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Fighting for your Second Amendment Rights since 1965

New York State is Now Ground Zero
By Stephen J Aldstadt
President of S.C.O.P.E.
This is about more than guns. This
is about our basic fundamental rights, rights
recognized by the United States Constitution, by the New York Civil Rights Law, by
federal health care privacy laws. This is
about more than the Second Amendment.
This is about the Fourth Amendment, the
Fifth Amendment, the Sixth Amendment,
the Ninth Amendment, and the Fourteenth
Amendment. This is about the fundamental
relationship between the government and
the people. Are we in New York State under the power of an unlimited government,
or will New York be a state governed by the
will of the people?
This happened on our watch. We
let this happen. The NY SAFE Act was
pushed through in the middle of the night,
but this was a long time coming, and we
didn't get here over night. New Yorkers
have rated dead last in voter participation in
recent years. Too many of us have not

bothered to vote. Too many of us have used
the tired old excuse, “My vote doesn't
count.” Well the vote that is not cast is the
vote that doesn't count. That is why we are
in the situation we are in now.
Not only is New York rated dead
last in voter participation, but also in both
personal and financial freedom in all the
states of the union. That is no coincidence.
No other state restricts you, taxes you, regulates you, and criminalizes the honest, hardworking citizens as much as New York
State. It is no wonder that New York has
more people moving out than any other
state. Then those of us left behind are left
with the ever increasing tax burden of an
out of control government.
We let this happen, and it is up to
us to do something about it. No one is going to do it for us. Each and every one of us
needs to take personal responsibility. We
need to be registered. We need to vote. We
need to make sure our friends and family
and co-workers vote. We need to stop waiting for others to make things right for us.
We are not a minority. It is time
that we stop thinking like one. There are
more legal gun owners in this state then
there are people who vote in the typical
election. At least most of us were legal before the passage of this ridiculous law. A
legal gun owner is the definition of an eligible voter; at least 18 years old, not convicted of a felony, and not legally determined to be mentally defective. Every single legal gun owner has the right and the
duty to vote in the statewide election.
November 4th will determine the
future. It will determine the direction of our
(Continued on page 2)

VOTE!
By Ralph Esposito
Editor FIRING LINES
The message of this issue is to register to vote and get out to vote! This means
not only you but your friends and family
also. It can be done. It must be done if we
are to stop the SAFE Act and all the new gun
control Cuomo has planned if he gets reelected. We can win but only if you vote!
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A well Regulated
Militia, being
necessary to the
security of a free
state, the right of
the People
to keep
and bear arms,
shall not be
infringed.
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SCOPE PHONE NUMBERS
To contact SCOPE:
Contact, Stephen J. Aldstadt
info@scopeny.org
315 27-SCOPE
SCOPE Board Members
SCOPE Chapter Chairs are also
Board Members
President of SCOPE
Stephen J. Aldstadt
(315) 27SCOPE
SAldstadt@scopeny.org
Chairman of the Board
Harold 'Budd' Schroeder
716 861-9302
BigBudd99@aol.com

Joe McAdams
716-5703436
joe@joeoutdoorguy.com
Membership Chairman
John Krull,
716 832-8013
johnsaf@verizon.net
Ken Mathison
585 967-1040
kenmatent@gmail.com
Paul Rusin
585 659-8335
PRusin@Rochester.RR.com
Jim Nowotny, Webmaster
716 584-1221
jim@scopeny.org

1st Vice President
Gerry Cumbo
716-983-1629
gcumbo@scopeny.org

Director of Legal Affairs
Scott Miller
716-655-4173
sdm3006223@aol.com

2nd Vice President
Mike Mastrogiovanni
315 652-4597
mmastro1@twcny.rr.com

SCOPE CHAPTER
INFORMATION

Secretary
Gary Zielinski, Secretary
Hetman1683@aol.com
Treasurer
Carl Leas
716-656-0350
Carlpride@msn.com
Bob Brannan
315-573-9088
unclebobr1100@yahoo.com
Kathy Kristy
716-696-2434
kathyk@scopeny.org
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Nicholas Massel, Chairman
585-593-0131
hunted@roadrunner.com
Ricky Whitney, Treasurer
585-928-1001
whit1rick55@hotmail.com
Steven Speta, Secretary
585-596-1101
nyankee92@aol.com
BROOME
Pat Cerra, Chairman
607-343-5978
Scope_broome@yahoo.com
Michael R. Sheredy, Secretary
607-765-3278
Tonya Linden, Treasurer
607-349-9428
tonyalindow@yahoo.com
CAPITOL DISTRICT
Chairman, Ray Kosorek

scope_capital_district@scopeny.org
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Co-Chair, David Goslyn
narrowgate1@ymail.com
Co-Chair, Mark Rosensweig
r1stx2@aol.com
Jim Beck is Treasurer
biggestjimbo@hotmail.com

(Continued from page 1)

CATTARAUGUS
Robert C. McNally, Chair
PO Box 133
Franklinville NY 14737-0133
716-790-9948
renegade5411@icloud.com
Kim Chase-Baumgart, Treasurer
(716) 474-6273
kim@thebaumgarts.com
Our meetings will be the second
Monday of each month at the
Franklinville Conservation Club,
6:30 pm

conducted via email and social
media

CENTRAL NEW YORK
Onondaga-Cortland-OswegoMadison
Mike Mastrogiovanni , Chair
mmastro1@twcny.rr.com
315 652 4597
Dick Woods, Treasurer

Erie County Chapter holds
monthly meetings every third
Thursday of the month. Meetings
begin at 7:00 p.m. in the
'The Chicken Coop', VFW Post
8113, 299 Lydecker Rd. in West
Seneca. Located at the intersection
where East & West Rd ends at
Lydecker.

Meetings 3rd Tuesday of the
month at 7:30 pm
Place Clay Sportsmen's Club
Location Henry Clay Blvd north
of Rte 31
CHAUTAUQUA
Sid Compton, Chairman
716 969-6604
sbc49@fairpoint.net
Bob Perry, Co-Chairman
5600 Springbrook Rd.
Dewittville, NY 14728
716-753-6956
Jerry Ruff, Treasurer
716-397-7064
girard_brent@yahoo.com
Will Conta, Secretary
716-857-0381
will.conta@windstream.com
CHEMUNG
Jason Novotny, Chairman
607-259-1149
Jasonn845@gmail.com
Joe Atkinson, Secretary
607-738-4654
bigideas@stny.rr.com
Kevin McGill, Treasurer
607-737-0982
kpmcgill@gmail.com
DUTCHESS
David T. Warshaw, JD, Chair
13 Bird Lane
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603-5001
845-849-1839
dwars92711@aol.com
No regular meetings, business is

state for years to come. It will determine
the very nature of our citizenship. Will we
be subject to the whim of an all powerful
governor, who can decide what rights he
will allow us to keep? Will we have to
justify or prove we have a need to exercise
our right without government interference?
And what rights will go next, our right to
free speech, our right to assemble; will
there be any right of privacy left at all?
Already we are seeing our right to Keep
and Bear Arms and our religious freedom

ERIE
Carl A. Leas, Chairman
Carlpride@msn.com
716-656-0350
Herb Berry, Treasurer
hsberry1@localnet.com
716-825-4174
Frank Boncore, Secretary
Frankboncore@hotmail.com
716-674-3523

GENESEE
Bill Fox Sr. - Chair
585-356-4992
bfson, LLC@gmail.com.
Bruce Balduf - Vice Chair
bdbalduf@rochester.rr.com
Tom Frew-Treasurer
585-749-0115
f e t c h i t u p @ r o ch e s t e r . r r . co m.
Helen Headley - Secretary
585-768-2591
hheadley@rochester.rr.com
NEW meeting information,
Second Tuesday of every month 7
PM, at Calvary Baptist Church,
3515 Galloway Rd., Batavia NY
14020. NEW chapter web site is
www.geneseecountyscope.org
Post office box for chapter correspondence is Genesee County
SCOPE, PO Box 1659, Batavia
NY 14021 - 1659.
JEFFERSON-LEWIS
Danny Tyner, Chairman
315-408-4931
Tt501bbf@yahoo.com
David Petteys, Secretary
315-348-6892
dpetteys@twcny.rr.com
Wayne Reed, Treasurer
315-644-4529
beartownwaynebob@verizon.net
(Continued on page 4)

under attack. What will be next?
New York State is Ground Zero
in the struggle for the Right to Keep and
Bear Arms, and the fight for individual
liberty in America today. What happens in
New York will affect the entire nation. If
we can make a change here, if we can
throw out the politicians who staked their
careers on passing the most restrictive gun
laws ever enacted, then we will send shock
waves across the entire country. We will
have struck a blow for freedom that will
resound from sea to sea.
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How “Readily Restored” is
Apparently “Unambiguous”

By Paloma A. Capanna, Attorney &
Policy Analyst
I am neither gunsmith, nor
engineer, nor amateur tinkerer. I am
quite content in the knowledge that
just up the road in Bloomfield are the
experts at Turnbull Restoration &
(Continued from page 2)
LIVINGSTON
John Frew, Chairman
585-755-3534
Jfrew52@yahoo.com
David Luther, Secretary
585-781-0155
Dluther61@aol.com
Michael Flick, Treasurer
585-315-2346
kflick@aol.com
MONROE
Chris Edes - Chair
Phone (585) 202-7741
chrisedes@dynamic-mail.net
NEW MEETING DATE &
PLACE Monroe County meetings take place the Third Tuesday
of the month 7pm at the American
Legion, 260 Middle Rd, Henrietta, NY, 14467. There is no meeting the month of December.
NEW YORK CITY
Dave Forgione – Chair
(646) 319-0106
Davefargone@aol.com
Jim Lesczynski – Secretary
Michael Justice – Treasurer
NYC@SCOPEny.org
Monthly Meeting is a visit to a
gun store and/or a range. Normally we're doing this on a Tuesday evening, but that may change
depending on the hours of our
target location of the month.
Contact Dave Forgione at (646)
319-0106 for meeting details or
join our low-volume email list by
sending a message to:scopenycsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
NIAGARA
Russell Petrie, County Chair
Phone, 585-733-5968
RussP0067@gmail.com
Gordie Botting, Vice Chairman
716-628-6880
bottinggordon@wildblue.net
Don Clark, Treasurer
716-791-4628
liondebj@gmail.com
Jennifer Czarnecki, Secretary
716-284-4049
Niagara Chapter holds it’s
monthly meetings at the American
Legion Hall, 2589 Youngstown
Lockport Rd in Ransomville at
7:00pm on the third Thursday of

Manufacturing. This, however, is not
the norm among gun owners, who
seem forever debating statutory
phrases like “readily restored” and
“readily converted,” so I took a wander through a stack of federal court
decisions. Are these phrases truly …
ambiguous?
Apparently, federal judges
find no ambiguity when interpreting

each month.
NORTH COUNTRY
Clinton, Essex and Franklin
Garry Hoffman, Chairman
518-524-6752
judgegarry@hotmail.com
ONTARIO
Doug Negley, Chair
(585) 507-6735
dougnegley@yahoo.com
Gary Zielinski - Secretary
hetman1683@aol.com
Kevin Issing - Treasurer
Kdissing@frontiernet.net
The Ontario County Chapter has
its meetings on the third Monday
of the Month, at the Canandaigua
Sportsmen's Club, on Emerson
Road. Meetings start at 7:00 PM.
ORANGE
Mike Kubow, Chair
(845) 496-1183
wileec@frontiernet.net
George Rogero, Secretary
845-781-0839
admin@OCShooters.com
Ralph Turner, Treasurer
845-566-9458
rturnerjr@verizon.net
Meetings will be at 7:30 PM, the
3rd Saturday of each month. 21
Claremont Trail, Blooming Grove,
NY. Call Mike at 496-1183 for
information.
ORLEANS
Emerson 'Tinker' Young, Chair
Don Irvine, Vice-Chair:
Ann Clark, Treasurer
Mary Ellen Hammill, Secretary
Monthly meetings second Monday, our new meeting location is
St. Mary's Athletic Club in Albion
at 538 Moore Street, Time, 7 PM
For more info contact Tinker at
585-765-9122
Be sure to join our new SCOPE
Orleans Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/588255081215016/
PUTNAM
Nick Castellano, Chairman
845-475-8672
sip:nsc@iptel.org
Stephen Clorofilla, vice-chair
914-649-4257
arrowlead@aol.com
Marilyn Miller, Membership Sec

the definition of these phrases, at
least in the context of firearms required to be registered under the National Firearms Act (“NFA”). The
essential statutory construction at 26
U.S.C. 5845 provides the context,
requiring registration not only of
specified firearms that are not func-

845-216-0539
mmm526@gmail.com
Marion Fuscaldo, Secretary
914-648-9031
marion.fuscaldo@gmail.com
Jefferey S. Chiara, Sgt at Arms
845-306-7298 -H
914-490-9927 -C
Rich Gleason, Treasurer
845-520-7511
risteard@verizon.net
SAINT LAWRENCE
Jamie Briggs-Chairman
jlbriggslmt@yahoo.com
315-771-1374
Joel Lappiere -Secretary
jjlappiere29@gmail.com
315-486-2909
SCHUYLER
Les Wilson, chairman
lhwilson100@yahoo.com
607-857-3309
Bob Edwards Co-Chairman
Retired826@yahoo.com
607-742-1355
Eric Dalecki- secretary
edalecki528@gmail.com
631-804-5654
Mark Rondinaro- treasurer
607535@gmail.com
Daniel Phillips, Membership
Secretary
Dsp9@cornell.edu
Schuyler County Scope Committee meets the second Thursday of
each month at the Montour Falls
Moose Lodge 426.
SENECA
Bill McGuire, Chairman
607-793-1973
iga@rochester.rr.com
John O'ConnerSecretary,
315-651-8533
joaseas@yahoo.com
Scott BuischTreasurer,
315-577-2959
sbmover@hotmail.com
STEUBEN COUNTY
John McHenry, Chairman
607-382-2351
madplaid@frontiernet.net
Lafrone Harrison, Secretary
607-968-0075
James Plaisted, Treasurer
607-525-6316
peggjam@hotmail.com
Tom Ryan, Committee Member
607-698-4152
Tsryan123@ymail.com
Terry Kelly, Committee Member

(Continued on page 5)

607-324-7128
SUFFOLK COUNTY
Chairman - William Walter
631-560-9260
ponygt@optonline.net
Sec - William Raab
631-242-1331
braab53@optonline.net
Treas - James Saccardi
631-807-5016
69dart@optonline.net
WAYNE COUNTY
John Piczkur, Chair
(315) 597-2198
WayneCountyScope@yahoo.com
Co-Chairman, Bob Brannan
315-331-0649
unclebobr1100@yahoo.com
Secretary, Chuck Hillis
Treasurer, Deane Fisher
Meetings are held the 2nd
Wednesday of the month at the
Palmyra VFW Post 6778, 4306
Route 31at 7:00pm. All are welcome, for information email
WayneCountySCOPE@yahoo.com for questions
and updates.
WYOMING COUNTY
Chair, Michael Alan Kehl
716-866-1398
mkehl@rochester.rr.com
Treasurer, John E Doyle
585-786-2099
johndoyle1951@yahoo.com
Secretary, Kathleen Ricketson
585-535-0670
Wyoming County Committee
meets 2nd Thursday of each
month at The Wyoming County
DSS Building, Doody Street,
Warsaw NY.
(Across from Tim Horton’s)
.
YATES COUNTY
John E. Prendergast
(315) 781-2334
jprender@clarkson.edu
Leigh Williams, Vice Chair
Bill Button, Treasurer
Marlene Button, Secretary
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tional, but also those “which may be
readily restored to fire.”
Let’s start with a case involving a short-barreled shotgun. No
problem for the prosecution. “The
officer demonstrated at trial the ease
with which the weapon could be connected.” In U.S. v. Woods, the barrel
was found under a cabinet and the
remainder of the gun was found in a
closed, upper cabinet. The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that 26
U.S.C. 5845(d) “does not specify that
the parts must be assembled before it
applies.” [560 FF.2d 600, 1977.]
So just how much effort
amounts to “without much effort?”The case of U.S. v. Catanzaro
evaluated an American Eagle (Noble)
Model 66 12-guage (short barrel)
shotgun. The ATF agent consulted
“a standard reference work in the
field,” identified the missing parts,
learned that Noble’s tools and inventory had been purchased by Smith &
Wesson, went to the Smith & Wesson
plant to obtain the missing parts from
Noble stock for less than $15, completed the reassembly in approximately one hour, and found it to be in
working condition. The court agreed.
[368 F.Supp. 450, 1973.]
In that case, the judge wrote,
“The plain words of the statute…
indicate that the operative phrase
refers to weapons or devices presently incapable of firing projectiles,
but which may with relative ease be
made capable of firing, regardless of
whether they may be reconstructed
into the identical condition from
which they emerged from the factory.”
But what if the firearm
emerges from the factory with a letter
from the manufacturer that says, “To
render the function of this receiver
safe during firing, a piece cut from an
auto sear is welded directly to the
rear of the receiver to allow for the
use of the connecting rod. By welding this piece to the receiver it makes
any modification or conversion to a
select fire or full auto weapon impossible without damaging or rendering
the receiver useless. The button
which is attached to this section is
strictly cosmetic and in no way is it,
or can it be converted for full auto
use.” This manufacturer representation was part of the fact pattern in
U.S. One TRW, Model M14, 7.62
Caliber Rifle.

While the letter might have
sounded like an insurance policy
against prosecution, not so. The Defendant’s own expert witness testified
the gun could be converted to fully
automatic shooting capacity in a
maximum of six hours, saying, “I’ve
thought about, you know, the equipment and stuff I would have, if I had
the machines available to make the
parts to what I would call OM, original manufacturer’s specs. You’re
probably looking at a ball park of
about four to six hours.” [441 F.3d
416, 2006.] (Note that this was perhaps not what one would expect to
hear from an expert witness for the
defense…)
In a companion case, U.S. v.
M-K Specialties Model M-14 Machine Gun Serial #1447797, the ATF
agent, in less than 50 minutes, restored the gun to operable condition
using a Dremmell drill and carbide
burr to drill out the nonfunctional
selector shaft, cut the sear release,
and grind down a new selector stud.
He then used a Tig welder to perform
“minimal welding” on the receiver.
And, he obtained the additional gun
parts through an internet website. On
this basis, the court concluded, “the
defendant receivers can be ‘readily’
performed by either an expert or an
individual with ordinary skill.” [424
F.Supp.2d 862, 2006.]
Perhaps the bottom line in
understanding how federal judges
have interpreted the concept of “can
be readily restored” – at least in the
context of NFA firearms – is to grasp
that federal prosecutors have no burden to prove beyond a reasonable
doubt that the defendant knows how
to do anything. In one case, the court
wrote that it was “irrelevant” whether
the defendant knew how to alter a
weapon with a broken firing pin to
make it operable. [U.S. v. Yannott,
42 FF.3d 999, 1994] It is sufficient
that the physical attributes of the firearms or parts can be used by an expert to create an operable, illegal firearm. In other words, the very existence of the unregistered NFA firearm amounts to a crime.
So is there any limit to the
lengths of the restoration before at
least the federal judges would say a
firearm is no longer “readily restorable?”
Apparently, a firearm will
not be considered capable of being
“readily restored” if it would require

an expert gunsmith, tools costing up
to $65,000, essential parts that could
not be found in this country, and time
that could exceed 30 hours, could
damage or destroy the weapon, and
could cause the firing to injure the
shooter. [U.S. v. Seven Miscellaneous Firearms, 503 F.Supp. 565,
1980.]This case standard is so high
that I’m going to dub it the “Beyond
Turnbull Standard.” In other words,
if our local experts at Turnbull would
shake their heads and declare the
firearm DOA, then it is “not readily
restorable.”
The long and the short off
these and other federal cases associated with interpretations around the
NFA statutory provision suggest that
we could be in for some difficulties
with the SAFE Act phrases of
“readily converted” and “permanent.”
The U.S. v. One TRW case (cited
above) neatly laid out a multifactorial approach off (1) time; (2)
ease; (3) expertise; (4) necessary
equipment; (5) availability; (6) expense; (7) scope; and, (8) feasibility.Yet, these seemingly logical criteria, as applied by the federal courts to
NFA weapons, looks like it is going
to have the propensity to leap into the
evaluation of so-called “assault weapons.” In the current Connecticut
case, Shew v. Malloy (that is similar
to the NYSRPA v. Cuomo case), the
CT District Court Judge did not even
bother to discuss how such an assessment should be undertaken; he simply declared that the provisions of the
CT statute were not ambiguous.
Stay tuned as the Second
Circuit Court of Appeals takes its
turn at the NY and CT statutes, later
this year.

Come to the
Constitution
Day Dinner
Friday September 19
Information on
page 23
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CHANGE MUST
COME FROM
THE VOTERS
By Budd Schroeder,
Chairman of the Board
What has happened and what
is happening to our society? We are
having a huge generation gap and
wonder why our lives are not improving. Great strides have been made in
medicine and technology, and yet we
have problems that are not being
properly addressed. It is easy to
blame the deficiencies on politics and
there are many there, but as the old
man said, “If you want to make a
better world, start with yourself.”
Many people believe that our
problems can be solved by more government, and many people believe
that many of our problems are caused
by government. There is a large segment of our society that is content to
be taken care of by government programs and a large percentage that
wish government would leave us
alone and stop interfering with our
lives.
Government is necessary
because anarchy is too destructive.
We need order, and we need coordination to function in a civilized manner. Government should be responsible for protecting us from enemies,
foreign and domestic. We need laws
to keep order and a criminal justice
system to maintain the order. Too
many laws and harsh enforcement can
lead to tyranny, and we need checks
and balances to make sure that laws
are just and fair. Some politicians
disagree and support laws that take
freedom from the people and give
more power to bureaucrats. This is
dangerous.
Freedom is a precious commodity and has tradition in this country. It started with a revolution in the
1770s and created the best form of
government ever devised. It was
called a republic and was designed to

be a government of laws, not men.
We fought a Civil War to make sure
that everyone in the country was
treated fairly and equally and even
that took time after that war to make
real progress. It is a battle that still
needs improvement.
There were, and still are
bumps in the road of freedom. Politics is a place where rules and laws
are created and passed. Many are
good, and some are not good. It
seems that when some people gain
power, they have a tendency to abuse
it. This columnist has often said that
politics has little to do with good government, but rather is all about power
and money.
The system needs improvement. A recently released statistic
showed that only 1 percent of the
citizens in America are millionaires,
but 50 percent of those in Congress,
are. Many middle-class people have
greatly improved their assets by being
politicians. Some get removed for
corruption, but some beat the system
and prosper without consequences.
There is a simple, but difficult way to correct the political process. It is called voting. The problem
is that far too many people who are
eligible to vote don’t and that more
people who get the benefits offered
by government will vote in a block to
keep the status quo. They vote in
their own best interest which proves
the prime motivation of “What’s in it
for me?” The politicians seem to
have the same attitude.
A political pundit said “The
two most important events in a politician’s life are election and reelection.
The majority of politicians, when
elected or reelected, tend to start on
the reelection campaign the day after
the votes are counted. Fundraising is
a major part of the politician’s life,
and those who are really good at it
tend to win elections. We get the best
government money can buy.
We should get the best government, but often don’t because of
the way campaigns are run. Some say
we should have public funding for

campaigns to make it fair. However,
nobody has come up with a way to do
that. If a candidate runs, he may get
public funding, but so far, nobody has
volunteered a solution to keep
“special interests” from also contributing to a favored candidate.
Campaigns are expensive
and can run into millions of dollars
for senatorial races and hundreds of
millions for a presidential race. Even
local races can run into six figures.
Should taxpayers lower their own
standard of living by an increase in
taxes to feather the nest of a politician? Governor Cuomo thinks so,
and it will be interesting how he expects to finance elections with public
money. He has reportedly $34 million in his war chest, and yet he wants
the public to give him more.
New York is the highest
taxed state in the nation with bloated
government and overregulated business practices, yet the governor insists
on using public money to air commercials on how he is inviting businesses
to come to the state and start up with
tax breaks for ten years. The math
just doesn’t add up. It is up to the
voters to make the necessary changes
in the makeup of the Albany politicians. Hopefully, they will wise up
by November.

Check your address label
for your renewal date
With this newsletter your
expiration date is included on the address label. It will save SCOPE time
and money if you can renew your
membership a month or two before
your membership is due to expire.
You can use the membership
application in the newsletter or go
online to www.Scopeny.org to renew.
Thanks
John Krull
Membership Chairman
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Preserving our
freedom
By Larry G. Becker
In part one of “What are
you doing to preserve our freedom?”
I discussed what I feel is our obligation to fight for the freedoms, beliefs
and values our country was founded
on. I also outlined some brief summary points on actions we must take
in doing our part as responsible citizens. In part two, I outlined some
tools and techniques to assist you as
you take these actions. In this final
article I am outlining some additional tools and techniques.
It is important to recognize
that you have the opportunity to influence elections at every level of
government. For example, At the
local level you may have the opportunity to vote for School Board,
Town Board, Supervisors, County
Board, Mayor, City Council, etc. At
the State level you may vote for;
Legislators, Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Attorney General, and
Comptroller. At the Federal Level
Senators, Representatives, President.
The following web page outlines
brief descriptions of some of these
elected offices, http://
gograssroots.org/files/nyselected.pdf
Do not forget or ignore the
Judiciary at the local and state levels
of government. Judges hold very
important positions, and how they
interpret the law and the final outcome can have a significant positive
or negative impact. Their ideological
views will often sway how they rule.
This is particularly important when it
comes to Supreme Court Justices,
but should not be ignored when it
comes to vetting and voting.
Vetting candidates for office
Read their campaign information, view their websites and listen to their campaign speeches. If
there are debates, make a point of
viewing and listening to them. With

today’s technology it is pretty simple
to “time shift” and record the
speeches and debates and generally
these can be found and viewed on
YouTube.
Whether they knock on
your door, have a town hall meeting
or open the opportunity for questions
through a website, make sure you
question them as to their position on
key issues and values that are important to you. Always be respectful but
ask them fair, direct questions. If at
all possible do your research in advance, and do not be afraid to politely challenge them if their track
record does not coincide with the
answer they are currently presenting.
If the candidate is an incumbent or has held another political
office, I recommend you research the
bills they have sponsored or signed
on to and their voting record. This
will give you a fair understanding as
whether they represent your views.
You may not be in alignment on
every issue, so you will need to
weigh the relative importance of
issues you disagree versus those you
agree on.
Do a little research and try
to determine what organizations and
individuals are supporting which
candidates. Use your own personal
network to see if your friends and
associates have any information that
will help you make a decision.
There are organizations that
rate candidates, become familiar
with them and review their ratings.
When it comes to second amendment
rights; the NRA, Gun owners of
America, NYS Pistol and Rifle Association, and SCOPE rate candidates, review and compare all the
ratings you can access.
Pass it on
Talk to every friend and
family member you know that share
your values and help educate them
based on what you have learned.
Learn from them. You can actually
make this a fun challenge by having
different individuals research differ-

ent candidates or split the responsibility by each person searching different sources. Get together and
share what you learned and determine where you need more information.
Ask everyone you know
who shares your beliefs and values if
they are registered to vote. If they are
not registered, convince them as to
how important it is to not only register but to actually vote in each and
every election. You may hear some
common excuses as to why they are
not registered, such as:
• I don’t know how to register Forms are available at your local
voter registration office or obtain the form on-line at http://
www.elections.ny.gov/
NYSBOE/download/voting/
voteform.pdf
• If I register I may be called to
serve on a jury - Jury pools are
selected from lists of everyone
who has a driver’s license as
well as registered voters.
Qualifications to register:
• Be a U.S. citizen (or born in
Puerto Rico, Guam, or U.S. Virgin Islands).
• Be 18 years old by December
31st of the year that you register.
• NOTE, You must be 18 years
old by the date of the election in
order to vote.
• NOT be in prison or on parole
for a felony conviction.
• NOT be adjudged mentally incompetent by a court.
• NOT claim the right to vote
elsewhere
Voting
Ask everyone you know
who share your beliefs and values if
they will commit to voting in the
next election. If they say yes, ask
them to take a friend, relative or
neighbor to the polls with them. If
they say no, convince them not only
of the importance but that it is their
(Continued on page 8)
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THE 2ND
AMENDMENT
AND NEW YORK’S
ANTI-GUN AGENDA
By Joe LeBrasseur
Never before, in the course
of human history, have so many
words been spoken, often with voices
raised, in the construction of a single
sentence; guaranteeing a people, a
nation; a method of defending life and
liberty, against the foulness of governmental tyranny; ensuring freedom
for generations unborn……
“ A well regulated militia being nec-

essary to the security of a free state,
the right of the people to keep and
bear arms, shall not be infringed.”
Since that time - never before, in the course of human history,
have so many words been spoken,
often with voices raised, in the defense of a single sentence; or in the
steadfast desire to have it stricken
from the record.
The Constitution of the
United States of America, ratified 225
years ago, established a system of
government with co-equal
branches, to serve as a system of
checks against each other. Congress

(Continued from page 7)

responsibility and obligation to help
preserve our freedom. Some common
excuses you may hear as to why they
do not or will not vote:
• My vote will not make a difference – There are many examples
where one or two votes absolutely made a difference in the
outcome. To paraphrase a quote
from an unidentified source, “one
person who votes dictates how
two people who do not vote will
live.”
• One or two major cities in our
state control the outcome of all
elections - Check the stats for
your state. In the case of NY,
New York City has a large population but only about 32% of the
active voters actually vote and
there are more active voters outside of the city but only about
49% of them vote. Another example related to gun control is
that it is estimated that there are
6 million gun owners in the state
but only 20% vote. We cannot
win if we do not vote. If you give
up before you start, defeat is inevitable.
• I do not think any of the candidates that are running are qualified or deserve my vote - Unfortunately this is sometimes true. In

•

•

•

this case all you can do is vote
for the person you think will do
the least amount of harm. And if
that person gets elected, work
hard to get them to represent
your views.
I don’t get involved in politics –
You are involved whether you
vote or not. The reality is that
what the people elected to office
implement does and will affect
many aspects of your life. You
can help influence this or be an
ostrich and live with the consequences. “One of the penalties
for refusing to participate in politics is that you end up being governed by your inferiors” Plato
(437-347 BC).
I will not be in my home town
during the election – Get an absentee ballot in advance and send
it in.
Qualifications to vote, you must
be registered and live at your
present address at least 30 days
in advance of the election.

Follow-up
No matter who is elected,
make sure that you weigh in on all
legislation that is important to you.
Write, call, or email (in that order of
effectiveness) and let the legislators
know where you stand on how you
would like them to support or oppose
an issue. If you belong to the aforementioned organizations, they will

was given the power to raise and fund
a standing army, and the president
would serve as the army’s commander in chief. If Congress, the
president and the Supreme Court were
designed to keep each other in check,
who then keeps the standing army in
check? The answer is simple, the militia.
Centuries ago, the founding fathers
realized that the greatest threat to the
safety and security of the people was
a standing army. An army that, if
commanded by tyrannical leaders,
could wield terrifying power against
the nation’s own citizenry.
The security of a free state
(Continued on page 12)

alert you when it is time to take action but you can also track the legislation yourself as mentioned in part
two.
Depending on where the
legislation resides; contact your
county leaders, legislators, governor
or the U.S. president and let them
know where you stand.
We have good examples of
where, at the last minute, we have
turned things around in the legislature
and also convinced the Governor to
veto legislation. There is power in
numbers and the majority of voices
heard can make the difference on
whether legislation is passed or defeated.
This is the last of a series of
three articles I have written on your
role in preserving our freedom. I will
repeat a few sentences I stated in the
first article.
We who are not currently
serving our country through military
service to protect our rights and freedoms are riding on the backs of those
that are and those that served before
them! If you value the freedoms, beliefs, and the values our country was
founded on then you have an obligation to fight for what is right and the
preservation of our values and ideals.
You owe it to your family, friends
and yourselves. You owe it to past
and present military personnel who
served our country for you. It is time
for you to serve in a different way so
their sacrifices have not been in vain!
Get started now!
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SCOPE Legal Defense Fund
Please consider a donation to the SCOPE Legal Defense Fund. Recent battles have had a substantial impact on our funds, and the new NY SAFE Act lawsuit
will need to be funded. Please help SCOPE continue fighting New York's anti-gun
laws through law suits that need to be funded. We must fight the anti-gun politicians on all fronts. This is especially important with the enactment of the SAFE
Act. Send your donations to,

SCOPE INC., Attn Defense Fund
15A Slate Bottom Dr., Depew, NY 14043
Advertising in FIRING LINES
If you would like to advertise please call or e-mail
SCOPE and we will be happy to assist you in composing
and placing an ad.
Stephen J. Aldstadt
(315) 27SCOPE

NEW TIMES!
The Second Amendment Radio
Show is back on the air!
Now on WYSL
1040 AM, 92.1 FM
Wednesdays at 8 pm and every
Saturday at noon and 6:00 pm , also
on the Internet 24/7 at:
•
•
•

2ndamendmentshow.com
SCOPEny.org
WYSL1040.com
Each week hear guests like Larry Pratt, Gun
Owners of America and Stephen Aldstadt,
President of SCOPE on the show.

Stop by for a listen!

Professional NRA Certified Instruction in
Rifle, Shotgun and Handgun
Private Ranges of up to 500 Yards
Day and night hiking/orienteering
Camping on premises
Nestled in the NY Finger Lakes region, 50 miles
from Rochester, NY. Day course or weekend
series including basic gun safety, long range
shooting, personal defense, and more.
Call 585 413-6340 for more information

OPFOR NY is now
offering classes in Rochester!
Call 585 413-6340 for information
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SCOPE Member Clubs
The following are clubs that are
members of SCOPE. If you plan to join a club,
please try to join one that is a SCOPE member.
If your club would like to become a SCOPE
club member please give SCOPE President
Stephen Aldstadt a call or drop us an E-mail.
ABATE of NY, Ontario Chapter
Adirondack Federation of Sports Clubs, Inc.
Alabama Hunt Club
Albion Fish & Game Club
Alden Rod & Gun Club
Allied Sportsmen of WNY Inc
Almond Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
American Legion Riders Post 173
American Legion Riders Post 355
A-ON-DO-WA-NUH Sportsmans Club, Inc.
Attica Rod & Gun Club, Inc
Bailey Mountain Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Barre Sportmens Club
Barrington Rifle Club
Bath Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Bergen Rod & Gun Club
Big Game Recovery
Bison City Rod & Gun Club Inc
Black Rock Fish & Game Club Inc
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club Inc
Boston Valley Conservation Society
Bridgeport Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Broome County Sportsmen's Assoc Inc.
Brunswick Sportsman Club, Inc.
Buffalo Revolver & Rifle Club, Inc.
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Cairo Fish & Game Club
CAL Shooting Club
Camillus Sportsmens Club
Canaan Rifle Club, Inc.
Canandaigua Lake Duck Hunters, Inc.
Canandaigua Sportman's Club, Inc.
Cattaraugus Rod & Gun Club
Cayuga County Sportsmen's Association, Inc.
Chautauqua County Federation of Sportsmen
Chemung County Federation of Sportsmen, Inc
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club
Chestnut Ridge Rod & Gun Club
Clarence Shooting Club
Clay Sportsmans Club
Clinton Fish & Game Club
Cloverbank Sportsman's Club Inc
Community Conservation Club
Conesus Lake Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Conservation Club of Brockport
Coxsackie Sportsmen's Club
Dalton Gang Sportsmen Club, Inc.
Dansville Fish & Game Protective Assoc.
Deer Search of WNY, Inc.
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Depew Rod & Gun Club
Dorie Miller Rifle and Pistol Club
Dunham's Bay Fish & Game Club
Dutchess County Pistol Association
Dutchess County Sportsmen's Association
East Aurora Fish & Game Club Inc
East Branch Club
East Hook Sportsmen
Eden-North Collins Gun Club
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club
Elma Conservation Club

Erie County Conservation Society Inc
Evans Rod & Gun Club
Federated Sportsmens Clubs of Cattaraugus Cty
Five Point Rod & Gun Club
Four Point Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Freeport Junior Club
Genesee County Fish & Game Protective Assoc.
Genesee Valley Conservation Club
Glen-Coe Conservation Society Inc
Gorham Coon Hunters
Gowanda Rifle Club
Grand Island Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Grape Country Coon Hunters Assoc.
Greene Rod and Gun Club
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club Inc
Hartland Conservation Club
Hawkeye Bowman, Inc.
Hendrick Hudson Fish & Game Club
Hidden Valley Lodge
Hill Top Gun Club
Holland Rod & Gun Club
Holley Rod & Gun Club
Honeoye Fish & Game Club
Hornell Sportsman Club
Hudson Valley Sportsmen's Association
Ilion Fish & Game Club
Indian Lake/Blue Mountain Fish & Game Assoc.
Iroquois Arms Collectors Assoc of WNY
Iroquois Rod & Gun Club
Izaak Walton League, Keuka Chapter
Junior Wilsons Sportsmen Club
Kent Rod and Gun Club
Lackawanna Conservation Inc
Lake Plains Waterfowl Association
Lakewood Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Lima Gun Club
Lime Lake Sportsman's Club, Inc.
Little Beard Club Inc
Livingston Co Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs
Lodi Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Long As We Live Hunt Club
Long Lake Fish & Game Club
Lyons Rod & Gun Club
Lyons Rod & Gun Club, Inc
McCavanaugh Pond Club, Inc.
Mendon Conservation League
Middlesex Conservation Club
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Millport Hunting & Fishing Club, Inc.
Mohawk Rifle & Pistol Club Inc
Monroe Chester Sportsmen Club Inc
Mt Morris Sportsman's Club, Inc
Neighbors Gun Club, Inc.
New Paltz Rod and Gun Club, Inc.
New York Houndsmen Conservation Assoc.
New York State Muzzleloaders Association, Inc
Newark Rod & Gun Club
Niagara County Sportmen's Assn.
Niagara Frontier Pistol League
Niagara Frontiersmen Pistol Club
North Forest Rod & Gun Club
North Shore Sportsmen's Association
North Troy Stag Rod & Gun Club, Inc
North Woods Sportsmens Association, Inc.
Northern Chautauqua Rifle & Pistol Club
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Northstar Sportsmans' Club, Inc.
NYS Sporterifle, Inc.
Olean Rod & Gun Club Inc
Ontario Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Orleans County Houndsmen & Conservation Club
Outlet Rod & Gun Club
Painted Post Field & Stream Club

Pathfinder Fish and Game Club, Inc.
Pearl River Gun Club, Inc.
Pheasants Forever Chapter 843
Pine City Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Polaris Shooting Club
Ramapough Sportsmen Association Inc.
Red Creek Conservation Club, Inc.
Redfield Fish & Game Club
Richburg Rod & Gun Club
Ridge Sportsmen's Club
Ripley Rod & Gun Club
Rochester Brooks Gun Club
Rochester Rifle Club
Rushford Lake Conservation Club
Sackets Harbor Sportsmen's Club, Inc.
Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club
Saugerties Fish & Game Club, Inc
Schenectady County Conservation Council
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Scio Rod & Gun Club
Seneca County Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs
Shawangunk Fish & Game Assn, Inc.
Sheridan Transit Rod & Gun Club
Sodus Bay Sportmans Club
Somerset Conservation Club
South Bristol Fish & Game Association Inc.
South Shore Association of Onedia Lake Inc.
Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park
Springville Field & Stream Inc
Springwater Rod & Gun Club, Inc.
Square Deal Sportsmen Inc.
Suburban Pistol League
Ten-X Shooting Club Inc
The Sara-Spa Rod and Gun Club, Inc.
Thruway Fish & Hunt Club
Tonawandas Sportsmen's Club
Twin City Shooting Club, Inc.
Valley Cottage Sportsman's Club
Veterans of America Gun Club
Walker Valley Sportsman's Assoc. Inc.
Walworth Sportman's Club, Inc.
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club
Wayne County Federation of Sportmen's Clubs
West Falls Conservation Society, Inc.
Western & Central NY Safari Club
Western New York Practical Pistol League
Westfield Fish & Game Club
Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club, Inc
Williamson Conservation & Sporting Club
Wilson Conservation Club, Inc.
Wincrest Sportsmans Association, Inc.
Wolcottsville Sportsman's Club
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club
Woodlawn Sportsmen's Club
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation
Yates Carlton Lakeshore Sportsmen's Club
Yates County Federation of Conservation Clubs
Yates County Sportsmen's Association

Come to the
Constitution Day
Dinner
Friday September 19
Information on
page 23
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(Continued from page 8)

could best be described as a state or
country free from tyrannical rule. The
militia, or the people bearing arms as
a whole, would serve as a check
against any show of force brought to
bear by the government and the
forces under their control. One might
think that by “well-regulated militia”
the framers meant a long list of regulations that the government could
impose before a person could receive
permission to keep or bear arms. I
don’t think this description is what
our first representatives had in mind
for us. I am certain that “a wellregulated militia” simply meant that
the militia had the power to organize
and train its own members as it saw
fit. A better way to describe this concept would be to say, a wellorganized and well-trained militia, or
a self-regulated militia.
- The Amateur Rifle Club In 1871, Union General William C. Church and General George
Wingate formed an organization for
the purpose of improving marksmanship. The State of New York granted
them a charter and in 1872 helped
them acquire land on Long Island
where they built the Creedmoor Rifle
Range, the first of its kind. Army and
militia marksmen would be trained
how to shoot at extreme distances,
and annual meetings would be held at
the site. One thousand yard musket
matches and marksmanship training
with the new breech-loading rifle
were conducted there with regularity.
In 1872 Gen. Wingate wrote the first
“Manual for Rifle Practice” which set
forth the rules and “regulations” that
are still used today at matches all
across the country. The manual also
established the methods to be used for
training marksmen, be they militia
members or regular army. In 1892
political opposition to marksmanship
training in New York forced the organization that Wingate and Church
created out of the state. The organization they founded, with Union Army

General Ambrose E. Burnside as
president was the National Rifle Association.
The NRA has continued to
develop the “regulations” that competitive shooters have adhered to over
its 143-year history. NRA matches
are some of the most “well-regulated”
sport shooting competitions in the
world today.
Every time a new gun owner
heads to the range for a little practice,
takes a hunter education course, a
certified firearm training course, or
even joins the NRA, that individual
has just become a member of the
“regulated militia.” When you see
participants in an organized sport
shooting competition, such as those
who shoot with a pistol or rifle team,
you are looking at a group of
“militia” members refining their
marksmanship skills. Yes, the
“militia” exists today, and serves the
same purpose that it did over 200
years ago.
During a speech given by
President Obama in Colorado Springs
he said… “We cannot continue to
rely only on our military in order to
achieve the national security objectives that we’ve set. We’ve got to
have a civilian national security force
that’s just as powerful, just as strong,
just as well funded.” I couldn’t agree
more. Little does he know, such a
force already exists. It is the United
States Militia...aka...the NRA, with
its membership climbing to over 5
million.
Private individuals and
vengeful government officials that
would seek to destroy the NRA, are
in essence attempting to dismantle the
“militia” that stands in the way of
their progressive agenda. The NRA
may be the only thing standing between the people and the government
that would confiscate every firearm in
their possession, and then subjugate
them.
It seems that any time an
anti-gun politician embarks on a crusade to rid the world of the evil of
guns, membership in organizations

like the NRA, SCOPE and NYSRPA
increase. This is the established system of checks at work...a form of
balance. The more that people perceive the government as a threat, the
more they prepare. Gun sales climb,
club and association memberships
rise, and ammunition sales go through
the roof. The local ranges begin to see
more activity with the well practiced
and with new inexperienced participants alike.
- The State of New York The State of New York has a
long history of aligning against prosecond-amendment groups such as
the NRA. In 1892 the “InspectorGeneral of Rifle Practice of New
York, General Whitlock,” made it
impossible for the NRA to continue
to hold it’s annual meetings and
monthly matches in New York, forcing the organization to move to New
Jersey. The NRA’s annual meeting
and convention likely will not return
to New York. In fact, it is unlikely the
association’s annual convention will
ever locate in any of the New England States. The reason being, the
Southern border of New York extends from the Great Lakes to the
Atlantic Ocean, forcing all land-based
transportation to and from the Northeast, to pass through New York State.
New York does not grant safepassage to manufacturers, vendors,
and individuals from states that enjoy
more freedom, to bring their firearms
that are legal elsewhere into, or
through the state.
New York was the only state
to abstain from its vote for independence from Britain. The other 12 states
voted yes. By not voting for independence, New York guaranteed itself a way out with the British, if the
revolution was lost by the American
colonies. Following in the footsteps
of his predecessors, it should come as
no surprise when the current Governor of New York State, Andrew
Cuomo, comes out publicly on both
(Continued on page 13)
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sides of the issue saying, “I’m not
opposed to guns. I’m a gun owner …
I hunt. I shoot.” after having previously said, “Confiscation could be an
option. Mandatory sale to the state
could be an option. Permitting could
be an option — keep your gun but
permit it.”
Let’s take a look at mandatory permitting or registration. What
useful purpose does it serve? Identification. It gives the government a way
to identify individuals as militia
members. Pistol permits only offer up
a small list of names. Assault weapon
registries can increase the number of
identified people but fail to reveal
everyone. Now, if you require everyone to register their ammunition purchases, you’ve got them all. If the
British had a list of all of the colonists
who owned assault muskets and high
capacity powder horns, or who were
forced to obtain a background check
from British troops every time they
wanted to buy some musket-balls, the
revolution would never have occurred, and we would all be living in
the American Colonies of the British
Empire.
Every time a law is passed
by a local, state or the federal government that requires an individual to
acquire a permit, register a firearm, or
that illegalizes functional parts of a
gun - such as high capacity magazines, the Second Amendment is being infringed upon. Do you think the
founding fathers would have written
“...right to keep and bear arms shall
not be infringed...unless the musket
has an attached flashpan, and has the
capacity to hold more than 70 grains
of powder in the flashpan and bore
combined, and includes one or more
of the following features, a bayonet, a
patch-box, a ramrod, a sling, the ability to reload quickly…” You get the
point. Speaking of a point, the period
at the end of “shall not be infringed.”
is the most important character that
the framers wrote into the entire Second Amendment, but they should
have spelled it out like this… “shall

not be infringed - PERIOD.”
- This may not be so far-fetched A well regulated hunting
population being necessary to reduce
the number of deer-car accidents, the
right of the people to apply for a permit to obtain weapons, that have been
approved by the Governor of the
State of New York, shall be determined on a case-by-case basis within
the local municipalities.
- Important Historical Quotes “Firearms stand next in importance to
the Constitution itself. They are the
American people's liberty teeth and
keystone under independence ... From
the hour the Pilgrims landed, to the
present day, events, occurrences, and
tendencies prove that to insure peace,
security and happiness, the rifle and
pistol are equally indispensable ...
The very atmosphere of firearms everywhere restrains evil interference they deserve a place of honor with all
that is good.” (George Washington)
“The strongest reason for people to
retain the right to keep and bear arms
is, as a last resort, to protect themselves against tyranny in government.” --(Thomas Jefferson)
“Congress have no power to disarm
the militia. Their swords, and every
other terrible implement of the soldier, are the birthright of an American... The unlimited power of the
sword is not in the hands of either the
federal or state government, but,
where I trust in God it will ever remain, in the hands of the people” (Tench Coxe, Pennsylvania Gazette, Feb. 20, 1788)
“A militia, when properly formed, are
in fact the people themselves... and
include all men capable of bearing
arms.” (Richard Henry Lee, Additional Letters from the Federal
Farmer (1788) at 169)

“Before a standing army can rule, the
people must be disarmed; as they are
in almost every kingdom of Europe.
The supreme power in America cannot enforce unjust laws by the sword;
because the whole body of the people
are armed, and constitute a force superior to any bands of regular troops
that can be, on any pretense, raised in
the United States. A military force, at
the command of Congress, can execute no laws, but such as the people
perceive to be just and constitutional;
for they will possess the power, and
jealousy will instantly inspire the
inclination, to resist the execution of
a law which appears to them unjust
and oppressive. “ (Noah Webster,
“An Examination into the Leading
Principles of the Federal Constitution,” 1787, a pamphlet aimed at
swaying Pennsylvania toward ratification, in Paul Ford, ed., Pamphlets
on the Constitution of the United
States, at 56 [New York, 1888]).
“...to disarm the people is the best and
most effective way to enslave
them…” (George Mason, 3 Elliot,
Debates at 380.)
- Reference material -The Morning Call, San Francisco,
Sunday, August 14, 1892, (The Parent Rifle Range), Library of Congress.
-Manual for Rifle Practice, by Goe.
W. Wingate, 1872.
-A Brief History of the NRA,
www.nrahq.org
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Cuomo and the
Moreland Commission
By Ralph Esposito
Newsletter Editor
When Andrew Cuomo was elected Governor he promised to
fight against public corruption. He used the Moreland Act to create
the Moreland Commission to investigate public corruption.
It has come to light that an aide of his Honor, Cuomo has
been trying to block the Commission’s investigations by stopping
(Continued on page 15)
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Time For Action
By Daniel (Tony) Cea
At our July 14, 2014 meeting, patriotism was in the air and on
the lips of our membership. We overwhelmingly passed a resolution that I
introduced, that I called the penny
plan. It is a simple idea. I think each
of us believes his or her right to protect ourselves or to enjoy the outdoors
is worth a penny and a half a day (1
1/2 cents) That is approximately
$5.50 a year, per sportsman or
woman. In the state of New York, we
have 6.2 million law-abiding gun
owners. At $5.50 per gun owner we
could generate $34.1 million dollars
state wide toward voter registration

drives, issue awareness campaigns,
and other programs that promote and
protect the Second Amendment and
repealing the unconstitutional SAFE
Act, which by the way only makes it
safer for the criminals.
If each of us, on our own,
not through 501-C3 (Gun club) gave
a $10.00 campaign contribution, that
would raise $62 million dollars for
pro Second Amendment candidates,
like Rob Astorino for governor, who
has already promised to seek repeal
of the SAFE Act, and other likeminded candidates. You know who
they are in your election districts. If
we, the Second Amendment exercising gun owners of New York State,

(Continued from page 14)

some of the subpoenas the commission
had issued. The blocked subpoenas were
going to individuals or groups with a link
to the governor’s office.
Cuomo’s office suggested that
the commission “did not understand the
budget or legislative process, or how state
government worked,” and this was the
reason they (the Moreland Commission)
needed guidance from Cuomo's aide.
It is interesting to note the lack of
any upstate democrats under investigation.
A number of down state democrats, in
districts that are overwhelmingly democrat
(therefore safe) did come under scrutiny.
While republicans, especially in upstate
NY appeared to be targeted.
Of course knowing how fair, honest and pure (pure as the wind driven snow
in Chernobyl) our governor is (not to mention his keen sense of fair play), I would
never suggest that this is really an effort
on his part to knock off republicans in the
NY Senate through the suggestion of corruption. If that happened, the democrats
might gain a firm majority in the NYS
Senate despite efforts to vote out several
democrat state Senators.
We shall see…

could pitch in $25, that would raise a
whopping $155 million dollars. Then
we could stand up to George Sorros
and Michael Bloomberg, and Emperor Cuomo, look them in the eyes
and say “From my cold dead hands.”
Remember a new pro Second Amendment governor can veto
any anti gun (anti Second Amendment ) legislation. It is up to you and
me. Don't get discouraged, and never
quit fighting for your constitutional
rights.
Please consider adopting the
penny-plan at your next club meeting,
and contribute what you can to pro
gun candidates. God bless America
and our troops.
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SCOPE Business
Associate Members
The following are
business members of SCOPE. If
your business would like to
become a SCOPE business
member please fill out the
application below.
180 Degrees by VLK
Vicki Kaiser
5443 Transit Rd
Depew NY 14043
716-341-1767
A.R. Pierrepont Co. Inc.
Jeffrey D Sturtz
154 Berkeley St
Rochester NY 14607
585-256-3309
Accuracy Performance
& Function Inc.
David Dentico
PO Box 410
Walworth NY 14568
315-986-4340
AM PM Bail Bonds
Michelle Janlewicz
1159 W Main St
Riverhead NY 11901
631-369-5980

AmClaims (Jeff Gaul TBA)
Public Ins Adjusters
2279 Preisman Dr
Schenectady NY 12309
518-878-2444
Ammo Bee and Guns
Fred Beggs
2952 W Main St
Caledonia NY 14423
585-538-4010

Bill Fox & Son Construction
& Remodeling , LLC
William R Fox Sr
9346 South St Rd
LeRoy NY 14482
585-356-4992

DD's Ranch, LLC
Dean W Adamski
12120 Westwood Rd
Alden NY 14004
716-937-3418

Blair's Hardware
& Plumbing Inc.
6518 Broadway
Lancaster NY 14086
716-683-3814

Firearms Training of
Western New York
James Emmick
PO Box 447
Lake View NY 14085-0447
716-903-2558

Bonded Collection Services
Curtis J Graham Sr.
PO Box 305
Fairport NY 14450
585-223-7357

Harold's Welding Shop
Harold S Naragon
1164 E Swamp Rd
Penn Yan NY 14527
585-554-5178

B & B Repair Service Inc.
Bob Hammond
14 Second St
Canisteo NY 14823
607-698-2876

Chautauqua Shooter's Supply
935 E 2nd St
Jamestown NY 14701
716-484-0222

Harv's Harley Davidson
Kim Wyman
3120 Kittering Rd
Macedon NY 14502
585-377-0711

B & E Electric
Paul Schweigert
4466 Kipp Rd
Canandaigua NY 14424

Cobleskill Outdoor Sports
116 France Ln
Cobleskill NY 12043
518-234-2400

Beikirch Ammuntion Corp
Hans J Farnung
PO Box 151
E Rochester NY 14445
585-248-3660

D&J Construction West
Reuben S Stoltzfus
7562 McCarriger Rd
Ovid NY 14521
607-280-8615

Amsoil Direct Jobber Marty
Gilmore
2701 Short Rd
Newark NY 14580-8808
585-455-3493

Homes by Malta, Inc.
Brian Malta
972 Prosser Hill Rd
Jamestown NY 14701-9386
716-664-0025

(Continued on page 17)

SCOPE Business Associate Membership
Show your support for our 2nd Amendment rights with a Business Associate Membership. Dues are $50 annually, or
$250 for a Sponsor level membership. Members will receive a window sign to display, a listing on our website and contact information. We will also supply them with membership applications and a supply of each issue of the Firing Lines for their store. Sponsors
will also receive a wall plaque for display in their store.

SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC)
PO 602, Tonawanda NY 14150 716-846-5448
Business Associate Membership Application
Date of Application___________________ Donation, Annual $50_________ Annual Sponsor $250__________
Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________
Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________
State___________ Zip__________ Fax _______________________________________________________________
Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________
Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________
Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________
Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________
(Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible)
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Hunters Landing
Paul Grefrath
8348 Lewiston Rd
Batavia NY 14020
585-407-8506

Lucarellis Banquet Center
Mike Lucarelli
1830 Abbott Rd
Lackawanna NY 14218
716-824-1029

Interlaken Guns & Ammo
Bill McGuire
8268 Main St
Interlaken NY 14847
607-532-9244

Marine Recon
Larry Stenander
648 Prosser Hill Rd
Jamestown NY 14701
716-487-9682

JC Guns
John Krull
25 Malvern Curve
Tonawanda NY 14150
716-868-6328

McHenry's Jewelers
John McHenry
17 Main St
Canisteo NY 14823
607-698-5066

John Henrich Company Inc.
Adam Henrich
2686 Green St
Eden NY 14057
716-992-3985

Mike's Guns & Ammo
Mike Moses
118 John St
Horseheads NY 14845
607-739-1814

Kelly's Electric Motors
Terry Kelly
7413 Moss Rd
Hornell NY 14843
607-324-7128

Niagara Frontier Gun Shows
Bruce Johnston
83 Eckerson Ave
Akron NY 14001
716-542-9929

Live Bait Vending
Louis Pisto
1610 Rice Rd
Elma NY 14059
716-984-9120

NYS Sitepower Corp.
Dan Hall
3700 Main St
Walworth NY 14568
585-224-4000

LiVecchi's Gun Sales
Michael LiVecchi
10580 Railroad Ave
N Collins NY 14111
716-337-3373

Outdoorsagencyusa.com, Inc.
Ed Duetsch
PO Box 249
West Falls NY 14170
716-662-4732

Louie's Gun Shop
Robert Plaskov
367 W Morris St
Bath NY 14810
607-776-8405

Paloma A Capanna
Attorney
633 Lake Rd
Webster NY 14580
585-377-7268

Payne's Trailer Sales
& Service , LLC
Barry Payne
4567 State Rt 36
Canisteo NY 14823
607-698-2946
Precision Armament
Div of PM Research Inc
Stephen Vossler
4110 Niles Hill Rd
Wellsville NY 14895
585-593-5637
Price Slashers
Maria Mann
41 Front St
Port Jervis NY 12771
845-858-4990
Red Sun Builders , LLC
Ray Kosorek
172 Gifford Rd
Greenville NY 12083
518-966-4271
S&B Products Inc.
Steve Byron
PO Box 145
Munnsville NY 13409
315-363-3710
S&S Auto Body
Ken-Ton Inc.
Steve Gajewski
321 Englewood Ave
Buffalo NY 14223-2819
716-834-0183
Sardinia Mini Storage
Ted Krolick Jr
PO Box 158
Sardinia NY 14134
Seneca Gun Sports
Jim Emmons
4705 Ste Rt 14
Rock Stream NY 14878
607-243-7243

SCOPEny.org

T.J.'s Lawns Plus, Inc.
Thomas Gilligan
16 Hoad Dr
Phoenix NY 13135
315-695-3608
The Custom Shop
David Dentico
PO Box 410
Walworth NY 14568
315-986-4340
The Firing Pin , LLC
Brandon Lewis
8240 Buffalo Rd
Bergen NY 14416
585-494-0333
The Gun & Archery Shop
Richard C Wright
150 Brookhaven Dr
E Berne NY 12059
518-872-1527
Think of You Photography
Greg Norry
5641 Sutton Rd
Avon NY 14414
585-226-2339
Tom's Guns and Ammo
Tom Putnam
5403 Steele Rd
Sodus NY 14551
315-483-9335
Turnbull Restoration & Mfg.
Douglas Turnbull
6680 Rt 5-20
Bloomfield NY 14469
585-657-6338
Walton's Service Center Inc.
Darwin Walton
1634 Rt 54
Penn Yan NY 14527
315-536-6928
Warsaw Dry Cleaners
Nick Macaluso
102 S Academy St
Wyoming NY 14591
585-495-6370

The Constitution Day Dinner
Friday September 19 at the Diplomat Party House
Honoring several NYS Sheriffs who have stood up
for our Second Amendment Rights
With Special Guest Speaker
Larry Pratt of Gun Owners of America
Information on Page 23
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Are you happy to
pay your taxes?
By Paul Rusin
Well, I heard it again. As we
seek to sell off all our worldly possessions we would rather not take with
us to West Virginia, a gentleman at
the sale said, “I'm willing to pay my
taxes...”
Why? Why are you willing
to go against the very principles of
the founders intent? They intended
that their progeny—successive generations of their kin, and others who
came to America to share in this vital
experiment in freedom, and self
rule—would live in freedom. Taxation does not place us in a state of
freedom but a state of slavery. The
intent of the founders was that each
person be their own sovereign, that in
times of war, or times when tyranny
raised its head we band together to
fight off that tyranny. They gave us
major tools with which to do this.
First, was a Constitution
which limited the government, and its
future objectives It sought a very limited government with the most power
at the local level. It gave us rules by
which to keep us from perpetual slavery to the masses, progressive policies, etc. It set limits on the government in regards our rights, and even
noted that enumerated rights are not
the only ones we have, but that we
must amend our constitution as we
see fit to fix their mistake. They
stated that no income tax should ever
be levied, yet, progressives, in order
to grow an ever large, ever more unconstitutional government, decided to
amend the constitution to allow for
just such an enslaving form of taxation. The intentions of government,
and governors, as we've seen are
never the true ends.
The second means by which
we could take control was through the
ballot. The ballot allows us to change
our government using a less

“revolutionary” means.
However, when the governments policies come to thwart freedoms, liberty, our self determination,
then we have an impasse. Government turned ruling class. Our founders never meant us to be ruled, only
represented. They never intended
career politicians, who, when they
decided to retire, or were retired by
'we, the people' through the ballot,
would then seek to usurp our country
and its constitution through other
nefarious means. Including influencing of legislation which is anathema
to individual liberty and personal
freedom with guaranteed rights.
Now, to get back to the gentleman's statement. He said he was
willing to pay his taxes. Orleans
County, NY, where he lives, is the
highest-taxed county “in the nation.”
Note I said in the nation. Not, in
NYS, not in the North East, in the
entire United States. Why would he
want to pay that outrageous sum? He
works six days a week, by his own
admission, in order to keep what he
owns, and keep the benefits his employer pays for him. Yet, here he is
saying he's willing to pay his taxes?
Where did this start?
I recall hearing it as a youth,
when taxation and our national debt
were much, much lower. In fact,
when the debt was under $1 trillion, I
heard people saying this.
Today said debt is $17 trillion, and growing by leaps and
bounds. It is equal to our whole GDP
in any one year, an astronomical sum.
In essence, we have elected politicians who have hocked ourselves, our
children and our progeny in perpetuity to the enslavement of debt today.
Taxation of the future relies not only
on the current debt, but also the liabilities to seniors in Social (in)
Security, and Medicare.
I say “Social (in)Security”,
because it is my belief that future
generations will seek to stop paying
FICA, and seek to stop making payments to seniors who have given
money to the federal government

during their working years to supposedly have something to rely on in the
future. However, our future is only as
definite as the day. Tomorrow can
bring such a vast difference that we
may be left to fend for ourselves.
As the progressives, and
RINO's, have sought to grow government through income taxation, and
borrowed money, it has been repeated
that “I'm willing to pay my taxes.” I
hear it a lot, and people who say it
really don't understand what they are
saying. In essence, it means, I am
willing to pay for police protection so
that our government can tell me my
right to keep and ear arms (kaba) is
no longer a necessity. Your local
“police state” will pick up your slack,
and just to be sure, will seek to disarm you so that crime will increase.
Then we can call for an ever enlarged
police state to protect us, with players
who could care less about the Constitution, and its protected, guaranteed
rights.
Remember, every right enumerated is one guaranteed to remain
in perpetuity, unless somewhere
down the line, the people decide it is
no longer a right, and amend the Constitution. What has been happening,
though is the complete opposite. Enumerated rights are no longer guaranteed, no longer protected, and in fact,
they are taken for granted by our people, and walked all over by our politicians. Andy 'L'il Duce' Cuomo's
(U.N.)S.A.F.E. is just one part of a
long line of intrusions (see meaning
of infringed) into our Right to
KABA. The federal governments first
intrusions were in the 1930s. They
expanded that encroachment in 1968.
In the meantime, our states started
almost immediately trying to stop the
keeping, and especially the bearing,
of arms. Tennessee was the first to
test this in the 1840s. The law was
shot down by the Tennessee courts. I
have since lost my references to this
law, and the court ruling made which
(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18)

showed even states cannot infringe
the Second Amendment.
However, today, we have a
judge who has ruled the law is unconstitutional as it does infringe, but, that
as the state must protect its people,
the (U.N.)S.A.F.E. may stand. Does
that make sense to any rational person? How are we, the people of NY
State, more protected today with this
law, more “safe” than we were prior
to it? We still have Disarmament (gun
free) Zones (victim creation), don't
we? We still have criminals willing to
do the unthinkable (by rational people), and the unspeakable, even
though when it happens the media
doesn't have a problem pushing the
anti-gun agenda as they repeat the
story 24/7 in the news media on channels like CNN, and MSNBC, until
people of rational mind just turn them
off. However, a whole cadre of scared
people, people unwilling to take control of their own lives, seek to have
ever more laws created to undo centuries of good, under a constitution
which sought to keep us free from the
tyranny of crooks and government,
but I become redundant.
You see, I wish to pay as
little tax as possible to keep my government from growing beyond its
stated, enumerated powers and constitutional limits. I want to keep and
bear arms that I might defend myself,
my family, my countrymen, in event
of harm, instead of relying on a cop
which may get to my side minutes, or
hours, after my death at the hand of a
madman. I don't want my right(s) delegitimized by government. I want it/
them protected by them, as is their
prerogative and duty. The oath they
take isn't there as a lark. The oath to
protect & defend the Constitution is
against “ALL ENEMIES, FOREIGN
AND DOMESTIC.”
When you seek, as a politician, to limit, deny, disparage, encroach, trespass on, or upon, my right
to keep and bear arms, or any other of
my rights, you become an enemy of
the state, my sworn enemy, and the

Donate $20.00 or more to THE
SECOND AMENDMENT
SHOW and receive as a thank
you a “Cuomo Must Go!” OR
“Vote Cuomo Out!” red, self
inking stamp

Send your name, address,
choice of stamp and a
check made out to The Second Amendment Show for $ 20
or more to:
WYSL 1040 , Box 236
Avon, NY 14414-0236
Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery

S.C.O.P.E. is offering you the convenience of
E-mail delivery of FIRING LINES
If you want to help SCOPE by having the Firing Line delivered electronically and help us save some much needed funds
go to this SCOPE site to sign up for Electronic Delivery.
http://www.scopeny.org/opt_in_email.html
enemy of the people who elected you
to represent them within the confines
of Constitutional limits. That these
traitors (NYS legislators who voted
for S.A.F.E. & Pataki 5 point) remain
(ed) in office rather than rotting in jail
is legitimizing the police state.
A constabulary who should
be arresting the traitors, but instead
arrest, or kill, if needs be, and incarcerate, you, or me, for disobedience
to unconstitutional law(s), laws which
lawbreakers drafted, voted for and
signed, is not legitimate. It never has
been.
I have lost respect for and
am disappointed in law enforcement
who did not arrest the perpe'traitors'
of crimes against humanity (NYers),
and the Constitution, in the NYS Senate, Assembly and Governors cham-

bers. Shame on all who wear the uniform that instead of arresting them,
they said they would not follow the
law, or would arrest others who did
not follow an illegitimate, unconstitutional law.
I respect courage to stand up
against an illegitimate law, but do not
respect the fact that criminals still
inhabit the halls of our legislature,
and governors chamber unmolested
by those who make that stand. Stand
up, buck up, get some stones, and do
the job you were hired/elected to do.
If the job you were hired/elected to
do is arrest of innocents based on
unconstitutional laws, then maybe
you should rethink your position, and/
or your desire to be in office.
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Dear SCOPE Supporter:
SCOPE is hosting our 49th Annual Awards Banquet at Lucarelli’s Banquet Center, 1830 Abbott Rd, Lackawanna,
NY. ( 716-824-8711), on Saturday, October 18, 2014 at 5:30 PM. There is an OPEN BAR until 7:00 PM with a
cash bar after dinner. Our guest speaker is Carl Paladino, 2010 New York State candidate for Governor.
The SAFE Act is a personal attack not only on our 2nd Amendment rights, but several other Amendments in the
Bill of Rights to the U.S. Constitution. We need your support not only for the banquet, but in continuing our stand
against the SAFE Act. We need to continue to build our membership, raise additional funds to support the various
lawsuits, and get our fellow citizens out to vote in this important 2014 election year, in New York State. We need
the support of business, community leaders, and local government to stand up to the current state government and
be counted.
We are asking you, our members, to contact the many likeminded voting citizens, businesses, and community
leaders, of New York State, and encourage them to attend this banquet, or at least join SCOPE. We will be
honoring Sheriff Christopher Moss, Claudia Tenney, and Kathy Marchione, along with several others for their
efforts in attempting to repeal or overturn the SAFE Act.
Tickets are $50.00 each, $95.00 per couple, $450.00 per table of 10. They can be ordered and paid for by
September 30th, 2014 from:
Carl A. Leas
SCOPE Treasurer
15A Slate Bottom Drive
Depew, NY 14043
Special dietary meals are available at the same price. Tickets will be mailed to you as payment is received. Checks
or money orders should be made out to SCOPE, and please put “2014 Banquet” in the memo section.
A limited number of rooms have been requested at 2 local hotels (Country Inn Suites, 162 Slade Ave., West
Seneca, NY 716-259-8520 and Staybridge Suites Buffalo South, 164 Slade Ave., West Seneca, NY 716-9393100). Please make your reservations early to get your discounted room.
We will have basket raffles and several firearms raffles available for donations. We pleased to announce a special
raffle for those in attendance — a Henry Golden Boy. Raffle selections are listed elsewhere in the Firing Lines.
All are NYS compliant.
Advertising is also available at the following rates:
Full page: $100.00; Composition: $75.00 additional
½ page: $60.00; Composition: $50.00 additional
1/3
page: $40.00; Composition: $30.00 additional
All electronic ad copy should be sent to Joe@joeoutdoorguy.com or by mail to:
Joseph McAdams
SCOPE Media Coordinator
2433 Kingfisher Lane
Niagara Falls, NY 14304
(716) 570-3436
All advertising must be in and paid for by September 30th, 2014. Monies can be sent to Carl A. Leas, SCOPE

New York State 2nd Amendment Defense Organization • www.scopeny.org
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muzzle break,

A semiautomatic version of an automatic shotgun or firearm

Gray highlight indicate item was struck down or under review
Continued on page 22
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How does the Safe Act affect you?
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The Constitution Day
Dinner is Back!
Friday September 19
At the Diplomat Party House
1956 Lyell Ave, Rochester, NY
6 pm Cash Bar, 7 pm Dinner
We will be honoring several NYS Sheriffs who have
stood up for our Second Amendment Rights
 Special Guest Speaker 
Larry Pratt of Gun Owners of America
With Bill Nojay as MC
Event will include Door Prize and a 5 Gun Raffle
Dinner tickets are $25 per person
We can accept checks, Visa or Mastercard

Make your check out to SCOPE,
please note on it Constitution Dinner
Tickets will be mailed to you.

Send your name, address and check to:
SCOPE
8316 Irish Rd.
Colden, NY, 14033
Visa/Mastercard orders call 716 941-3286 or go to SCOPEny.org

Proudly Presented by The Second Amendment Show and SCOPE

From, SCOPE, PO BOX 602, TONAWANDA, NY, 14151-0602
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Your membership expiration date is on the label, please renew today!

YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN
YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT
INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS?
SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE!
SO DON'T DELAY
SIGN UP TODAY!

Donate to SCOPE
Make an on-line donation
and receive this yard sign
by mail to demonstrate your
support for SCOPE and the
2nd Amendment

See Details at

www.SCOPEny.org

