or
unreasonable under all the circumstances, shall knowingly
or recklessly create, maintain or contribute to a condition
in New York state that endangers the safety or health of the
public through the promotion of content, including through
the use of algorithms or other automated systems that prioritize content by a method other than solely by time and
date such content was created, the person knows or reasonably should know… includes a false statement of fact or

fraudulent medical theory that is likely to endanger the
safety or health of the public.
Any such law could encourage, if not require,
tech companies to censor pro-Second Amendment websites. As one online commentator, Gun Politics NY, noted:
(Someone) could declare the statement “Guns Save Lives”
to be false information and target the web host. Sure, it
may ultimately fail in court but the purpose to chill dissent
from the “progressive” leftist ideology. It is important to
note that gun control advocates have been trying to paint
“gun violence” as a public health crisis for years as well.
While the Shadow State may currently be most evident in
government’s assault on the First Amendment, various
measures in New York, proposed or already in place, are
clearly designed to enlist private entities, from large corporations to trial lawyers, in curtailing New Yorkers’ Second
Amendment rights.
Most significantly, New York Attorney General
Letitia James (D) plans to introduce an anti-gun law modeled after Texas abortion restrictions, to allow more private
lawsuits against gun manufacturers and dealers. In December, James appeared on ABC’s “the View” and told
the hosts she is interested in pursuing a bill to allow private
citizens to sue individuals who manufacture, distribute or
sell “assault weapons” or “ghost guns,” imitating the citizen enforcement aspect of Texas abortion law. James is
pursuing this, she said, on the theory that, if states can now
shield their abortion laws from review by the federal courts
she will add the threat of more private lawsuits, to New
York’s ongoing gun control measures.
James’ latest proposal comes on the heels of New
York’s 2021 measure, signed into law by Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) this past summer, that allows the products sold by
gun manufacturers and dealers to be considered a “public
nuisance.”Critics of that bill accused the Democratcontrolled legislature of passing the bill in an attempt at
"regulation through litigation" that will prevent New York
residents from exercising their Second Amendment right to
purchase firearms by closing gun shops and driving manufacturers and distributors out of business. The law, critics
noted, could make it prohibitively expensive for small
businesses to sell firearms or firearm accessories, due to
the threat of costly lawsuits and high insurance costs.
Yes, New Yorkers would theoretically have a right to keep
and bear arms but they would not be able to find those
arms.
The state legislature, and even some local governments, are also looking at other costly measures which
could help close gun-related businesses, including:
A8684, which places limits on where firearms can
be possessed, including most public transportation, food,
and drink establishments and gatherings of 15 people or
more.
(Continued on page 19)
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History Lessons and Ukraine
By Dora Dogood
Recent events in Ukraine highlight the importance
of the Second Amendment, which guarantees the right of
Americans to keep and bear arms. Advantages of the Second Amendment include that Americans may utilize their
arms to fight a tyrannical government - should one be imposed - or to use those arms to defend their chosen government against foreign invasion.
Prior to the outset of U.S. involvement in World
War II, Admiral Yamamoto, (who was educated in the
U.S. at Harvard and was also the architect and planner of
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor), warned his Emperor
and the military that if the attack was successful the Japanese could run wild for six months. But if the war was not
won by then, Japan would have to seek negotiated peace.
He did not believe that the Japanese could ever conquer the
U.S. mainland. Why? Because among other things
(including the U.S. manufacturing potential) Americans
were widely armed. The Japanese would face an armed
civilian population that had guns and knew how to use
them.
When the British tried to suppress our American
Revolution they learned during the retreat from Lexington
and Concord how an armed population can devastate a
regular military force. Firing from behind trees, farmers
and residents along the road back to Boston picked off
officers and men. Well-armed civilians made the British
expedition a nightmare.
(Continued from page 18)

A-837A, which requires the creation and imposition of “restrictive commercial practices,” including mandating that gun shops lock up their entire stock in fireproof
safes each and every night, separate from ammunition.
A proposed City of Utica zoning ordinance that
would regulate indoor shooting ranges within the city,
mandating super-majority approval from the zoning board,
a $500 a year licensing fee, and $1,000,000 in liability
insurance for bodily injury, and property damage.
These measures are coming now in large part because gun control advocates are concerned about an expected ruling from the U.S. Supreme Court in New York
State Rifle and Pistol Association v. Bruen. The High
Court heard oral arguments on the case in November 2021
and many experts expect the justices to offer adaptations to
New York’s concealed carry requirements or even strike
them down.
With a possible major Second Amendment win at
the Supreme Court on the horizon, many anti-gun politicians are looking at ways to avoid, or even void, American’s constitutional right to keep and bear arms by enlist-

In World War II, Nazi Germany invaded Ukraine.
At first welcomed as liberators from Stalin’s brutal rule,
the Germans’ racial theories and harsh treatment quickly
turned Ukrainians against the Nazis, converting the
Ukrainians into enemies. The result was that Ukrainian
guerilla fighters operated behind German lines, killing and
making life miserable for German soldiers.
Now the Russians face a Ukrainian population
prepared to fight against the current Russian aggressive
invasion. Russian attacks on hospitals and refugee columns seem likely to engender great hatred among Ukrainians for the Russian invaders. This may mire Russia down
in a prolonged unsuccessful war, similar to the one the
Soviets eventually abandoned in Afghanistan.
The lessons of history are clear. A well-armed
and determined civilian population can tire out and demoralize a powerful invader. Our Second Amendment is a
bulwark against both foreign enemies and any attempt by
our own government (or those who wish to control it) to
act outside of constitutional legitimacy. Disarming lawabiding citizens with overreaching gun control would open
the door to loss of liberty.
Finally, to deter aggression, we must support the
Ukrainians and help keep them armed. If Russia can successfully invade Ukraine, it may be a signal to the Chinese
to invade Taiwan and for North Korea to invade South
Korea.

ing private businesses. They will do so, if possible, by
“voluntary measures,” but also by the government’s ability
to launch litigation and support legislation that hurts private businesses, as well as its threat of “legal and regulatory measures,” from lawsuits to zoning rules.
They
know that such measures will be more difficult to defeat in
the courts, due to the difference between private and public
actions.
Just as it would be constitutionally repugnant for
the government to hire a private person to break into your
home to conduct an illegal search it should be repugnant
for it to direct a private company to violate your right to
keep and bear arms. Be aware of these “private” measures
from the Shadow State and be prepared to oppose them as
they arise, with the same fervor as one would oppose direct
government action.
Remain vigilant, voice your opposition and take every effort to vote for politicians who will
battle, not embrace, the Shadow State.
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HR0095, NONE, Judiciary Committee, SUPPORT, no change
Hearing Protection Act Removes silencers from the definition of
firearms under National Firearms Act
HR0121, NONE, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE, no change
Gun Violence Reduction Resources Act , Subcommittee on
Crime, etc, of 2021. To hire an additional 200 ATF agents to help
curb gun violence.
HR0125, NONE, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE
Gun Safety: Not Sorry Act of 2021, Subcommittee on Crime, etc,
Modifies firearms-related background check requirements for
transfers involving a semiautomatic firearm, silencer, armorpiercing ammunition, or large capacity ammunition magazine. 7
day waiting period on transfers of semiauto's (and others).
HR0127, NONE, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE
Sabika Sheikh Firearm Licensing and Registration Act. Subcommittee on Crime, etc, Federally licensing of firearms ownership.
Establishes a publicly available database of firearms. Also prohibits the possession of certain ammo and large capacity ammunition feeding devices.DOJ shall issue a license if the individual is
21 years of age or older and undergoes a criminal background
check and a psychological evaluation and completes a certified
training course and has an $800 annual premium insurance policy.
HR0130, NONE, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE
Kimberly Vaughan Firearm Safe Storage Act , Subcommittee on
Crime, etc, Establishes a federal statutory framework to regulate
the storage of firearms and ammunition on residential premises.
Basically, the wording is the same as is in the New York State
Safe Act
HR0135, NONE, Judiciary Committee, NO POSITION
Accidental Firearms Transfers reporting Act of 2021., Subcommittee on Crime, etc, Report on transfers to ineligibles after the 3
day NICS failure. Requires the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) to report to Congress on the number of firearm transfers
when a licensed gun dealer submits a background check through
the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS)
and NICS fails to respond within three business days and the licensed gun dealer completes the transfer.
HR0167, NONE, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE
To prohibit the transfer of a firearm at a gun show by a person
who is not a federally licensed firearms dealer. Only FFL's transfer firearms at gun shows., Subcommittee on Crime, etc,
HR0194, NONE, Judiciary Committee, SUPPORT
Subcommittee on Crime, etc, Report on NICS check denials of
(1) firearm transfer denials issued by the NICS that are referred to
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF)
for investigation;
(2) prosecutions resulting from such investigations
(3) firearms recovered by the ATF in cases in which a denial was
issued by the system after a firearm was transferred

HR0225, NONE, Judiciary Committee, SUPPORT
Allow interstate transportation of firearms or ammo., Subcommittee on Crime, etc, Comprehensively address the interstate transportation of firearms or ammo.
HR0355, NONE, Judiciary Committee, SUPPORT
Illegal Alien NICS Alert Act., Subcommittee on Crime, etc, Notify ICE if illegal alien submits NICS Check. Requires the NICS
system to notify U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and
relevant state and local law enforcement agencies when the NICS
system indicates that a prospective firearm transferee is illegally
or unlawfully in the United States.
HR0405, NONE, Nat'l Resources Committee, OPPOSE
Lead Endangers Animals Daily Act of 2021, Subcommittee on
Water, etc, . No lead ammo on federal lands. Directs the Department of the interior to issue final regulations prohibiting the discharge of any firearms using lead ammo on all waters under the
jurisdiction and control of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
HR0647, NONE, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE
Closing the Loophole on Interstate Firearm sales Act., Subcommittee on Crime, etc, No interstate long gun sales. Restricts the
sale or transfer of shotguns and rifles across state lines.
HR0716, NONE, Judiciary Committee, SUPPORT
To promote accountability and transparency in future executive
orders. Subcommittee on Constitution, etc, 30 day public notification and reporting on Executive Orders concerning gun rights.
Requires the President to notify Congress and the public before
issuing executive orders relating to the constitutional right of lawabiding individuals in the United States to own, carry, and use
firearms.
HR0880, NONE, Energy and Commerce , OPPOSE
Firearm Safety Act of 2021, Subcommittee on Consumer etc, Put
firearms under Consumer Product Safety Commission. Allows
the Consumer Product Safety Commission to issue safety standards for firearms and components.
HR0882, NONE, Judiciary Committee, NO POSITION
Keeping Guns from High-Risk Individuals Act. Subcommittee on
Crime, etc, Prohibit sale / transfer of firearm to high risk individuals. Expands the categories of persons who are prohibited from
shipping, transporting, receiving, or possessing firearms or ammunition.
HR0933, NONE, Crime, Terrorism, etc, SUPPORT
Home Defense and Competitive Shooting Act of 2021. Subcommittee Crime, etc, No funds for anti 2A research. Remove short
barrel rifles (barrels of less than 16 inches in length) from the
definition of firearms for purposes of the National Firearms Act.
HR1004, NONE, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE
Firearm Risk Protection Act of 2021, Subcommittee on Crime,
etc, Requires liability insurance to buy firearm. Establishes requirements for gun purchasers and gun owners to be covered by a
qualified liability insurance policy.

(Continued on page 21)
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(Continued from page 20)

HR1006, NONE, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE
Gun Show Loophole Closing Act of 2021. Subcommittee on
Crime etc., NICS check on all gun show sales. Establishes new
requirements regarding firearm transfers at gun shows.
HR1027, NONE, Armed Services Committee, SUPPORT
Safe Bases Act. Permits armed forces to conceal carry on bases.
House Committee on Armed Services, Provides statutory authority for the Department of Defense (DOD) to allow a service
member to carry a concealed firearm while on any military installation.
HR1446, NONE, Received in the Senate, OPPOSE
Enhanced Background Checks Act of 2021. Expands NICS
check deadline beyond 3 days. No NICS response can suspend a
gun sale from 20 days to indefinitely.
HR1454, NONE, Crime, Terrorism, etc, OPPOSE
Ghost Guns Are Guns Act, Subcommittee on Crime, etc., Firearm assembly kits to be considered firearms. Broadens the definition of firearm for purposes of federal firearms laws. Specifically, it includes as a firearm any combination of parts designed
or intended to be used to convert a device into a firearm and
from which a firearm may be readily assembled.
HR1477, NONE, Crime, Terrorism, etc, OPPOSE
Undetectable Firearms Modernization Act, Subcommittee on
Crime, etc., Modernize undetectable firearms act of 1988. Revises the federal statutory framework regulating the manufacture, possession, sale, import, shipment, delivery, receipt or
transfer of undetectable firearms. Current law requires firearms
to be detectable by walk-through metal detectors after the removal of grips, stocks, and magazines.
HR1567, NONE, Crime, Terrorism, etc, SUPPORT
Police Officers Protecting Children Act., Subcommittee on
Crime, etc., Allow L E O's & retired L E O's to carry firearm in
school zone. Specifies that certain active and retired law en-

forcement officers who are authorized to carry firearms are not
subject to the federal prohibition on possessing (or discharging)
a firearm in a school zone.
HR6225, NONE, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE
Federal Firearm Licensee Act, House Committee on the Judiciary, Adds significant bureaucratic security and reporting requirements to FFL's.
HR3960, NONE, Judiciary Committee, SUPPORT
Brian A. Terry Memorial Eliminate the ATF Act. Various committees, To eliminate the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives, remove firearm restrictions on lawful gun owners and provide funds to surviving families of border patrol
agents killed as a result of Operation Fast and Furious.
NONE, SB675, Judiciary Committee, OPPOSE
Requires the Department of Justice to notify state and local law
enforcement authorities following a firearms-related background
check that results in a denial. Also requires reports on denials to
Congress. Note: Opens door to investigating all NICS denials
even though many are later overturned.
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Westchester County Seeks Permission
to Set Pistol License Fees
By Robert Romanowski
The Westchester County Board of Legislators
has requested “home rule” legislation from Albany that
would allow the County of Westchester to raise Pistol
License fees to any amount.
Bill A-07939 introduced in the Assembly by
Steven Otis (D-Port Chester) and S06659 in the NYS
Senate by Shelly B. Mayer (D- Port Chester) would allow Westchester to have home rule. That is, to set its
own licensing fees. Westchester County currently uses
the New York State fee schedule. All of this is being
done without any comment from the public, pistol licensees or gun owners.
This legislation would allow the county to set
fees for new applications, amendments and recertifications. It has been reported that the current

$10.00 fee could rise to as much as $200.00 per year,
raising the cost of a 5-year re-certification to $1000.00.
This could make pistol licenses unaffordable to a whole
segment of the community such as retirees, people on a
fixed income and lower income wage earners.
This legislation has nothing to do with any kind
of budget shortfall in Westchester County and everything
to do with making a Constitutional right unaffordable to
as many Westchester County residents as possible and to
discourage others from applying for permits.
Beware of actions like this in our home county!
All SCOPE members are urged to contact their
State Senator and Assembly member and tell them to
please oppose this legislation. By killing these bills in
Albany, Westchester County cannot act on this matter.
If you are a Westchester County resident, please
call 914-995-2800 to tell your County Legislator that you
oppose this legislation.

www.SCOPEny2A.org
Pistol Permit
Recertification Email
As of March 16th, several SCOPE members are
getting emails about their pistol permit recertification and
are, legitimately, concerned about a scam. SCOPE tried to
get confirmation from the state police.
A visit to the state police web site is not helpful in
confirming if these Emails are valid.
The state police web site “contact information”
contains a phone number. (You will have a better chance
reaching the IRS on April 15th). We tried. After a very
long message you get to press 1 and end up in oblivion.
The web site also has an Email address - but it
goes to the governor. Good luck getting a timely response
that does not refer you to the state police web site.
Finally, calling the local troop headquarters got a
human being who tried to help. She investigated and
could only say, “We believe Emails are being sent out”.
She could not confirm yes or no and she cautioned not to
click on any links in the Email.
Our best advice is to treat the Email as a reminder, only. Do not click on the links. Below is the information that SCOPE previously sent out. It contains a
legitimate link to start the recertification process.
As SCOPE learns more, we will Email members.

The deadline for pistol permit renewal
in New York is five years after your exact date of certification.
Examples: 1/1/2017 is due 1/1/2022; 1/31/2017 is
due 1/31/2022; 1/1/2018 is due 1/1/2023
You can check on the date you certified on this
site: NYS Pistol Permit Recertification
You will need your driver's license number.
It's faster submitting the information on-line, but
you can still submit a paper application
Information is available at the NY website. NYS
Pistol Permit Recertification
You will need all of the information on the pistols
you will be submitting AND your New York Driver's license
SCOPE strongly suggests that, before sending
the information in, you TRIPLE CHECK the information, as just one mistake can cause a problem.
After submitting, you can go back to the "HOME
PAGE" and check for confirmation that your application
has been accepted and that you're "good".
Do yourself a big favor and print out the information so you can have it when you have to renew again.
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Your membership expiration date is on the label, please renew today!

YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN
YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT
INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS?

SO DON'T DELAY
SIGN UP TODAY!

We are S.C.O.P.E.
We get no air time on CNN.
We don’t riot and burn things down.
We go to work and support our families.
We love America.
We protect the unborn.
We salute the flag.
We say the pledge of allegiance.
We sing the Star Spangled Banner
- while standing.
We respect law enforcement
and we obey the law.
We appreciate the military.
We use guns safely and legally.
We defend the Constitution
- especially the 2nd Amendment.
We support conservation and hunting.
We are S.C.O.P.E.

Donate Today!
www.SCOPEny2a.org

SCOPE Membership Application

SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE!

