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“Nobody made a 
greater mistake 
than he who did 
nothing because 
he could do only 

a little.“ 

By Tim Andrews, 
S.C.O.P.E. President 
 
 This will be the last edition of Firing 
Lines before the November 6th elections. 
The focus now is the November vote. The 
next edition of Firing Lines, following the 
November elections, will focus on the elec-
tion results and their impact on the 2019 leg-
islative agenda. Our success or failure in the 
2019 legislative session will hinge signifi-
cantly on our success or failure in the No-
vember elections. As I’ve mentioned on nu-
merous occasions, it is not overstated to say 
this is the most important election in genera-
tions for New York’s gun owners. 
 In many ways this has been a con-
troversial and sometimes contentious year, 
especially when it comes to the governor’s 
race. I won’t waste time and space writing 
about Cuomo. After eight long years, we all 
know what we have there and what needs to 
be done. I’m going to focus on the Republi-
can side and start by telling you about a con-
versation I recently had with Julie Killian 
who is the candidate for Lieutenant Governor 
running with Marc Molinaro. 
 You may remember the controversy 
surrounding the choice of Ms. Killian for the 
second spot on the GOP ticket. In a recent 
campaign for a State Senate seat, she came 
out and expressed support for the SAFE Act. 
Obviously, this was an enormous concern for 
us, and in a phone conversation with Marc 
Molinaro following the choice of Killian, I 
expressed our concerns and asked him to 
reconsider and remove Killian from the 
ticket. Although Molinaro didn’t say this, 
most around the state believe this was a state 
party decision and not Molinaro’s. In any 
case Killian was kept on the ticket. 
 About my conversation with Killian, 
I met Ms. Killian at the SCOPE Yates 
County ‘Meet the Candidates Pig Roast’ in 
Penn Yan recently. We had a very frank dis-
cussion and she was very open about her 

history as it pertained to firearms and fire-
arms issues. She essentially had little expo-
sure to firearms either growing up or as an 
adult. She explained she knew little more 
than what she heard in the liberal media and 
that was the extent of her exposure. After 
being chosen to run for Lieutenant Governor 
she became very aware of the criticisms. Her 
reaction to the criticism was to study the is-
sue and gain a better understanding of the 
Second Amendment and particularly 
Cuomo’s unSAFE Act. 
 During my time with her I went into 
SCOPE’s position and concerns with the 
various segments of the Act, and the ex-
tremely negative impact on law-abiding gun 
owners while having no impact on criminals. 
She was extremely open to the discussion 
and I certainly came away with the view she 
has evolved on the issue of guns and the Sec-
ond Amendment. I specifically asked her if it 
was fair to say that her position on guns and 
the unSAFE Act have evolved and her an-
swer was a resounding “yes.” She is abso-
lutely in favor of doing whatever is necessary 
to repeal the unSAFE Act. 
 Now, I get that we all have a skepti-
cal side to us that questions these ‘death bed’ 
conversions. I think it’s wise to maintain a bit 
of skepticism when it comes to whatever any 
politician tells us. Nonetheless we shouldn’t 
discount a politician who acknowledges a 
change of heart. We should applaud that poli-
tician for their willingness to approach a sub-
ject with an open mind and consider that 
maybe their position may be misguided or 
wrong. After all, one of SCOPE’s most im-
portant functions is to reach out to politicians 
and educate and that’s exactly what we’ve 
done here. This is a SCOPE success story, if 
the Molinaro/Killian ticket is elected we will 
have two friends in the executive branch of 
government in Albany. 
 One comment on Marc Molinaro: It 
needs to be stated that there is one candidate 

(Continued on page 4) 

A Critical Decision Looms for Gun Owners and all 
New Yorkers in November  

A well Regulated 
Militia, being neces-
sary to the security 
of a free state, the 
right of the People 

to keep 
and bear arms, 

shall not be 
infringed. 



SCOPE PHONE NUMBERS 
  
To contact SCOPE: 
E-mail:  admin@scopeny.org 
Or call 844-SCOPENY 
  
SCOPE Board Members 
SCOPE Chapter Chairs are 
also Board Members 
  
President 
Tim Andrews 
President@scopeny.org 
585.315.6411 
 
Chairman of the Board 
At Large Director 
Robert McNally 
Chairman@scopeny.org 
716.790.9948 
  
1st Vice president 
Andrea Elliott 
2vp@scopeny.org 
845.586.1721 

2nd Vice President 
John Prendergast 
John.prndergast@scopeny.org 
315.694.0481 
 
At Large Directors 
Treasurer 
Tom Reynolds 
Tom.reynolds@scopeny.org 
607.215.0612 
 
Secretary  
Michael Giuliano 
Mi-
chael.giuliano@scopeny.org 
585.727.0280 
 
Bob Brannan 
Bob.brannan@scopeny.org 
315.573.9088 
 
Nick Massal 
Nicholas.massal@scopeny.org 
585.593.0131 
 
Joe McAdams  
Joe.mcadams@scopeny.org 
716.570.3436 
   
Kathie Ricketson 
kathiericks@rochester.rr.com 
585.535.0670 
   
Mark Allen 
markdallen@rochester.rr.com 
585.739.6778 
 
Chairman Emeritus 
Harold ‘Budd’ Schroeder 
Bigbudd99@aol.com 
716.861.9302 
 
SCOPE CHAPTER 
INFORMATION   
 
Allegany Chapter 
Chairman Steven Speta 
Steven.speta@scopeny.org 
585.596.1101 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 
Angelica American Legion 
7:00pm Angelica, NY 
 
Capitol District Chapter:  
Albany/Columbia/Greene/
Schenectady/ 
Rensselaer/Saratoga 
Chairman Curtis Cappellano 
curtisc@nycap.rr.com 
518.330.7732 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm 
American Legion Everett Rd 
Albany 
 
Cattaraugus Chapter 
Chairman Michael Guerin 
Michael.guerin@scopeny.org 
716.597.9001 
Meetings 1st Thursday 7:00pm 
American Legion Post 531, 
Little Valley 
 
 

Cayuga Chapter 
  Jim Dishaw 
Dishawjp@gmail.com 
315.255.3315 
  
Central NY Chapter:  
Contact 
Don.smith@scopeny.org 
 
Chautauqua Chapter 
Chairman Will Conta 
Will.conta@scopeny.org 
716.857.0382 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday 7:00pm 
VFW Post 8647 Mayville, NY 
   
Chemung Chapter 
Contact: 
Tom.Reynolds@scopeny.org 
   
Delaware Committee 
Chairman Andrea Elliot 
2ndvp@scopeny.org 
845.586.1721 
   
Erie Chapter 
Chairman Tony Matuszak 
tonym@roadrunner.com 
716.799.4513 
Meetings 3rd Thursday, 
7:00pm 
George Lamm Post #622 
Williamsville 
 
Genesee Chapter 
Chairman Bill Fox Sr. 
bfsonllc@gmail.com 
585.356.4992 
Meetings 2nd Tuesday 
7:00pm 
Calvary Baptist Church 
3515 Galloway Rd. Batavia, 
NY 
  
Jefferson-Lewis Chapter 
Chairman C. Bruce Kingsley 
cbkingsley@tds.net 
315.649.3424 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Watertown Sportsmen's Club 

Watertown, NY  
Monroe Chapter 
Chairman Ken Mathison 
Ken.mathison@scopeny.org 
585.967.1040 
Meetings 4th Tuesday 7:00pm 
 
Niagara Chapter 
Contact: 
Don.smith@scopeny.org 
 
Oneida-Herkimer Chapter 
Chairman Bob Good 
Bob.good@scopeny.org 
315.337.4549 
 
Ontario Chapter 
Chairman Tim Maher 
Ontario.county@scopeny.org 
585.507.6735 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:30pm 
Inn on The Lake Canandaigua 
 
Orleans Chapter 
Chairman David Thom 
David.thom@scopeny.org 
585.589.6918 
Meetings 3rd Monday 7:00pm 
Hoag Library; 1st Floor 
Main Street Albion, NY 
  
St. Lawrence Chapter 
Contact: 
Don.smith@scopeny.org 
   
Schoharie Chapter 
Chairman Russell Case III 
Russell.caseiii@scopeny.org 
518.366.1779 
Meetings 3rd Thursday 
7:00pm 
Alternate venue every 3 
months 
Carlisle Town Hall Carlisle 
Middleburgh R&G Club Mid-
dleburgh, NY 
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Editor - Ralph Esposito 
 

To contact SCOPE 
and FIRING LINES 
 Call 844-SCOPENY  

Or Write: 
SCOPE  

PO Box 165 
East Aurora, NY 14052  

 

  All written material is 
copyrighted by the author and 
or SCOPE, Inc. Permission is 
granted to use all or part of the 
published articles in the Firing 
Lines as long as credit is given 
to the author and SCOPE, Inc. 
 

  F i r i n g  L i n e s  a l l o w s 
S.C.O.P.E. to keep members 
informed on issues in regards to 
defense of the 2nd Amendment, 
in  part icu lar ,  and the 
Constitution in general.  It is 
also an opportunity for 
members to voice their 
opinions and concerns on those 
subjects; as such, it contains a 
variety of personal opinions.  It 
should not be taken as 
representing the official 
position of S.C.O.P.E. or its 
officers and members unless so 
stated.  Readers should 
remember that it is not meant to 
constitute legal advice 
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Newsletter Deadline for the Next Issue 
November 15, 2018 

 
 Firing Lines is printed every two months.  
The deadlines are January 15, March 15, May 15, 
July 15, September 15 and November 15. 
 We do take articles from you, our members. 
They are subject to editing for spelling and gram-
mar. We also reserve the right not to print the arti-
cle. 
 Articles should be emailed as a file. Text or 
basic Word document formats are preferred. Please 
NO PDF files. 
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Schuyler Chapter 
Chairman Dan Phillips 
Schuyler.county@scopeny.org 
607.546.4224 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 
7:00pm 
Moose Lodge Montour Falls, 
NY 
 
Seneca Chapter 
Chairman John Christensen 
Jcruger357@yahoo.com 
315.651.8753 
  
Southern Tier Chapter 
Chenango/Madison/Broome 
Chairman Shawn Palmer 
shawnpalmer@frontiernet.net 
607.316.4907 
 
Steuben Chapter 
Chairman Doug Mitchell 
Doug.mitchell@scopeny.org 
607.359.2928 
Meetings 1st & 3rd Mondays 

7:00pm 
Bath Rod & Gun Club Bath, 
NY 
  
Suffolk Chapter 
Chairman Sherman Kearns 
suffolkcounty-
scope@gmail.com 
631.806.1171 
Meetings 4th Thursday 6:30pm 
Dark Storm Industries Oak-
dale, NY 
 
Tioga Chapter 
Chairman Glenn Hopler 
scopetioga@stny.rr.com 
607.625.3463 
Please call Chairman Hopler 
for  
Meeting dates & times 
  
Ulster Chapter 
Chairman Santos Lopez 
Santos.lopez@ucscope.org 
845.418.2881 
  
 

Wayne Chapter 
Chairman Don Smith 
Don.smith@scopeny.org 
315.398.0195 
 
Wyoming Chapter 
Chairman Dave Ricketson 
Red44@rochester.rr.com 
585.535.0670 
Meetings 2nd Thursday 

7:00pm 
Dept. of Social Services 
Bldg.Warsaw, NY 
  
Yates Chapter 
Chairman John Prendergast 
John.prendergast@scopeny.org 
315.694.0481 

(Continued from page 2) 

SCOPE-PAC  
Political Action Committee 

 

Effectively defending the 2nd Amendment requires 
us to go on the offensive.  We cannot wait, unprepared, for 
the next assault from the radical left.    Although we may 
have a friend in the White House, Cuomo and the radical 
left still reside in Albany.   

SCOPE inc. works to educate the public and in-
fluence legislation while SCOPE-PAC is a separate, all 
volunteer organization and can provide direct financial 
support to candidates and promote legislation safeguarding 
the 2nd Amendment.  Money is the “Mother’s Milk” of 
politics. 
 In less than two years, Cuomo or some equally 
radical liberal will be running for governor and the slim 
majority in the NY Senate will again be at stake. We can-
not wait for the last months before that election to begin 
preparing.  In addition, if we can help a genuine 2A sup-
porter in a primary, that will occur months before the elec-
tion.   
 The time to begin building up cash reserves for 
that election cycle is now, when smaller donations given 
over time can mount up into a significant amount and will 
make a difference.  Please consider making a donation 
now, no matter how small, to SCOPE-PAC and again 
whenever you can afford to support the 2nd Amendment. 

Our ad in Firing Lines gives you specific direc-
tions on how to donate. 

SCOPE-PAC 
P.O. Box 12711 

Rochester, NY  14612 
 

Or online at: 
www.SCOPEPAC.com 

Check your address label for 
your renewal date 

 
 

 With this newsletter your expiration date is in-
cluded on the address label. It will save SCOPE time and 
money if you can renew your membership a month or two 
before your membership is due to expire. 
 You can use the membership application in the 
newsletter or go online to www.Scopeny.org to renew. 

Thank you 



Maintain the existing 
Albany disaster or 
try Molinaro?  
  
By Budd Schroeder 
S.C.O.P.E. At-Large Director, 
Chairman Emeritus 
 

 There is a real problem in 
New York.  We have a huge scandal 
that involves Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and several of his close 
friends and contributors in what is an 
overload of corruption.  New York 
has a national reputation for being 
very high on the list of corrupt gov-
ernments.  The “Three Men in a 
Room” has long been criticized, but 
never corrected. 
 Two of the three, Sheldon 
Silver and Dean Skelos have been 
convicted, but still are not in 
prison.  Power and money can do 
marvelous things when abused by 
talented abusers.  However, Andrew 
Cuomo was the third man in the room 
and he has not been indicted.  There 

have been calls to have him indicted, 
but the power and money aspect seem 
to be working there, too. 
 However, since Cuomo has 
more than $30 million in his cam-
paign war chest and many huge dona-
tions have been connected to lucra-
tive state contracts, it may come to 
pass that some Attorney General 
would be interested in having an in-
vestigation.  Probably would happen 
if the governor was a Republican.  
 As it stands, in politics per-
ception can have the same effect as 
facts, and this could influence the 
election. However, there must be an 
alternative in the race to make it pos-
sible.  Fortunately, there is a viable 
alternative candidate on the Republi-
can and Conservative lines to make 
the change possible. 
 That candidate is Marc 
Molinaro who is like a breath of fresh 
air in a cheese factory.  He is a fresh 
face with fresh ideas that are worka-
ble and reasonable.  His problem is 
that, compared to Cuomo, he is un-
derfunded and money is important. 
 As a campaigner, he is out-

standing, very likable and has a good 
program filled with possibilities 
rather than promises.  At a recent 
campaign stop he spoke of the con-
nections of his opponent to the size of 
his campaign funds and the timing of 
the lucrative contracts given to do-
nors.  Simple path relating cause to 
effect! 
 Marc Molinaro speaks to his 
audience with unusual sincerity for a 
politician.  He does not tell them 
what he thinks they want to 
hear.  Instead he presents the prob-
lems and his intention to solve 
them.  His solut ions make 
sense.  Especially in the financial 
problems of New York!  The ex-
pected deficit in the Cuomo budget 
for next year is more than $14 billion. 
 He talks about the tax suck-
ers of state unfunded mandates which 
is a major problem regarding property 
taxes.  Also, there is much waste and 
inefficiency in the bureaucracy that 
can be trimmed.  He wants to give the 
tax breaks to small businesses that are 
the backbone of the country rather 
than the large corporations who get 
huge breaks and incentives.  The cur-
rent scandals involve some big busi-
nesses who promised thousands of 
jobs but haven’t even come 
close.  Calling it “a drop in the 
bucket’’ would be a huge exaggera-
tion of numbers. 
 The choice should be easy 
for the voters.  As the campaign pro-
gresses, there will be the opportunity 
to make their decision on who will be 
the next governor.  Shall we continue 
with corrupt and expensive govern-
ment, or shall we elect someone who 
will stop the corruption and going 
deeper in debt?  
 This is a very important de-
cision.  Choose wisely, and vote. 
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“There are almost 4 million 
gun owners in New York. 

Cuomo got 2.1 million votes 
in 2014. Do the math!” 

for governor who has a totally un-
blemished documented record when it 
come supporting the gun rights of 
New Yorkers, and it is Marc Moli-
naro. It would literally be a tragedy if 
gun owners do not get out the vote 
and support Marc this November. It 
would truly be a lost opportunity, and 
quite possibly, one we may not re-
cover from for generations. 
 On the legislative side of 
things, the Assembly as you know is 
a freedom-loving gun owners’ night-
mare. The Democrats hold a two-to-
one advantage there and it’s not likely 
to change. That said, please support 
those Assembly candidates who do 
support the Second Amendment as 
they have a tough job and we do need 
their voice in the Assembly. 
 On the Senate side there’s 
been a small group of somewhat 
moderate Democrats who have 

helped the Republicans maintain a 
very tenuous majority. Six of those 
Democrats lost their primaries and 
now it’s become more important than 
ever to elect pro-Second Amendment 
candidates to the State Senate. During 
this past legislative year, the New 
York Senate has been the firewall that 
has stopped Cuomo’s anti-Second 
Amendment agenda. We need to keep 
it that way. 
 This is it. All hands-on deck. 
This is your chance to let your voice 
be heard. Cuomo is very vulnerable. 
He can be defeated. There is a path-
way to victory for Marc Molinaro, 
but it starts with all of us. Let’s make 
it happen! 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Our Political Establish-
ment, in Refusing to Ac-
cept Election Results, is 
Leading Us in a Disas-
trous Direction 

By Tom Reynolds 
S.C.O.P.E. Treasurer and Director 
 
 “…[T]hey know not what 
they do” was uttered two thousand 
years ago and it referred to a political 
establishment that did not understand 
the consequences of their actions.  Un-
fortunately, most of America’s political 
establishment has no idea about the 
consequences of their current actions. 
 Every four years our President 
can change and many in the media will 
hypocritically mention how important – 
and somewhat rare- it is for a country to 
have a peaceful transition in leadership.  
We pride ourselves on following the 
Constitution and not being a “Banana 
Republic”.  Unfortunately the media 
seems intent on making us into that 
“Banana Republic”. 
 Through the two hundred and 
twenty nine years of our nation’s his-
tory, only one serious attempt was 
made to overthrow the Constitution: it 
was called the Civil War and 620,000 
soldiers and an unknown number of 
civilians died in it.  Now, seven score 
and thirteen years after the Civil war 
ended, we face another attempt to over-
throw the government. The Washington 
DC establishment wants to do away 
with the people’s right to elect our 
leader, the President of the United 
States, and they are working tirelessly 
to bring that about. Most of the political 
establishment are willing to tear down 
the Constitution that they swore an oath 
to uphold in what they believe will be a 
bloodless coup d'état.  They probably 
anticipate that Americans will sit qui-
etly and go along with it. 
 Our founding fathers warned 
about a too powerful government and 
they set up constitutional barriers to 
prevent that.  But those barriers started 
falling in the twentieth century and 
government bureaucrats (the Depart-

ment of Justice and the I.R.S. for exam-
ple, but not exclusively) now act with 
impunity to use their bureaucratic pow-
ers against American citizens, which 
now includes using them against the 
President of the United States. The 
founding fathers also set up another 
Constitutional barrier to government 
overreach; the Second Amendment. 
 What if the political elite suc-
ceeded?  What if they overthrow the 
duly elected leader of the country, the 
person that “We the people” voted into 
office?  What are the unintended conse-
quences of this coup that most – but not 
all - of the left do not foresee? 
 Without question, that would 
further empower them to overthrow any 
future Presidents who the Washington 
D.C. political establishment doesn’t 
like.   
 There are an estimated 80 
million gun owners with 250 million 
guns in the United States.  What if only 
ten percent of them are unwilling to go 
along with the loss of their constitu-
tional right to elect their president?  
That’s 8 million gun owners with 25 
million guns!  Most revolutions start 
with considerably less.  
 Does the political establish-
ment believe the military and police 
will side with them?  If they read his-
tory they would know that, during the 
Civil War, the great generals of the 
South had been Union officers before 
the war began. 
 I inferred that most, “…know 
not what they do” and that most do not 
understand the unintended conse-
quences of their actions.  However, I 
believe there are some who not only 
understand the consequences of a coup, 
the confusion that would follow and the 
possibility of a second Civil War but 
they embrace it.  Since they want to, 
“Fundamentally change the United 
States”, there is nothing like total de-
struction to bring about fundamental 
change.   
 I write this not as a threat but 
as a warning that the primary reason 
that guns are protected by the Second 
Amendment is to protect us from tyr-
anny, both foreign and domestic.  This 
would explain why so many in the po-
litical establishment would like to see 

the Second Amendment repealed.   
 We have seen our Constitu-
tion and the vision of our founding fa-
thers greatly eroded in the past century.  
I truly believe most of the far left have 
never given a thought to the unintended 
consequences that I highlighted.  They 
are treading on very dangerous 
grounds.  The Constitution and the vi-
sion of our founding fathers has been 
our strength for over two centuries and 
led our nation to a pinnacle of success 
unmatched in history.  But our position 
is fragile and our country must regain 
its constitutional common sense. 
 There was a pre-political cor-
rectness saying, “I may disagree with 
what you say but I will defend to the 
death your right to say it”.  Perhaps the 
Washington D.C. establishment should 
take heed that while it may disagree 
with the President, he was duly elected 
under the Constitution. 

Go to: www.SCOPEny.org 

VOTE 
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Yates County SCOPE 
Works to Educate the 
Electorate 
By Jack Prendergast 
Yates County Chairman and SCOPE 
2nd VP 
 
 The easiest way to lose your 
independence is not to vote.  Your 
vote counts. Don’t let anyone tell you 
differently.  For 16 years, the Yates 
County SCOPE organization has been 
active in the mission of SCOPE 
standing in defense of the 2nd Amend-
ment of the Constitution.  Along with 
this comes the obligation to reach out 
to the public and educate them on the 
value of this Keystone Amendment. 
 To accomplish our task, we 
undertake two separate events that 
allow SCOPE to headline to the pub-
lic our goal of education.  We work to 
present the face of New York SCOPE 
to the community of Yates County.  
In this endeavor we hold, in August, a 
Pig Roast for SCOPE that invites in 
citizens that want to represent us in 

political office to meet Yates County 
residents.  In October, we hold a 
Judges night where we have candi-
dates that are running for the Su-
preme Court of New York, 7th Judi-
cial District to come to Yates County 
and sell themselves to the voting pub-
lic. 
 The August Yates County 
SCOPE Pig Roast is the largest 
county wide event for political candi-
dates to come face to face with the 
public.  We invite all candidates, all 
parties, to come mingle, interact and 
speak to their constituents.  On Au-
gust 25th of this year, we held our 16th 
Annual Pig Roast.  Running in this 
year’s election we invited the US 
Senate, US Congressional, NY Gu-
bernatorial, NY Senate and NY As-
sembly Candidates to our event.  
Each individual got a chance to speak 
to the Audience and mingle with the 
same. Also invited to the event were 
candidates for the NY State Supreme 
Court 7th Judicial District.  We do not 
stop with the Federal and State posi-
tions that are up for contest.  At our 
event we also carve out time for all 
County and Town candidates running 

for office to speak as well.  
 The invitation to speak is 
made well in advance of our event 
such that the candidates will have a 
chance to limit any conflicts in their 
travel as they move around the state, 
county etc. 
 On October 4th of this year 
Yates County SCOPE once again 
invites the public to attend our Judges 
Night event held at the Elks Club in 
Penn Yan, NY.  At this event we con-
centrate on inviting the candidates 
that will be running for the Supreme 
Court in the 7th Judicial District.  This 
event has always been well attended 
and once again, SCOPE opens this 
event to the public. 
 Education of the electorate is 
important.  The voter must hear all 
points of view of candidates if they 
are to become informed.  Yates 
County SCOPE will continue to do 
our part in bringing all candidates, all 
parties to the voting public for exami-
nation of the issues facing our towns, 
county, state and country. It’s what 
we do. 

Marc Molinaro and Assemblyman Chris Tague (District 102) spoke at the August Schoharie County SCOPE meet-
ing.  Marc Molinaro spoke to a standing-room-only crowd, captivating the audience with his story of being the youngest 
mayor in the United States, his background as a politician, discussions of his planned policies when he gets elected, and 
his excellent sense of humor.  Members of Capital District SCOPE also attended.  
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What’s wrong with bowing to 
Political Correctness? It stifles 
discussion and debate 
 
By Charles Kingsley, Three Mile Bay, NY 
 
  Jefferson –Lewis SCOPE (Shooters Committee 
on Political Education) had been actively seeking a site 
that would hold 300 or more people. The purpose was to 
invite the public to meet the candidates from either De-
mocrat or Republican Parties. The venue was to be in Wa-
tertown which is a central location for Jefferson County. 
We have been seeking a well-known establishment during 
a week day for an evening “Meet and Greet” to no avail. 
Our Chapter is willing to pay the facilities and has insur-
ance that is required to cover events. There would be no 
charge to the public to come and hear the candidates dis-
cuss their agenda, followed by Q & A. We have contacted 
several facilities multiple times and have received no re-
sponse. 
  This seems indicative of where we are in society 
and it confirms my assumptions. We want to be politically 
correct and allow ourselves to be silenced.  Are we afraid 
of being exposed to demonstrations like those at the Kava-
naugh Supreme Court committee hearing? Campaign signs 
are void of party association and missing red or blue. More 
and more of us are reluctant to put campaign signs in our 
yards. We refuse to put campaign stickers on our cars for 
fear of having broken windows or other damage to our car. 
The worst embarrassment is, only 30% of us get out and 
vote. We are blessed in the United States of America with 
many privileges and we don’t even have to blacken our 

finger with indelible ink to vote. 
 We can only blame ourselves for letting the proc-
ess get out of control. We cater to a small minority of 
those who are disruptive and who fail to contribute mean-
ingful ideas. We tolerate vulgar language by the opposi-
tion, rude vocal outbursts, and in many cases violence 
against us for voicing dissenting viewpoints. Facilities are 
fearful of controversy and acrimony. We don’t like these 
facts or the situation but shamefully the tactics of certain 
political forces are working. They are working because our 
candidates are reluctant to even attend a town hall meet-
ing. The public will soon withdraw completely from the 
process. Increasingly worse voter turnout, engagement, 
and election results will be the proof that the politically 
correct environment has destroyed public discourse. 

2018 Legislative 
Reference Guide 

Limited copies are available 
$10.00 each 

 
Please fill out and return the 

attached form to: 
 

SCOPE, Inc. 
PO Box 165 

East Aurora, NY 14052 

 

NAME: _______________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ____________________ 
 
________________________________ 
 
CITY: _________________________ 
 
STATE: _____     ZIP: __________ 
 

2018 L.R.G.QUANTITY: ______ 
 
$10.00 Each 
Amt. Enclosed:               ____________ 
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Have you Moved? 
If you have moved,  please send us your new address so we can update our files. 

Have you changed your Email? 
Sending us your email address does two things: 

It allows us to get information to you quickly 

It saves on mailing costs. Please email updates to: 

admin@scopeny.org  or mail to -PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052 

Yates County Meet the 
Candidates picnic 
 
 On August 25th, 2018, Yates 
County Chapter of SCOPE. held their 16th 
Annual 'Meet the Candidates' Pig Roast at 
Fireman's Field in Penn Yan.  In atten-
dance were approximately 200 people 
from throughout the county as well as 
representatives from various other 
SCOPE chapters. Speakers included 
Larry Sharpe, the Libertarian Party candi-
date for governor; SCOPE President Tim 
Andrews; the Republican Party candidate 
for Lt Governor, Julie Killian; and nu-

merous local candidates running for of-
fice.  In addition to the education through 
public speakers, attendees participated in 
a number of gun raffles for not only 
SCOPE, but several other charities as 
well as a bucket raffle that included nu-
merous prizes.  It was a very productive 
day for all and no one left hungry!  
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“There are almost 4 million 
gun owners in New York. 

Cuomo got 2.1 million votes in 2014. 
Do the math!” 

 Another gubernatorial elec-
tion is near, and it is a critically im-
portant election for New York gun 
owners. Just as SCOPE has done his-
torically we have reviewed the re-
cords of both major candidates for 
governor, Democrat Andrew Cuomo, 
and Republican Marcus Molinaro. 
Along with their records, the criti-
cally important issue of electability 
was also considered when rating 
these candidates. There is absolutely 
no doubt the next governor will be 
Andrew Cuomo or Marc Molinaro.  
 Starting with Governor 
Cuomo, we needn’t waste space and 
time on the Cuomo record, it’s clear 
Andrew Cuomo is a clear danger to 
the civil liberties of all New Yorkers. 
Andrew Cuomo is undoubtedly the 
most anti-gun governor in New 

York’s long history. Andrew Cuomo 
has earned a rating of F.  
 Finally, the Republican can-
didate for governor, Marc Molinaro is 
a well-defined contrast to the record 
of Governor Cuomo. Throughout his 
career in the New York State Assem-
bly and his time as the current 
Dutchess County Executive Marc 
Molinaro has an unblemished record 
defending the Second Amendment 
rights of all New Yorkers. He has 
been an outspoken critic of the SAFE 
Act and supports the repeal of the 
Act.  
 There is no doubt gun own-
ers cannot afford another four years 
of Andrews Cuomo. Cuomo has al-
ready announced as part of his 2018 
re-election campaign that he will 
come to Albany in January with 

SAFE Act II in hand. We will see 
unprecedented gun control and our 
rights will be lost for generations.  
Marc Molinaro has clearly earned an 
“A” rating, and it’s important to em-
phasize the fact his rating was earned 
and is based on his actions and deeds 
and not just words. 
 There are other important 
races this year across the state and the 
state legislature, because of the late 
September primaries it wasn’t possi-
ble to complete ratings for publica-
tion of Firing Lines. We will, how-
ever, be publishing those ratings at a 
later time, prior to the November 
elections.  

SCOPE President Tim Andrews and Republican candidate for Governor Marc Molinaro at the 2018 
Constitution Day Dinner in Geneva, NY  

Election 2018 - Governors race 
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SCOPE Member Clubs 
 

 The following are clubs that 
are members of SCOPE. If you plan 
to join a club, please try to join one 
that is a SCOPE member. If your 
club would like to become a SCOPE 
club member please give SCOPE a 
call or drop us an E-mail. 
 
5 Point Rod & Gun Club 
ABATE of NY Ontario Chapter 
Adirondack Federation of Sports Clubs 
Alfred Rod & Gun Club 
Allegany County 
Federation of Sportsman 
Allied Sportsmen of WNY Inc 
Almond Rod & Gun Club 
B.R.G. Conservation Club 
Bailey Mountain Fish & Game Club 
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club 
Barre Sportsmens Club 
Barrington Rifle Club 
Batavia Rod & Gun Club 
Bath Rod & Gun Club 
Big Game Recovery 
Bison City Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Black Rock Fish & Game 
Club of Cornwall  
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club 
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club Inc 
Boston Valley Conservation Society 
Branchport Rod & Gun Club  
Bridgeport Rod & Gun Club 
Broome County Sportsmen's Assoc  
Buckhorn Sportsmens Club, 
Buffalo Revolver & Rifle Club 
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club 
Camden Rod & Gun Club 
Camillus Sportsmens Club 
Canajoharie Forest Fish And Game Club  
Canandaigua Lake Duck Hunters 
Canandaigua Sportman's Club 
Canisteo Rod & Gun Club 
Cayuga County Sportsmen's Association 
Chemung County 
Federation of Sportsmen 
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club 
Chestnut Ridge Rod & Gun Club 
Clarence Shooting Club 
Community Conservation Club 
Conesus Lake Sportsmen's Club 
Conservation Club of Brockport 
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club 
Deer Search of WNY 
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club 
Dunham's Bay Fish & Game Club 
Dutchess County 
Sportsmen's Association 
East Hook Sportsmen 
Eden-North Collins Gun Club 

Elbridge Rod & Gun Club 
Elma Conservation Club 
Erie County Conservation Society Inc 
Essex County Fish & Game League 
Evans Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Franklinville Conservation Club 
Genesee County Fish & Game 
Protective Assoc.  
Genesee/Wyoming Pheasants Forever 
Chapter 843 
Glen-Coe Conservation Society Inc 
Gorham Coon Hunters 
Gouverneur Rod & Gun Club 
Gowanda Rifle Club 
Grand Island Rod & Gun Club 
Grape Country Coon Hunters Assoc. 
Greenway Verona Mills 
Fish & Game Club 
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Harder-O'Donnell American Legion 
Post 734 
Hartland Conservation Club 
Helderberg Rod & Gun Club 
Hidden Valley Lodge 
Hoisingtons NY Ranging Co. 1776 
Hol-Field Rod & Gun Club 
Holland Rod & Gun Club 
Holley Rod & Gun Club 
Honeoye Fish & Game Club 
Hornell Sportsman Club 
Hudson Valley Sportsmen's Association 
Ilion Fish & Game Club 
Indian Lake/Blue Mountain 
Fish & Game Assoc. 
Irondequoit Fish & Game Club 
Iroquois Rod & Gun Club 
Junior Wilson Sportsmen Club 
Lackawanna Conservation Inc 
Lake Keuka Chapter 
Izaak Walton League 
Lime Lake Sportsman's Club 
Long Lake Fish & Game Club 
Lowville Fish & Game Club 
Lyons Rod & Gun Club 
Mendon Conservation League 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club 
Middlesex Conservation Club 
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club 
Millport Hunting & Fishing Club 
Mt Morris Sportsman's Club, Inc 
Neighbors Gun Club 
New Paltz Rod and Gun Club 
New York Houndsmen 
Conservation Association 
Newark Rod & Gun Club 
Niagara Frontiersmen Pistol Club 
North Star Sportsman's Club 
North Woods Sportsmens Association 
Northern Chautauqua Rifle & Pistol Club 
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club 
Oakfield Rod & Gun Club 

Oatka Fish & Game Club 
Olean Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Outlet Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Oxford Rod & Gun Club 
Painted Post Field & Stream Club 
Pearl River Gun Club 
Randolph Rod & Gun Club,  
Red Creek Conservation Club 
Ripley Rod & Gun Club 
Rochester Brooks Gun Club 
Rochester Rifle Club 
Rockdale Rod & Gun Club 
Rushford Lake Conservation Club 
Safari Club International WNY Chapter  
Sara Spa Rod & Gun Club 
Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club, Inc 
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club 
Scio Rod & Gun Club 
Seneca County Federation 
of Sportsmen's Clubs 
Shawangunk Fish & Game Association 
Shortsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Somerset Conservation Club, Inc 
Sons of American Legion Squadron 734 
South Bristol Fish & Game Association  
Sportsman Coonhunters Association 
Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park 
Springville Field & Stream Club 
Square Deal Sportsmen  
Stamford Rod & Gun Club 
Steuben Co.Federation 
of Conservation Clubs 
Syracuse Pistol Club 
Ten-X Shooting Club Inc 
Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club 
Tupper Lake Sportsmens Club 
Twin City Shooting Club 
Veterans of America Gun Club 
Walden Sportsmen's Club 
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club 
Watertown Sporstmen  
West Falls Conservation Society 
Westfield Fish & Game Club, Inc 
Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Williamson Conservation 
& Sporting Club 
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club 
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club 
Wyoming Conservation Association, Inc 
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation 
Yates Carlton Lakeshore Sportsman Club 
Yates County Federation 
of Conservation Clubs 
Yates County Sportsmen's Association 

Contact SCOPE to be-
come one of our member 

clubs. Page 2 
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SCOPE Business 
Associate 
Membership 
 
 Show your support for our 
2nd Amendment rights with a Busi-
ness Associate Membership.  Dues 
are $50 annually, or $250 for a 
Sponsor level membership.  Mem-
bers will receive a window sign to 
display, a listing on our website 
and contact information.  We will 
also supply them with membership 
applications and a supply of each 
issue of the Firing Lines for their 
store.   Sponsors will also receive 
a wall plaque for display in their 
store.  
 

Application on page 12 

Please check your email for 
renewal reminders. 

If you have an email address listed with 
SCOPE, your renewal reminder will 

now come via email. Please check your 
email for renewal reminders. 

Make a 
difference 

VOTE! 
Educating Voters: Presi-
dent Andrews Recognizes 
Various Chapters with 
SCOPE Awards 
 
By Michael Guerin 
Cattaraugus S.C.O.P.E. Chairman 
 S.C.O.P.E. is on the rise and 
is continuing to grow and thrive. We 
thank all our members who continue to 
support us through their dedication and 
endless volunteer hours to uphold the 
2nd Amendment. 
 At the Board of Director’s 
meeting held on September 15, Tim 
Andrews specifically recognized four 
Chapters for their efforts in preserving 
the 2nd amendment. 
 Andrea Elliott, Chair of the 
Delaware County S.C.O.P.E. Chap-
ter & First Vice-President of 
S.C.O.P.E. In recognition of her or-
ganizational efforts in preparing her 
county for the 2018 election through 
her and her chapter’s diligent work in 
organizing a political forum in Delhi 

for meeting several of the candidates 
all toward the goal of educating the 
public regarding the upcoming elec-
tion. Among the speakers in attendance 
were Libertarian gubernatorial candi-
date Larry Sharpe, a representative of 
Republican gubernatorial candidate 
Marc Molinaro, the local sheriff, and 
several other local politicians. 
 Russell J. Case, III, Chair of 
the Schoharie County S.C.O.P.E. 
Chapter. In recognition of his organ-
izational efforts in preparing his county 
for the 2018 election through his dili-
gent work at raising funds during his 
county fair putting in 12-hour days, 
enduring intolerable weather condi-
tions, getting gubernatorial candidates 
to speak to his chapter, and managing 
to get an invitation from his county’s 
Republican committee to run a 
S.C.O.P.E. table at an event they were 
holding, all toward the goal of educat-
ing the public regarding the upcoming 
election. 
 John Prendergast, Chair of 
the Yates County S.C.O.P.E. Chap-

ter and Second Vice-President of 
S.C.O.P.E. In recognition of his organ-
izational efforts in preparing his county 
for the 2018 election through his and 
his chapter’s diligent work at fund rais-
ing as well as political candidate atten-
dance at their Yates County Pig Roast 
this year. Among speakers in atten-
dance were gubernatorial Libertarian 
party candidate Larry Sharpe, Republi-
can Julie Killian and numerous local 
politicians, all toward the goal of edu-
cating the public regarding the upcom-
ing election. 
 Michael Guerin, Chair of 
Cattaraugus County S.C.O.P.E. 
Chapter. In recognition of his and his 
chapter’s efforts in raising funds to-
ward the defense of the Second 
Amendment at their County Fair and 
the West Valley annual gun raffle. 
They successfully raised over $8,300 
between the two events. 
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SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC) 
PO Box 165, East Aurora, NY 14052  

Business Associate Membership Application 
 

Date of Application___________________  Donation, Annual $50_________   Annual Sponsor $250__________ 

Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________ 

State___________  Zip__________  Fax _______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________ 

Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________ 

 (Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible) 

SCOPE Business 
Associate Members 
 
 The following are 
business members of SCOPE. 
If your business would like to 
become a SCOPE business 
member please fill out the 
application below. 
 
A.R. Pierrepont Co., Inc. 
154 Berkeley St 
Rochester, NY 14607-3003 
585-473-3225 
 
AM PM Bail Bonds 
1159 W Main St 
Riverhead, NY 11901 
631-369-5980 
 
American Freedom Apparel 
116 University Blvd 
Depew, NY 14043 
716-407-0515 
 
Armor Risk Management Inc. 
2550 RT 9W 
Ravena, NY 12143 
518-756-7380 
 
Ashville General Store 
PO Box 199 
Ashville, NY 14710 
716-763-3369 
 
Association of Former NYS 
Troopers, Inc. 

PO Box 362 
Hamlin, NY 14464-0362 
585-964-3317 
 
B & B Repair Service Inc. 
14 Second St 
Canisteo, NY 14823 
607-698-2876 
 
B & E Electric 
4466 Kipp Rd 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 
585-394-8771 
 
B S Recreational Farm 
8384 State Park Rd 
Three Mile Bay, NY 13693 
315-649-3424 
 
Batavia Marine & Sporting 
Supplies 
411 W Main St 
Batavia, NY 14020 
585-343-4131 
 
Beecroft's LLC 
11106 Rt 40 
Schaghticoke, NY 12154 
518-753-4402 
 
Bill Fox & Son Construction 
& Remodeling, LLC 
9346 South St Rd 
LeRoy, NY 14482 
585-356-4992 
 

Bonded Collection Services 
PO Box 305 
Fairport, NY 14450 
585-223-2089 

Bullseye Shooters Supply 
453 S Hamilton St 
Painted Post, NY 14870 
607-962-1100 
 
Cast Away Charters & Guide 
Service 
12 Hummingbird Rd 
Coudersport, PA 16915 
716-560-9216 
 
Ciminelli & Ciminelli PPLC 
421 Penbrooke Dr, Ste 2 
Penfield, NY 14526-2045 
585-235-0980 
 
Creekside Morgans, LLC 
60529 Route 415 
Avoca, NY 14809-9540 
631-988-6303 
 
Creekside Sports LLC 
409 Main St 
Schoharie, NY 12157 
518-702-5061 
 
D&J Construction West, LLC 
7562 McCarriger Rd 
Ovid, NY 14521 
607-869-9466 
 
Dick Ferraioli/Guilderland 
Pump 
6230 Hawes Rd 
Altamont, NY 12009 
518-861-8733 
 
Dick's Country Store Gun 
City & Music Oasis 

7429 US Rt 11 
Churubusco, NY 12923 
518-497-3253 
 
Diversified Dairy Products, 
Inc. 
496 Kennedy Rd 
Buffalo, NY 14227 
716-864-1760 
 
Durham Valley Liquor Store 
395 Rt 20B 
E Durham, NY 12423 
518-634-7132 
 
F.G. Rayburn Mason 
Contractors, Inc. 
3791 Rts 5&20 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 
585-394-9360 
 
Fire Mark Insurance Agency 
PO Box 393 
Cobleskill, NY 12043 
518-234-2121 
 
G. Chipman Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 
360 Grant Ave Rd 
Auburn, NY 13021 
315-252-8541 
 
Gene Swanson Auto Repair 
4417 Chautauqua Blvd 
Lakewood, NY 14750 
716-763-0961 
 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Harold's Welding Shop 
1164 E Swamp Rd 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 
585-554-5178 
 
Harv's Harley Davidson, Inc 
3120 Kittering Rd 
Macedon, NY 14502 
585-377-0711 
 
Heritage Outdoor Sports/
Archery 
1886 Melvin Hill Rd. 
Phelps, NY 14532 
315-828-6860 
 
Hunters Landing 
8348 Lewiston Rd 
Batavia, NY 14020 
585-343-1474 
 
Interlaken Guns & Ammo 
8268 Main St 
Interlaken, NY 14847 
607-532-9244 
 
KAJED Enterprises,LLC 
900 Old Liverpool Rd 
Ste 2-10 
Liverpool, NY 13088 
704-998-1829 
 
Laraway for Assembly 
PO Box 410 
Middleburgh, NY 12122 
518-827-7733 
 
Legal Shield / ID Shield 
PO Box 364 
Ransomville, NY 14131 
716-863-6577 
 
Oneida Electric 
5630 Horatio St 
Utica, NY 13502 
315-733-1311 
 
Oyster Bay Insurance 
27 Pine Hollow Rd 
Oyster Bay, NY 11771 
516-922-9131 
 
Point Pleasant Firemen's 
Association 
55 Ewer Ave 
Irondequoit, NY 14622 
585-234-9647 
 
Precision Armament Div of 
PM Research Inc 
4110 Niles Hill Rd 

Wellsville, NY 14895 
585-593-4975 
 
Rick's Septic Services 
PO Box 2 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 
585-797-8346 
 
RJK Guns & Stuff 
868 Hyde St 
Whitney Point, NY 13862 
607-692-3346 
 
S&B Products, Inc. 
PO Box 145 
Munnsville, NY 13409 
315-363-3710 
 
S&S Auto Body, Ken-Ton 
Inc. 
321 Englewood Ave 
Buffalo, NY 14223-2819 
716-834-0183 
 
Sardinia Mini Storage 
PO Box 158 
Sardinia, NY 14134 
716-807-9963 
 
Seneca Gun Sports 
4705 Ste Rt 14 
Rock Stream, NY 14878 
607-243-7243 
 
Shoff Farms 
2296 Haven Corners Rd 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 
315-694-8600 
 
Strong Side Defensive 
Firearms Training 
5316 Franklin Rd 
Marion, NY 14505 
585-506-2978 
 
Take Aim Firearms 
3586 Connie Trail 
Blasdell, NY 14219 
716-939-0101 
 
The Custom Shop Gun Shop 
PO Box 410 
Walworth, NY 14568 
315-986-1717 
 
The Firing Pin LLC 
8240 Buffalo Rd 
Bergen, NY 14416 
585-494-0333 
 
 

The Valley Gun Shop, LLC 
1600 Davis Rd 
W Falls, NY 14170 
716-652-7499 
 
Thunderbird Arms 
714 Broadway 
Darien Center, NY 14040 
716-239-3279 
 
Tom Huss Service 
PO Box 139 
Ontario Center, NY 14520 
315-524-3311 
 
True American Signs & 
Vehicle Specialties 
678 E. Main St 
Cobleskill, NY 12043 
518-234-1400 
 
Turnbull Mfg. 
6680 Rts 5 & 20 
Bloomfield, NY 14469 
585-657-6338 
 
Vincent's Heating & Fuel 
Services LLC 
PO Box 625 (16 Railroad St) 
Poland, NY 13431 
315-826-3864 
 
Walton's Service Center, Inc. 
1634 Rt 54 
Penn Yan, NY 14527 
315-536-6928 
 
Williamson Hardware, Inc. 
PO Box 163 
Williamson, NY 14589 
315-589-4011 
 
WNY Synthetics/Amsoil 
3238 Lockport Rd 
Sanborn, NY 14132 
716-216-4045 
 
www.GoldRushEnergy526.com 

390 Lykers Rd 
Central Bridge, NY 12035 
518-470-6079 
 
York Penn Shows 
PO Box 9340 
Frewsburg, NY 14738 
716-569-6810 
 
 
 

Please use a SCOPE 
m e m b e r  b u s i n e s s 
whenever you can. Don’t 
forget to tell them you 
found their business in 
the SCOPE newsletter.  

 
✦ Want to annoy 
Governor Cuomo?  Get 
Your Repeal The SAFE 
Act sign send an e-
mail to: 
admin@scopeny.org. 

Advertising 
in 

FIRING 
LINES 

 
If you would 

like 
To advertise, 
please call 
or E-mail 
SCOPE 

We will be 
happy 

to assist you in 
composing and 
placing an ad 

 

Call: 
844-SCOPENY 
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Empire State 
Weeklies 

 
For all your printing 

needs 
 

Job Printing 
Newsletter and News-

paper Publishing 
Bulk Mailing Services 

 
46 North Ave., Web-

ster, NY 14580 
(585) 671-1533 

Gun Owners 
Have the 
Numbers but 
Need to Be 
Politically Active 
 
By Tom Reynolds 
S.C.O.P.E. Treasurer and Director 
 
 Are you tired of politicians 
lording over us as our masters and 
telling us what to do?  We can strike 
back by voting.  Angry about Upstate 
New York’s values, rights and econ-
omy being trampled down by New 
York City politicians?  Upstate gun 
owners, themselves, have the ability 
to turn that around; all they have to 
do is vote! When people say they do 
not have a voice, that’s only because 
they are not speaking by not voting.  
Want to say “up yours” to the politi-
cians?  Vote! 
 SCOPE estimates there are 
5.5 million gun owners in New York 
State.  The lowest estimates for NYS 
are 4 million gun owners.  There are 
19 million people in NY State, so 
between 1 out of 4 and 1 out of 5 
New Yorkers is a gun owner.  As 
New York City makes it very difficult 
to own a gun, the vast majority of 
these gun owners are in Upstate New 
York. 
 In 2017, there were a total of 
2.017 million union workers in New 
York State verses 5.5 million gun 
owners.  If we could get just one-half 
of all gun owners to vote, we would 
be the biggest political force in NY 
State. 
 In 2014, there were less than 
4 million total votes cast in the gover-
nor’s race.  Cuomo got 2.1 million 
votes and his challenger (Astorino) 
got 1.6 million votes.  Since not eve-
ryone who voted for Astorino was a 
gun owner and some gun owners 
probably voted for Cuomo, it’s rea-
sonable to suggest that only about 1.2 

million gun owners voted, or about 1 
out of 4 gun owners. 
 If you want a politician’s 
attention, one needs to supply money 
or votes.  It costs nothing to vote.  
Politicians are well aware that gun 
owners will not vote; one party feels 
free to attack us and our rights and 
the other party has shown no over-
whelming need to defend us, since 
neither pays a price in elections. 
 Some gun owners will say 
they don’t vote because they don’t 
like either candidate.  I can sympa-
thize with that as I often vote for the 
lesser-of-two-evils, since one candi-
date is really awful.  But if we want 
to change that and if we want to start 
voting for instead of against candi-
dates, we have to first establish a 
presence and that is only done by 
voting. Once you are in the system, 
we can primary the lesser-of-two-
evils and get real candidates for 
whom we want to vote. 
 The leaders of SCOPE, as 
well as other 2A organizations, are 
more than willing to do the heavy 
lifting.  But they need numbers back-
ing them up to give them credibility 
and those numbers only come from 
the voting booth.  You start taking 
back your government and saying “up 
yours” to the political class by voting. 
 Time is of the essence.  If 

you are not registered to vote, the last 
day to register is October 12thin order 
to vote this November. If you are 
registered then VOTE, YOUR 
RIGHTS DEPEND ON IT!  

Mail to: SCOPE Membership, PO Box 165 East Aurora NY 14052  
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What Does 
Preserving the 
Second 
Amendment 
Require? 
 
By Tom Reynolds 
S.C.O.P.E. Treasurer and Director 
 
 Per SCOPE’s Articles of 
incorporation, we are dedicated to 
preserving the Constitution and in 
particular the Second Amendment.  
Let’s explore what that means. 
 When any law is proposed, 
the first question should be: is it con-
stitutional?  (The second question is: 
if it is constitutional, is it good law?)
What is the basis on which it should 
be decided if it is constitutional? 
 The late Justice Antonin 
Scalia was an outspoken believer that 
the words in the Constitution mean 
what they say and not what judges 
wish they said.  The words have to be 
interpreted to mean what they meant 
when the constitution was signed or 
the amendment was enacted.  This is 
known as “Textualism”.  Unfortu-
nately, the Progressive Left believes 
that only when their interpretations 
fail should the court reluctantly refer 
to the actual written words.  
 Of overriding importance, 
words need to be taken “In Context”.  
A sentence may mean one thing when 
standing alone but quite another when 
taken in context of the body within 
which it was written. When interpret-
ing any part of the Constitution, that 
part does not stand alone and must be 
interpreted within the intention of the 
entire document; and that overriding 
intention was to limit the powers of 
the Federal Government.“The right of 
the people to keep and bear arms shall 
not be infringed” must be interpreted 
in the context of the limited powers of 
the federal government to infringe on 
it.  

 Does that mean that non-
federal government bodies, such as 
the states, can infringe on our rights?  
The 14th Amendment says, “No state 
shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immu-
nities of citizens of the United 
States”.  What part of “No state 
shall…” does the liberal left not un-
derstand?     
 Further enforcing the foun-
ders idea of a limited government, 
several states insisted on a “Bill of 
Rights” before they would approve 
the Constitution.  (New York was one 
of those that insisted, which demon-
strates how far the SAFE Act has 
taken NYS from its roots.)The pri-
mary authors of the Federalist Papers, 
James Madison and Alexander Ham-
ilton, believed the Bill of Rights was 
not necessary since the limited pow-
ers of the government would not en-
able it to take away rights. Happily, 
those favoring a written Bill of Rights 
prevailed.  Can you imagine today’s 
gun debate if there were no Second 
Amendment? 
 The Constitution was written 
to stand the test of time.  It dealt as 
much with human/political behavior 
as it did with the functioning of gov-
ernment.  The framers set political 
ambition and jealousies in opposition 
to each other by creating three co-
equal branches of government.  The 
principles embedded in the Bill of 
Rights transcend time; they are appli-
cable as long as political human na-
ture exists. 
 The Second Amendment is 
as central to the Constitution as is the 
Senate, the Presidency, the Judiciary 
or the Commerce Clause.  Those at-
tacking the Second Amendment are 
not attacking some adjunct piece of 
the Constitution, they are attacking 
the Constitution itself, just as much as 
if they were conspiring to bypass or 
eliminate the powers of the Senate. 
 Presidents, Congress, the 
Supreme Court all take an oath to 
defend and support the Constitution 
of the United States against all ene-
mies and that they will bear true faith 

and allegiance to the same. Defend 
means: secure, shield, uphold, guard, 
preserve, protect.  Support means: 
care for, back, uphold, boost, defend.  
Per their oaths of office, they are obli-
gated to do the same.  This applies to 
the entire document, not just those 
parts that they like.  Anything less 
violates their oath of office. 
 Supreme Court Justice and 
uber-liberal Sonia Sotomayor wrote 
in a dissent concerning one of Barack 
Obama’s overreaches, “The people 
should not have to wait for Congress 
to act”.  The majority of the Supreme 
Court felt that the people SHOULD 
WAIT for Congress to act since that 
is the way the Constitution requires 
legal actions to be taken.  It also 
raises the question of how did So-
tomayor become the people’s un-
elected representative?  If there is a 
group that believes the Constitution is 
outdated and changes are needed, the 
legal way is by amending the Consti-
tution. It’s been done twenty seven 
times.  Only one of those Amend-
ments took rights away from the peo-
ple (Eighteen – Prohibition) and that 
one was the only Amendment ever 
reversed. 
 “We the people” are in 
charge, not unelected judges and we 
need to take back that power.   As 
Alexander Hamilton said, “Liberty 
can have nothing to fear from judges 
who uphold the law.  But liberty has 
everything to fear if judges try to leg-
islate, too.” Justices must not be al-
lowed to usurp the people’s constitu-
tional powers by rewriting laws to 
align with their personal views. The 
Constitution is a living document in 
the sense that its principles live on 
and are applicable to all generations. 

VOTE 
In November 
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Has due process 
been lost? 
 
By Budd Schroeder 
S.C.O.P.E. At-Large Director, Chair-
man Emeritus 
 
 Due process is mentioned in 
the Bill of Rights and again in another 
Amendment.  It sounds good and would 
be if it was faithfully followed. 
 The recent attacks by the Dark 
Side in Washington DC and by the 
SAFE Act in New York are perfect 
examples of the discrepancy of the 
process used in legal practices.  In both 
places (and other places in the country) 
an accusation or report is as good as a 
conviction for losing rights. 
 An example of the SAFE 
Act’s damage is that a person can have 
four different constitutional and civil 
rights infringed on a false report by a 
medical facility or by certain medical 
personnel. One right is the right to keep 
and bear arms.  A false report goes to 
the Department of Mental Health, they 
report that a person was an involuntary 
admission to the hospital, or some per-
son puts on the report that in their opin-
ion the patient is a danger to himself or 
others. When that false notification is 
given to the State Police, the person is 
trapped. 
 They are trapped because 
almost immediately, if they have a pis-
tol permit, the County Clerk is notified 
to suspend the permit.  There is no due 
process as the person involved has no 
genuine opportunity to dispute the 
claim.  The person is also reported to 
the FBI and is put on the NICS report 
which is used to do background checks 
to purchase firearms.  Being on that list 
prohibits the person from owning a gun. 
 If a person does not have a 
pistol permit, they don’t know that they 
are on the list unless they try to pur-
chase a gun.  It can also be a problem if 
they are arrested and the police dis-
cover they are on the list.  The person 
might be arrested for a misdemeanor 
hunting violation and then find out he is 
guilty of a federal felony.  
 The state does not inform the 
person that they have been put on the 

list.  Ignorance of the law is no excuse 
and they can be charged from a state 
misdemeanor to a federal charge of 
“illegal possession of a firearm.”  
 There has not been a publi-
cized case where this has happened yet, 
but with a governor in New York who 
hates guns and honest gun owners, it 
could happen. 
 When a person finds out he or 
she is on the list, it is almost impossible 
to get off.  Many have tried. Few have 
been successful.  The state obviously 
has no interest in correcting their mis-
take and refuses to amend the law to 
prevent this from happening.  Andrew 
Cuomo loves any way possible to con-
fiscate guns. 
 On that note, the Mueller in-
vestigations regarding President Donald 
Trump and the accusation of Russian 
Collusion in the presidential election is 
another good example.  The investiga-
tion has been going on for almost two 
years but has yet to show any collu-
sion.  However, two people involved 
have been convicted of crimes.  The 
crimes were related to income tax laws 
and had nothing significant to do with 
the collusion charges. 
 That is where the selective 
enforcement problem comes in.  The 
investigation showed corruption by FBI 
and DOJ members, and also that the 
FISA applications were fraudu-
lent.  Hillary Clinton and the Democ-
ratic Party were involved in the dossier 
which they used as an important part of 
the process.  Little attention has been 
given to those issues. 
 When side issues like break-
ing tax law becomes an issue, some are 
saying that is a way the government 
will put pressure on minor players to 
get more substantial evidence against 
those higher in the food chain.  Some 
reports claim the investigators are even 
threatening the families of the people 
involved.  A Russian KGB official once 
said: “Show me the law and I will show 
you the person.” 
 Many Russians went to Sibe-
ria with that tool.  If you look at any 
law library, it takes a long, high wall to 
make a bookcase large enough to hold 
all the law books.  Ask a lawyer or even 
a judge about a law, and it is quite pos-

sible that they can’t answer that be-
yond, “I’ l l  have to check on 
that.”  Judges have staff to research 
laws.  Lawyers have paralegals and 
computers to determine what a law says 
and means.  The poor citizen gets 
nailed because “Ignorance of the law is 
not excuse.” 
 So, equal protection under the 
law is trumped by position and finan-
cial means.  The wealthy and powerful 
get more justice than the working stiff 
because they can hire better lawyers 
and go through a lengthy process and 
higher courts.  A lawyer once told his 
audience. “I will defend you to your 
last dollar.”  It was said as a joke, but 
there was a lot of truth in the humor. 
 As for indictments, that brings 
us back to Governor Andrew Cuomo 
who is the most powerful person in 
New York.  He wants to be considered 
as a presidential candidate in 2020 and 
is running for reelection.  He is ex-
tremely wealthy and powerful.  How-
ever, he has some baggage relating to 
corruption that has scores of people 
saying: “Don’t elect. Indict! 
 There are many stories and 
convictions of people close to him that 
bring up the subject of an indictment 
and a thorough investigation of these 
proven acts of corruption. Much sworn 
testimony brings up good reasons with 
names like Silver, Skelos, Kaloyeros, 
Ciminelli, Percoco and even three legis-
lators to give enough credence to start 
an investigation. 
 As more evidence comes out, 
there should be a surge of complaints 
from the populace to demand that an 
investigation with real teeth be initi-
ated. Be assured that the liberal left 
protects its own and this could be an 
uphill battle. 
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U.S. Firearms 
Production 
Topped 11 
Million in 2016 
 
By Jeffrey L. Frischkorn 
Published in New York Outdoor 
News, Vol 14, No 16 
August 10, 2018 
Reprinted with permission from Steve 
Piatt of Outdoor News 
 
Cleveland – In the political watershed 
year of 2016 that saw a generally pro-
gun Donald Trump elected as presi-
dent, the United States’ licensed fire-
arms manufacturers expended a lot of 
energy making new products. 
 Based upon statistics pro-
vided by the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF), in 2016 licensed gun makers 
cranked out 11,497,441 new firearms.  
ATF figures for 2017 are not yet 
available. 
 The ATF figures represent 
the total number of firearms made per 
gun-type classification, not sales.  It’s 
likely that many of these 2016-made 
firearms remain in the inventories of 
wholesalers and retailers, ATF offi-
cials said. 
 Also, ATF figures are for 
firearms made in the United States, 
not those imported.  Firearms produc-
tion is defined as being “firearms, 
including separate frames or receiv-
ers, actions of barreled actions, manu-
factured and disposed of in commerce 
during the (documented) calendar 
year,” the ATF’s report states. 
 In all, based upon the most 
current data, the United States has 
more than 11,000 ATF-licensed fire-
arms manufacturers.  Every U.S. fire-
arms manufacturer pays a $2150 fee 
to the ATF for a license, which is 
good for three years. 
 ATF lists firearms made on a 
state-by-state basis, and by type: 
handguns, rifles, shotguns, and mis-

cellaneous. 
 In New York, the major 
manufacturers continued to be Ilion-
based Remington, which manufac-
tured 339,507 shotguns and 296,669 
rifles in 2016; Kimber, of Yonkers 
(220,804 pistols, 11,079 shotguns and 
2,981 revolvers), and the Norwich-
based CZ-USA (9,787 pistols). 
 Licensed manufacturers 
ranged from small gun shops that 
may have produced only a handful of 
firearms – or even just one – to the 
big names in the industry, such as 
Ruger, Remington, Smith & Wesson, 
O.F. Mossberg and Colt. 
 In 2015, the total firearms 
production in the United States 
topped out at 9,358,661 units.  Based 
on ATF data dating back to 2010, 
2016 easily eclipsed any other in vol-
ume of firearms produced in the 
United States, though the number of 
shotguns made in the U.S. has fallen 
over the past few years. 
 ATF statistics showed that 
for 2016 the number of new semi-
automatic pistols made in the U.S. 
was 4,720,075 units, while the num-
ber of revolvers made here was 
856,291.  In 2010 those statistics 
were 2,258,450 and 558,927, respec-
tively. 

 The ATF numbers also 
showed that for 2016, 9mm pistols 
ruled the manufacturing roost with 
some 2.28 million units made in the 
U.S.  It was followed by .380 caliber 
pistols at 1.13 million units.  The 
manufacturing of .25 caliber pistols 
actually outstripped that of .32 caliber 
pistols, though each figure was small: 
13,141 units versus 10,175 units, re-
spectively.  In the “to .50” caliber 
statistical branch were 837,535 semi-
automatic handguns. 
 The making of .22 caliber 
semi-automatic pistols stood at 
447,315 units in 2016, its sibling re-
volver category figure being 320,775 
units in 2016.  Other noteworthy re-
volver-making figures for 2016 
showed that 248,144 .38 caliber 
wheel guns were made in the U.S. 
during 2016, while 182,564 .357 
Magnum revolvers were produced, 
along with 51,451 “up to .44 Mag-
num” revolvers, and 45,506 “up 
to .50” caliber revolvers. 
 About 4.24 million rifles 
were made in the U.S. during 2016, 
as well as 848,617 shotguns.  (New 
York Outdoor News Editor Steve 
Piatt contributed to this story.) 

SCOPE PAC needs donations 
Ken Mathison, Treasurer SCOPE PAC 
 
 You should all know that SCOPE has a Political Action Com-
mittee (PAC) whose sole purpose is to collect money to donate to de-
serving Second Amendment candidates and incumbents.  
 I have always said that if all gun owners donated one dollar a 
month to the SCOPE PAC we would have millions of dollars to work 
with. So, I'm asking all SCOPE members to donate one dollar per 
month (more if you can) to the SCOPE PAC. You can do that through 
an automatic deduction from your credit card, bank account with your 
debit card, or through a PayPal account if you have one.  All you need 
to do is visit www.scopepac.com, click on the Donate button, and fol-
low the instructions. 
 Money is the grease of the political machine, if we have sig-
nificant money we can grease the machine in our favor. See Page 3 

www.scopepac.com  
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Why This 
Midterm Election 
Matters 
 
By Harold Moskowitz 
 
 “November is coming, No-
vember is coming.”  Should this call 
to attention create less anxiety than 
“the British are coming” from 1775, 
or from the Cold War, “the Russians 
are coming?”  Politics, like diplo-
macy, is conducting war by other 
means.  Yes, we are in a “war,” a war 
for determining the future of this na-
tion and the conditions under which 
your descendants will live.  Our na-
tion is being undermined by internal 
and external forces. 
 The Democrat Party is no 
longer the party of John F. Kennedy 
and Daniel Patrick Moynihan.  
Gradually, it has been taken over by 
those who eagerly support a socialist 
central government with limited indi-
vidual liberties.  Several Congres-
sional Democrats are currently mem-
bers of the Democratic Socialists of 
America.  Its members work to trans-
form the nation from capitalism to 
socialism.  Senator Bernie Sanders, a 
socialist who chose to have his hon-
eymoon in Moscow, calls for new 
economic entitlements which could 
not long be funded even if “the one 
percent” was relieved of every last 
dollar for redistribution of wealth. 
 In a New York City primary 
race, a 28-year-old Democratic So-
cialist, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
defeated her long-time incumbent 
opponent.  She campaigned on pro-
viding a national guaranteed income 
for all.  Her entitlement wish list is 
longer than that of Senator Sanders.  
For now, congressional Democrats 
are distancing themselves from her 
for fear of a “negative” impact in the 
midterm elections.  Privately, many 
of them believe the transformation 
from capitalism to socialism should 
be done slowly in smaller steps.  So-

cialist and communist candidates are 
shedding their “progressive” camou-
flage and are indicating their goals for 
this nation.  With their siren lure of 
“free” entitlements, they are making 
the midterm election a referendum on 
a socialist economic and political 
future for all of us.  Tom Perez, the 
left-wing chairman of the Democratic 
Committee, has praised Ocasio-
Cortez as “the future of our national 
party.”  If that is not a “red flag” for 
you, then revisit the historical rela-
tionship between the setting up of 
socialist governments and gun con-
trol.  It always leads to firearm con-
fiscation.  The Second Amendment’s 
right to self-defense might be the only 
thing holding back left-wing Progres-
sive Democrats from quickly ending 
U.S. sovereignty and individual liber-
ties. 
 Our traditional American 
values are under attack, and indi-
rectly, our Constitution.  We watch as 
a lawfully elected President is con-
stantly attacked. The Executive 
Branch of our Constitutional Repub-
lic and its authority are being under-
mined, perhaps irreparably. There is 
an expanding chasm between today’s 
Democrat Party and most Americans.  
Some wonder if there is the possibil-
ity of an eventual civil war.  Yes, 
November is coming.  A Democrat 
“Blue Wave” would set the stage for 
impeachment proceedings against the 
President.  This would hamper his 
ability to effectively protect the na-
tion.  In addition, a veto-proof De-
mocrat majority would result in a 
slew of anti-firearm regulations, in-
cluding national firearm registration, 
the required first step toward confis-
cation. 
 Even without Russian inter-
ference in the November elections, 
their continuing efforts to interfere by 
dividing our people seems to be suc-
cessful.  The nation’s highest intelli-
gence office, Dan Coats, has said that 
“much as the soviets did in the Cold 
War, the Russian active measures are 
much bigger than just elections.”  He 
has testified that Moscow’s actions 

are “designed to exacerbate social and 
political fissures in the United States. 
 If Progressive Democrats 
continue to overload our expanding 
entitlement system, economic chaos 
will result.  Since the 1960’s, their 
policies have eroded respect for au-
thority in law enforcement, school 
classrooms, and parenting.  As a re-
sult, in an economic or other crisis, 
the civil society could quickly un-
ravel.  At that point, you would be 
glad to still have access to “powder 
and shot.” 
 Where do you stand on this 
“referendum” on socialism and 
planned gun confiscation?  The 
“Progressive” Social-Democrats are 
expecting big wins at all levels of 
government.  Do you want a Gover-
nor Cuomo S.A.F.E. Act II?  This 
election is not between Democrats 
and Republicans.  It is between those 
who favor constitutionally-limited 
government with individual liberties 
and those who want an increasingly 
powerful government that grants enti-
tlements paid for with ever larger 
shares of your income.  It would offer 
few personal liberties and no individ-
ual right to self-defense. 
 Talk to those who see no 
benefit in voting.  Explain what is at 
stake regardless of their political cate-
gory.  Gun ownership and a desire for 
individual liberties cross party lines.  
Stay focused on the preservation of 
our nation and values when you vote 
on November 6th and “keep your 
powder dry.” 
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