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Join SCOPE Today! 
SCOPEny.org 

By Ralph Esposito  
 
 We fight for our right to keep and 
Bear Arms, but this is also a fight for our 
Constitution, our freedom, our moral beliefs 
and our way of life.  Our Governor, or should 
I say the Governor has said that he does not 
represent the views of so called “extreme 
conservatives,” one of the extreme views 
being those who are “pro-assault weapon”. 
“Because if that’s who they are and they’re 
the extreme conservatives, they have no 
place in the state of New York, because 
that’s not who New Yorkers are.”  In the 
Governors world if you don’t agree with his 
views then you should get out of New York 
State.  
 Governor Cuomo has made gun 
owners feel his distain.  For the past few 
years there has been a slow shredding of our 
rights and privacy. The NY SAFE Act has 
accelerated this. Information on our pur-
chases of ammunition and “assault weapon” 
gun registration is the latest. But things are 
far more invasive then you may realize.  
 We have been told that information 
of where your car goes is being kept for at 
least a year via the license plate readers on 
law enforcement vehicles. They can read the 
plate as you pass a vehicle equipped with the 
scanners. (Side note - There are plans to in-
clude pistol permit and other firearm registra-
tion information in the information a law 
enforcement officer gets when he requests 
information for routine traffic stops. That 
might make for more interesting traffic 
stops.)  
 In Rochester, if you walk down 
many streets cameras record where you go. 
Your car that is parked on the street will be 
scanned by traffic enforcement cars to check 
license plates and issue tickets for parking 
and expired registration as well as record 
location and time information. As you drive 
through an intersection the red light cameras 
are recording each vehicle so they can issue a 
ticket should you not stop properly for the 
light.  
 Your phone beeps and it’s a text 
message, today you must wonder if the NSA 
has read it before you do. Talking on your 
phone, the NSA is also recording that as 

well.  It would seem George Orwell was off 
by just a few years when he wrote 1984. 
 Our government tells us it is neces-
sary to be safe and catch terrorists and crimi-
nals. But while we jump through these hoops  
to be “safe” those who head our government 
are held to a different standard. 
 For instance, Rochester's new mayor 
Lovely Warren was stopped twice for speed-
ing on the thruway. Her driver, who is also 
head of her security detail and by some coin-
cidence is also her uncle (what’s that term 
I’m looking for, nepotism perhaps?). He was 
stopped on two separate occasions on the 
NYS Thruway at 92 and 97 miles per hour. 
For him no tickets are issued. Though once 
the story broke he did get a slap on the hand 
for the sake of publicity. 
 I wonder what would happen to one 
of us if we were caught going 97 on the thru-
way. I suspect you would not have a license 
for long and a ticket would be issued. 
 Washington is no better. We have 
been routinely lied to by the President, Secre-
tary of state and others about everything from 
government gun running, Benghazi, Afford-
able Care Act and the IRS. This, despite tes-
timony and documents that have been re-
leased. Many in our esteemed “Fourth Es-
tate” turn a blind eye to any interest in the 
truth or regurgitate the drivel put out by the 
administrations talking points and talking 
heads.  
 Those who champion this new age 
of data collection say it’s to keep us safer. 
When we complain they ask what do you 
have to hide? 
 An interesting question, let us ex-
plore this. Why not allow the government to 
inspect what you read. No? What have you 
got to hide? How about random searches of 
your person and home. Doesn't sound so 
good? What have you got to hide? Perhaps 
sending the government an itinerary when 
you want to travel. That’s just crazy talk! 
What have you got to hide?  
 In New York we have a Governor 
who wants those who believe in the Second 
Amendment to leave his state. Meanwhile 
our state and federal governments are acting 
more like “Big Brother” than caretakers of 
the land of the free and home of the brave. 

What are we fighting for? 
“they (you) are the extreme conservatives, they have 
no place in the state of New York” Andrew Cuomo 

A well Regulated 
Militia, being nec-
essary to the secu-
rity of a free state, 

the right of the 
People to keep 
and bear arms, 

shall not be 
infringed. 



SCOPE PHONE NUMBERS 
 
To contact SCOPE: 
Contact: Stephen J. Aldstadt 
info@scopeny.org 
315 27-SCOPE 
 
SCOPE Board Members 
SCOPE Chapter Chairs are also 
Board Members 
 
Chairman of the Board  
Harold 'Budd' Schroeder 
716 861-9302 
BigBudd99@aol.com 
 
President of SCOPE 
Stephen J. Aldstadt 
716 846-5448 
SAldstadt@scopeny.org  
 
1st Vice President 
Gerry Cumbo 
716-983-1629 
gcumbo@scopeny.org 
 
2nd Vice President  
Mike Mastrogiovanni 
315 652-4597 
mmastro1@twcny.rr.com 
 
Secretary  
Gary Zielinski, Secretary 
Hetman1683@aol.com 
 
Treasurer 
Carl Leas 
716-656-0350 
Carlpride@msn.com 
 
Bob Brannan 
315-573-9088 
unclebobr1100@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Kathy Kristy 
716-696-2434 
kathyk@scopeny.org 
 
David Carlson  
585-300-4365 
kdcarlso@gmail.com 
 
Membership Chairman  
John Krull, 
716 832-8013 
johnsaf@verizon.net 
 
Ken Mathison 
585 967-1040 
kenmatent@gmail.com 
 
Paul Rusin 
585 659-8335 
PRusin@Rochester.RR.com 
 
Jim Nowotny, Webmaster 
716 584-1221 
jim@scopeny.org 

 
SCOPE CHAPTER 

INFORMATION 
 
CAPITOL DISTRICT 
Helena Kosorek, Chair 
scope_capital_district@scopeny.org  
Gary Brodock, Mem. Secretary 
scope_capital_district@scopeny.org  
Ray Kosorek, Treasurer 
 rsbllc@earthlink.net 
  
CATTARAUGUS COUNTY 
Robert C. McNally, Chair 
 PO Box 133 
Franklinville NY 14737-0133 
716-790-9948 
renegade5411@icloud.com 
Butch Beverlin, Treasurer 
716-515-5724 
tjkaiserugn@yahoo.com 
Mary Beth “Beth” Swanson, Sec 
716-713-2693 
beth511@yahoo.com 
Our meetings will be the second 
Monday of each month at the 
Franklinville Conservation Club, 
6:30 pm 
 
CENTRAL NEW YORK 
Onondaga-Cortland-Oswego-
Madison 
Mike Mastrogiovanni , Chair 
mmastro1@twcny.rr.com 
315 652 4597  
Dick Woods, Treasurer 
 
Meetings 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 pm 
Place Clay Sportsmen's Club 
Location Henry Clay Blvd north 
of Rte 31 
 
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY 
Bob Perry, Chair 
(716) 753-6956 
bbperry5355@hotmail.com 
Sid Compton, Treasurer 
(716) 969-6604 
 sbc49@fairpoint.net 
Paul Weatherlow 
paulweatherlow@roadrunner.com 
(716) 753-6921 
 
DUTCHESS CHAPTER 
David T. Warshaw, JD, Chair 
13 Bird Lane 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603-5001 

845-849-1839 
dwars92711@aol.com 
No regular meetings, business is 
conducted via email and social 
media 
 
ERIE COUNTY 
Ken Woitaszek, Chair 
kennw10@email.com 
716 854-4387 
Herb Berry, Treasurer 
hsberry1@localnet.com 
716 825-4174 
Carl Leas, Treasurer, Secretary  
716 656-0350 
CarlPride@msn.com 
 
Erie County Chapter holds 
monthly meetings every third 
Thursday of the month. Meetings 
begin at 7:00 p.m. in the 
'The Chicken Coop', VFW Post 
8113,  299 Lydecker Rd. in West 
Seneca. Located at the intersection 
where East & West Rd ends at 
Lydecker. 
 
GENESEE COUNTY 
Bill Fox Sr. - Chair 
585-356-4992 
b f s o n l l c @ g m a i l . c o m .  
Bruce Balduf - Vice Chair 
bdba ldu f@roches t e r . r r . co m 
Tom Frew-Treasurer 
585-749-0115 
fe tchi tup@rochester . r r .com.  
 Helen Headley - Secretary 
585-768-2591 
hheadley@rochester.rr.com 
 
NEW meeting information, Sec-
ond Tuesday of every month 7 
PM, at Calvary Baptist Church, 
3515 Galloway Rd., Batavia NY 
14020. NEW chapter web site is 
www.geneseecountyscope.org  
 
Post office box for chapter corre-
spondence is still   Genesee 
County SCOPE, PO Box 1659, 
Batavia NY 14021 - 1659 
 
MONROE COUNTY 
Chris Edes - Chair 
Phone (585) 202-7741 
chrisedes@dynamic-mail.net 
 
Monroe County  meetings take 
place the Third Monday of the 
month 7pm at Jays Diner 2612 W 
Henrietta Rd, Rochester, NY 
14623. There are no meetings the 
months of December, May, June 
or July. 
 
NIAGARA CHAPTER 
Russell Petrie, County Chair 
Phone: 585-733-5968 
RussP0067@gmail.com  
 
Niagara Chapter holds it’s 
monthly meetings at the American 
Legion Hall, 2589 Youngstown 
Lockport Rd  in Ransomville at 
7:00pm on the third Thursday of 
each month. 
 
NEW YORK CITY 
COMMITTEE 
Dave Forgione – Chair 
(646) 319-0106 
Davefargone@aol.com 

Jim Lesczynski – Secretary 
Michael Justice – Treasurer 
NYC@SCOPEny.org 
 
Monthly Meeting is a visit to a 
gun store and/or a range. Nor-
mally we're doing this on a Tues-
day evening, but that may change 
depending on the hours of our 
target location of the month. 
Contact Dave Forgione at (646) 
319-0106 for meeting details or 
join our low-volume email list by 
sending a message to:scope-
nycsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 
NORTH COUNTRY 
COMMITTEE - Clinton, Essex 
and Franklin Counties 
Chairman: Rose Recor 
(518) 569-9607 
Secretary: Ed Duda 
Treasurer: Frank Whitelaw 
 
ONTARIO COUNTY 
Gary Zielinski - Secretary 
hetman1683@aol.com 
 Kevin Issing - Treasurer 
Kdissing@frontiernet.net 
The Ontario County Chapter has 
its meetings on the third Monday 
of the Month, at the Canandaigua 
Sportsmen's Club, on Emerson 
Road. The meetings start at 7:00 
PM. 
 
ORANGE COUNTY 
Mike Kubow, Chair 
(845) 496-1183 
wileec@frontiernet.net 
Joe Eldred  Secretary/ Treasurer 
 
Meetings will be at 7:30 PM, the 
3rd Saturday of each month. 21 
Claremont Trail, Blooming Grove, 
NY.  Call Mike at 496-1183 for 
information. 
 
ORLEANS COUNTY 
Emerson 'Tinker' Young, Chair 
Bob Rowe, Vice-Chair: 
Ann Clark, Treasurer 
Mary Ellen Hammill, Secretary 
 
Monthly meetings second Monday 
of every month at Albion VFW, 
Platt St., Albion, NY. Time: 7 PM 
For more info contact Tinker at 
585-765-9122  
Be sure to join our new SCOPE 
Orleans Facebook page at  
h t tp s : / /www.f acebook .com/
groups/588255081215016/ 
 
ST LAWRENCE  
Jamie Briggs-Chairman 
jlbriggslmt@yahoo.com 
315-771-1374 
Tim Prashaw -Treasurer 
Timothy.Prashaw@dot.ny.gov 
315-528-3118 
Joel Lappiere -Secretary 
jjlappiere29@gmail.com 
315-486-2909 
 
WAYNE COUNTY 
John Piczkur, Chair 
(315) 597-2198 
WayneCountyScope@yahoo.com 
Chairman: John Piczkur 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Sporting Clays Classic 
 
 
Greetings SCOPE Members, 
 I am pleased to announce the 17th Annual Greater Niagara Frontier 
Council (GNFC), Boy Scouts of America “Sporting Clays Classic” which will 
be held on Saturday, September 6, 2014 at the Tonawandas Sportsman’s Club. 
The event will once again support the Greater Niagara Frontier Council, Boy 
Scouts of America’s efforts to deliver the Scouting program to over 10,000 
youth in Western New York. I hope that you will be able to join us to help cele-
brate Scouting and to make an investment in the youth of our community 
through your support. The Erie County Sheriff’s Office along with the Greater 
Niagara Frontier Council, BSA encourages participation and education in 
shooting sports programs. These programs give many youth their first exposure 
to firearms safety and responsibility. 
 If you would like more information about this event, please contact my 
GNFC Staff Advisor, Stuart Schnettler at; Stuart.Schnettler@scouting.org or 
716-512-6215. 
Thank you for all you do in Shooting Education. 
Tim Howard 
Honorary Event Chairman 
Erie County Sheriff 

Co-Chairman: Bob Brannan 
Secretary: Chuck Hillis 
Treasurer: Deane Fisher 
 
Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday 
of the month at the Palmyra VFW 
Post 6778, 4306 Route 31at 7:00pm. 
All are welcome, for information 
e m a i l   W a y n e C o u n t y -
SCOPE@yahoo.com for questions 
and updates. 
 
WYOMING COUNTY 
COMMITTEE 
Chair: Michael Alan Kehl 
716-866-1398 
mkehl@rochester.rr.com 
Treasurer: John E Doyle 
585-786-2099 
johndoyle1951@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Kathleen Ricketson 
585-535-0670 

Meetings will be held on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month at the Warsaw 
Baptist Church, 65 S Main St., War-

saw, NY 14569 at 7pm.  
 
YATES COUNTY 
John E. Prendergast 
 (315) 781-2334 
jprender@clarkson.edu 
Leigh Williams, Vice Chair 
Bill Button, Treasurer 
Linda Hardy Secretary 

 
 
 

(Continued from page 2) 



LAWS WON’T 
STOP SCHOOL 
SHOOTINGS 
By Budd Schroeder 
 
 We saw another school 
shooting last week and it was like all 
but one of the shootings we hear 
about.  It was done in a gun free zone.  
Many politicians and people believe 
that putting up a sign will make an 
area safer when in actuality it is a 
murder magnet.  Those who wish to 
wreak the most havoc without being 
stopped will naturally look for a place 
where he is least likely to run up 
against an armed person.  We have 
never heard of a mass murder occur-
ring in the facility of a gun club. 
 This will probably start an-
other upsurge from the anti-gun poli-
ticians to use the emotional upheaval 
of a school shooting to call for more 
gun control.  This recent shooting 
was done by a disturbed student who 
purchased a shotgun after passing a 
background check. While he 
wounded two other students, he 
turned the gun on himself and was the 
only fatality during the rampage.  The 
shotgun he used was the type used by 
many hunters to harvest deer and 
small game.  It didn’t have an ex-
tended magazine, barrel shroud or 
even a bayonet lug.  It wasn’t an 
“assault weapon.” 
 For years, this columnist has 
decried the use of emotionalism by 
politicians and the anti-gun advocates 
instead of depending on reason, truth 
and logic to make their case.  It is 
obvious that their demands don’t 
stand the test of reason, truth and 
logic.  It is like any other case of big-
otry.  Demonize the object and let the 
results be similar to the witch hunts 
and trials in old Salem.   
 The Constitution, in the Bill 
of Rights, plainly says that the right 
of the people to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed.  Like all rights, 
it implies responsibility and reason-
ableness. The right does not allow a 

person to harm or threaten another 
person.  The right does not allow the 
possession of guns to felons, mentally 
disturbed or incompetent persons.  No 
reasonable gun owner will dispute 
that because it is logical.  To the hon-
est, law-abiding gun owner a gun is 
only a tool or a work of art to some.   
 The only thing that makes a 
gun a weapon is the person holding it.  
If a carpenter uses a hammer to build 
a house, he is using it as a tool.  If he 
smashes someone’s skull with it, it is 
a weapon.  People with bad attitudes 
or mental problems can harm others 
with or without a gun, but the media 
and the anti-gun crowd like to focus 
on the gun rather than the person.  It 
is easier to make laws regarding the 
ownership and use of guns and con-
vince the public that this will help to 
reduce violence.   
 Using this premise, there are 
more than 20,000 gun laws in the 
nation counting federal, state and 
local laws and ordinances.  New York 
is a leader in restrictive gun laws.  
Recently, they rammed a law through 
the legislature literally in the middle 
of the night in response to the emo-
tionalism of the tragedy in Sandy 
Hook.  Ironically, if Connecticut had 
those laws of the SAFE act of New 
York in effect, it would not have 
made any impact on the tragedy. 
 The gun the shooter used 
was purchased legally and the pur-
chaser was murdered by the killer to 
obtain the weapon.  All guns start out 
being bought legally.  If a person 
wants to get a gun and is turned down 
by a dealer because he can’t pass the 
background check, he obtains one 
illegally.   
 If bans worked, there would 
not be an illegal drug problem.  
Where can a person buy cocaine, her-
oin, crystal meth legally?  The answer 
is nowhere.  However, now, prescrip-
tion drugs are becoming a big prob-
lem because of theft and in some 
states marijuana is now legal.  It will 
be interesting to see how the mari-
juana sales will affect the people in 
those states. 

 How well did Prohibition 
end drunkenness?  That actually was 
a constitutional issue and created so 
many problems with organized crime 
that the amendment had to be re-
pealed.  How many incidents does it 
take to make lawmakers realize that 
the big problem is that criminals 
don’t obey laws.  The SAFE law af-
fects only honest gun owners who are 
not a problem.   
 Who knows? Perhaps some 
politician will offer a solution by pro-
posing a law to outlaw mental illness.  
It would be as effective as the SAFE 
law because it also would have no 
effect on violent crime. 
 The dichotomy is that guns 
are dangerous in the hands of evil 
people and those with mental prob-
lems. Governor Cuomo has been re-
ducing the budget in the areas that 
would give help to those who suffer 
from mental disorders, but is increas-
ing the budget to enforce the SAFE 
law.  Some things in the political 
arena are a bit difficult to understand.  
In New York some laws are impossi-
ble to understand.  This is one of 
them, unless one takes the attitude 
that if something sounds good and 
enough voters believe it’s workable, 
then that is good enough for the poli-
tician to get reelected.  And that is 
reason enough for the professional 
politician. 
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NEW TIMES! 
The Second Amendment Radio 

Show  Is back on the air! 
 

Now on WYSL 
1040 AM, 92.1 FM 

 
Wednesdays at  8 pm and every Saturday at 

noon and 6:00 pm , also on the Internet 24/7 at: 
 

• 2ndamendmentshow.com 
• SCOPEny.org 
• WYSL1040.com 

 
Each week hear guests like Larry Pratt, Gun 

Owners of America and Stephen Aldstadt, 
President of SCOPE on the show. 

Stop by for a listen! 



How much are you 
willing to sacrifice 
to restore your right(s)? 
By Paul Rusin 
 
 Bob Lonsberry is a commen-
tator for WHAM 1180, a Rochester, 
NY radio station. Lately he has stated 
he would register his guns that need 
to be registered with NYS under the 
auspices of the S.A.F.E. Law. Others, 
in NY Revolutions groups, and else-
where in NYS, have said they will not 
register. Lonsberry made known on 
his radio show he would register, and 
after listening to his explanation as to 
why, I cannot disagree with his deci-
sion, because I hold one very close to 
his without the belief I must register 
anything with the government. 
 However, what reasons 
would there be to register what you 
have that the government considers 
implements of war. If we still had a 
valid militia, meaning a group of citi-
zen soldiers, rather than today's paid 
mercenary force, then perhaps the 
government would need to know who 
they might call to active duty should 
an attacking force set foot on our 
(U.S.) soil. 
 The S.A.F.E. Law does not 
meet this requirement, because they 
are not asking for a registration to 
know who has what for a call up in 
case of military need. What they are 
doing is solely a scheme to determine 
who has what, and to harass those 
who have specific types of weapons, 
and, as most would have us believe, 
to confiscate in the future. 
 Now, I cannot argue with 
those who go along with this sce-
nario, or who hold this belief, because 
the original intent of Cuomo's pro-
posal for S.A.F.E. was to confiscate 
any weapons which met the criteria of 
the law. As such, I would not register 
any such weapon, even if I had it in 
my possession, and would prepare to 
do battle with anyone seeking to force 
me to comply. Note the word used 
here: “force.” Force is compulsion, 
and wholly anathema to our countries 
founders ideals. It is why we had a 
clause in the Constitution forbidding 
income taxation, because the foun-
ders knew such a tax would be com-
pulsory. The only original taxation 
was voluntary, i.e., sales taxes, tariffs. 
 The original Constitution 
had a construct for forced servitude 
under specific conditions, these im-

plying ownership, thus property. Who 
would argue today that the interest 
paid on a loan is not servitude to an-
other? So, the system has changed 
little, simply those who are being 
indebted/indentured has changed 
from 'mostly' black Americans to all 
Americans. I say mostly, because not 
all slaves were black. Many inden-
tured servants remained slaves until 
they served their time. 
 Further, who could not argue 
that forcing someone to do something 
against their nature, or their God, 
would not be compulsion? Our rights 
are God granted, natural rights, inal-
ienable, unable to be removed from 
us without our permission, and we 
should never submit, nor ask permis-
sion. In fact, permits for carrying 
weapons are anathema to our Consti-
tution as I have mentioned in prior 
articles. I based my premise on the 
Shuttlesworth v. Birmingham deci-
sion which states such permissions 
are “unconstitutional censorships, 
or prior restraints.” Shuttlesworth 
quotes Staub in the next sentence, and 
makes plain that, “anyone faced with 
such an unconstitutional licensing 
law may ignore it, and engage with 
impunity in the (right) for which 
the law purports to require a li-
cense.” Note the italics of “require.” 
Require is a word definition of 'force.' 
If you are required, then you are 
forced, and a slave to that institution, 
or person, which/who is requiring 
your compulsion. 
 Some would say there is 
nothing wrong with a permit system, 
or even a background check (NICS). 
It makes “common sense”, because 
such a system guarantees that crimi-
nals, scofflaws, and people of ques-
tionable sanity may not be allowed 
the ability to carry, or own, weapons. 
Well, how is that working out for all 
of you? 1700 people have been ar-
rested for “illegal weapons posses-
sion” within the last year in NY City 
alone. Does that not tell you that 
these are only those who got caught? 
Does it not tell you that a vast number 
of others are also on the streets carry-
ing what the state deems 'illegal' 
weapons? How can the state make a 
determination what is legal, or not, 
when U.S. v. Miller states unequivo-
cally that any arm used as an imple-
ment of warfare is something the 
American citizenry may own. Shot-
guns, full auto rifles grenades, 
LAWS, Stinger anti-aircraft (shoulder 

launch) missiles, are all things carried 
by, and used in, warfare by American 
soldiers of the past and that will 
likely be in the future. I know I am 
just scratching the surface of the 
weaponry deployed by our forces. 
 The fact is, there is nothing 
about 'L'il Duce' Cuomo's NYS 
S.A.F.E. Law which prohibits felons, 
or others from carrying anything. All 
it does is apply to the law abiding the 
inability to own, or carry, the weap-
onry of their choice, arbitrarily de-
cided by a group (probably Brady 
Campaign..., and NYAGV, an arm of 
them) of folks in a room who knew, 
or know, nothing of firearms. 
 Further, we know that by 
definition, there is no such thing as an 
ASSault Weapon. It is an asinine as-
sertion, and a made up term to make 
certain types of semi-automatic rifles 
seem extremely dangerous by 
“spraying” bullets, etc., etc., ad infini-
tum (add any other cockamamie, ig-
norant, thing any leftist has said about 
firearms, when they knew nothing of 
which they spoke/speak). 
 In closing, the law was arbi-
trarily written by numbskulls who 
know nothing of what they talk about, 
rushed through to prevent the future 
sale of more of these types the gov-
ernment wishes to ban, or to get you 
to register, knowing full well that 
such would be the case, and that if 
they didn't do this surreptitiously, 
quickly, and in the dark of night, that 
people in the know would oppose the 
law, or portions of it, and get them 
changed so they better represented 
the law abiding American, and NY, 
citizen.  
 (Editors Note the Safe Act 
was carefully written, the Cuomo 
administration took weeks to craft 
this legislation under tight security to 
catch us off guard. It is 39 single 
spaced typed pages designed to 
change many more pages of existing 
law. Off the record legislators have 
admitted they were  lied to about 
what was in the bill and the vote was 
pushed through to give no one a 
chance to really check it out.) 
 Without our input, these men 
decided what you would, could, and 
should be able to own, carry, and do, 
with your private property. Further, 
they 'require' (force) you to register 
something that is your personal prop-
erty, or to forfeit ownership of it, or 
to modify it so it no longer fits the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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definitions within the law. It is pure 
unadulterated BS. Cuomo and his ilk, 
knew this, else they wouldn't have 
had to pass it under a 'message of 
necessity,' because none of it was 
necessary, and none of it is constitu-
tional. I would hope that all reading 
this would take time to write a check, 
or make a contribution online to the 
SCOPE Legal Fund, or SCOPE PAC. 
We are all volunteers working for this 
organization, and the gun owner pub-
lic. Showing your support through 
membership(s), and growing the 
membership by asking others to join, 
or buying them memberships out of 
your own pocket, makes our job not 
only easier, but makes our organiza-
tion more capable of getting this law 
overturned in the courts. If we do not 
do so soon, then all will be lost, and 
NY'ers may as well write themselves 
off as the first losers of their right to 
keep & bear arms. It, also, gives us a 
sense that what we (Board of Direc-
tors, President, County Chairpeople, 
and their subordinates, are doing is 
worthwhile. And, find out where your 
county chapter meetings are held, and 
attend them. 
 As for the original intent of 
this article. I am calling for a boycott 
of NYS taxable goods, unless abso-
lutely necessary for your personal 
survival. If you are unwilling to stop 
buying things which are not necessi-
ties, or to cut back on buying that new 
car, new boat, new trailer, new ATV, 
or other pleasure craft, not willing to 
stop going to bars, restaurants, hotels/
motels/B&B's, etc., then how capable 
will you be to withstand the full as-
sault(s) that is/are coming in the fu-
ture, and the possibility that you will 
have to be even more strident in your 
deprivation in the future in regards to 
the  recapture of your rights? Stop 
giving the state the money with which 
to arrest, and prosecute, you and oth-
ers of your gun owner brethren, and 
to purchase the noose with which to 
hang you. 
 
GOVERNOR CUOMO 
WANTS ME TO LEAVE 
NEW YORK 
By Budd Schroeder 
 
 Andrew Cuomo made a 
statement about the gun owners in 
New York which was insulting to the 
honest, law-abiding firearms owning 
men and women who pay taxes, vote, 

and try to raise their families in the 
proper way. The governor made this 
statement when referring to the up-
coming elections and slammed the 
Republican candidates who believe in 
the Constitution and especially the 
Second Amendment.  Cuomo was 
quoted as saying: 
 
“You’ve seen that play out in New 
York, their SAFE act, the Republican 
Party candidates are running against 
the SAFE Act. It was voted for by 
moderate republicans who run the 
Senate. Their problem is not me and 
democrats, their problem is them-
selves. Who are they? Are they these 
extreme conservatives, who are right 
to life, pro assault weapon, anti-gay, 
is that who they are? Because if that 
is who they are, and if they are the 
extreme conservatives, they have no 
place in the state of New York. Be-
cause that is not who New Yorkers 
are” 
 In his own words Cuomo 
thinks that people who believe “the 
right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed” as stated 
in the Constitution are extremists.  
 He also thinks that it is fine 
to terminate the lives of pre-born ba-

bies.  He believes that people, who 
are pro-life, are extremists.  He thinks 
it is fine to end the life of an innocent 
child, even if it is viable outside the 
womb, but is against the death penalty 
for violent, sadistic murderers. 
 Many people believe in tra-
ditional marriage, one between a man 
and a woman.  These people are not 
anti-gay.  They just believe in the 
biblical definition.  Most believe what 
consenting adults do in private is 
none of their business, but would like 
to keep the idea of marriage consis-
tent with Biblical teachings.  Many 
believe that a civil union could give 
same sex couples equal protections 
like married couples, and not violate 
what they consider to be a sacred con-
tract.  They, according to Cuomo, are 
extremists. 
 People who have these be-
liefs, at least upstate, are not extrem-
ists.  They are main stream Ameri-
cans.  The liberals, who mostly come 
from New York City, have a different 
set of values.  They are content with 
more government control over their 
lives and are content to live in a 
nanny state. 
 Upstate citizens want to re-

(Continued from page 5) 
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HELP SCOPE SAVE ON POSTAGE 
AND PRINTING COSTS 
 
 We will be transitioning to electronic delivery of the Firing Line News 
Letter and expect to be up and running in late 2014. If we have your email you 
will eventually be receiving notification that the latest Firing Line is available 
online for viewing or printing. 
 SCOPE realizes that some of our members are not online and those 
members can still receive their copy via US Mail. 
 To receive your copy via US Mail please fill in the coupon below and 
mail in to SCOPE. 
 

[  ] Yes Please continue to send my firing line via US Mail. 
I don’t have a computer and require a printed copy. 
  
NAME__________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
City / State / ZIP __________________________________________________ 
 
Mail to: SCOPE, PO Box 602, Tonawanda, NY 14151-0602 
  

If you have access to a computer you can opt in for electronic delivery at a link 
on SCOPENY.org 
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SCOPE’s SAFE Act 
VOTER App 
By Jim Nowotny 
 
 
 With elections barely over 
S.C.O.P.E., (Shooters Committee on 
Political Education) is declaring a vic-
tory for gun owners in Western New 
York. 
 S.C.O.P.E. says, that despite 
all of Cuomo's bloviating, New York is 
still the most over taxed, most over 
regulated, least business-friendly, and 
anti Second Amendment Democrat 
dominated state in the nation with the 
highest debt per capita. Now many are 
starting to realize that New York does-
n't look like a state whose governor 
deserves a second term, much less a 
Presidential nomination. 
 This year we instituted the 
SCOPE’s SAFE Act VOTER App. 
 The Democrat party will have 
to deal with the facts that because of 
Governor Cuomo’s late night antics of 
January 15th 2013, the Erie County 
Legislature is now Republican con-
trolled.  S.C.O.P.E. reminds its mem-
bers that while not all Democrats are 
gun control advocates, almost all gun 
control advocate are Democrats.   
 S.C.O.P.E. notified its mem-
bers of the candidates running for of-
fice and graded them A through F on 
their Second Amendment stance and 
their position on the so called NY 
S.A.F.E. Act.  This rating is available 
to voters online, on an app, or printable 
by county. 
 SCOPE now turns its focus to 
the 2014 Elections of the State Assem-
bly and Senate positions.  We will re-
fine and hone the SCOPE SAFE Act 
Voter App for the upcoming elections 
on “One One Four One Four”.  
11/4/2014. 
 
 

SCOPEny.org 
The next gun control Cuomo and the  NY anti gun crowd will push for…. 
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SCOPE Member Clubs 
 
 The following are clubs that are 
members of SCOPE. If you plan to join a 
club, please try to join one that is a 
SCOPE member. If your club would like 
to become a SCOPE club member please 
give SCOPE President Stephen Aldstadt 
a call or drop us an E-mail. 
 
Allied Sportsmen of WNY Inc 
Bog Trotters Rifle & Pistol Club Inc 
Erie County Conservation Society Inc 
Glen-Coe Conservation Society Inc 
CAL Shooting Club 
Whortlekill Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Boston Valley Conservation Society 
Lackawanna Conservation Inc 
Mohawk Rifle & Pistol Club Inc 
Niagara Frontiersmen Pistol Club 
Tonawandas Sportsmen's Club 
Wayne County Federation of 
Sportsmen's Clubs 
Wilson Conservation Club, Inc. 
Hamburg Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Greene Rod and Gun Club 
Attica Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Alabama Hunt Club 
Niagara Frontier Pistol League 
Buffalo Revolver & Rifle Club Inc 
Monroe Chester Sportsmen Club Inc 
Blasdell Rod & Gun Club 
Chautauqua County Federation 
of Sportsmen 
Bergen Rod & Gun Club 
South Shore Association of 
Onedia Lake Inc. 
Cloverbank Sportsman's Club Inc 
Olean Rod & Gun Club Inc 
Neighbors Gun Club, Inc. 
Honeoye Fish & Game Club 
Camillus Sportsmen’s Club 
Clay Sportsman’s Club 
Redfield Fish & Game Club 
Seneca County Federation 
of Sportsmen's Clubs 
Five Point Rod & Gun Club 
Canandaigua Lake Duck Hunters, Inc. 
Four Point Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Polaris Shooting Club 
Shawangunk Fish & Game Assn, Inc. 
Canaan Rifle Club, Inc. 
West Falls Conservation Society, Inc. 
Sackets Harbor Sportsmen's Club, Inc. 
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation 
Bailey Mountain Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Williamson Conservation 
& Sporting Club 
Gowanda Rifle Club 
Delchenego Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 

Lake Keuka Chapter, 
Izaak Walton League 
Iroquois Rod & Gun Club 
Barrington Rifle Club 
Yates County Federation 
of Conservation Clubs 
Little Beard Club Inc 
Springwater Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Dunham's Bay Fish & Game Club 
Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club 
Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club 
Livingston Co Federation 
of Sportsmen's Clubs 
South Bristol Fish 
& Game Association Inc. 
Sodus Bay Sportmans Club 
Wolcottsville Sportsmen Club 
Sheridan Transit Rod & Gun Club 
Ten-X Shooting Club Inc 
East Aurora Fish & Game Club Inc 
Holley Rod & Gun Gun Club 
Iroquois Arms Collectors Assoc of WNY 
Niagara County Sportmen's Assn. 
Square Deal Sportsmen Inc. 
Richburg Rod & Gun Club 
Conesus Lake Sportsmen's Club, Inc. 
Hornell Sportsman Club 
Hawkeye Bowman, Inc. 
Wood & Brook Sportsman's Club 
Pearl River Gun Club, Inc. 
Long Lake Fish & Game Club 
Hartland Conservation Club 
Lima Gun Club 
Alden Rod & Gun Club 
Hill Top Gun Club 
Ramapough Sportsmen Association Inc. 
Lyons Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
North Woods Sportsmen’s 
Association, Inc. 
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Bison City Rod & Gun Club Inc 
North Forest Rod & Gun Club 
Rochester Rifle Club 
Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Dansville Fish & Game Protective Assoc. 
Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Clinton Fish & Game Club 
Westfield Fish & Game Club 
Western New York 
Practical Pistol League 
Oatka Fish & Game Club 
American Legion Riders Post 355 
Clarence Shooting Club 
Elbridge Rod & Gun Club 
New York State Muzzleloaders 
Association, Inc 
Hidden Valley Lodge 
Freeport Junior Club 
Chemung County Rod & Gun Club 
Kent Rod and Gun Club 
ABATE of NY, Ontario Chapter 

Suburban Pistol League 
Mendon Conservation League 
Somerset Conservation Club 
Hudson Valley Sportsmen's  Association 
Outlet Rod & Gun Club 
Gorham Coon Hunters 
Thruway Fish & Hunt Club 
Chemung County Federation 
of Sportsmen, Inc 
NYS Sporterifle, Inc. 
Mt Morris Sportsman's Club, Inc 
Twin City Shooting Club, Inc. 
North Star Sportsmans' Club, Inc. 
A-ON-DO-WA-NUH Sportsman’s 
Club, Inc. 
Orleans County Houndsmen 
& Conservation Club 
Genesee County Fish 
& Game Protective Assoc 
Middlesex Conservation Club 
The Sara-Spa Rod and Gun Club, Inc. 
Ontario Rod & Gun Club 
Conservation Club of Brockport 
New Paltz Rod and Gun Club 
Deer Search of WNY, Inc. 
Red Creek Conservation Club, Inc. 
Grand Island Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Schenectady County 
Conservation Council 
Millgrove Sportsmen's Club, Inc. 
Pheasants Forever Chapter 843 
Northern Chautauqua Rifle & Pistol Club 
Brunswick Sportsman Club, Inc. 
East Branch Club 
Valley Cottage Sportsman's Club 
Painted Post Field & Stream Club 
Lodi Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Federated Sportsmen’s Clubs 
of Cattaraugus City 
Depew Rod & Gun Club 
Indian Lake/Blue Mountain Fish 
& Game Assoc. 
Lakewood Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Cattaraugus Rod & Gun Club 
Grape Country Coon Hunters Assoc. 
North Shore Sportsmen's Association 
Dutchess County Pistol Association 
Adirondack Federation 
of Sports Clubs, Inc. 
Ripley Rod & Gun Club 
Pathfinder Fish and Game Club, Inc. 
Bridgeport Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 
Dorie Miller Rifle and Pistol Club 
Sportsmen's Club of Clifton Park 
Schroon Lake Fish & Game Club, Inc. 
Long As We Live Hunt Club 
Pine City Sportsmen's Club, Inc. 
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SCOPE Legal Defense Fund 
 
 Please consider a donation to the SCOPE Legal Defense Fund.  Recent bat-
tles have had a substantial impact on our funds, as well as the new SAFE Act law-
suit will need to be funded. Please help SCOPE continue fighting New York's anti-
gun laws through law suits that need to be funded. We must fight the anti-gun poli-
ticians on all fronts. This is especially important with the enactment of the SAFE 
Act. 
Send your donations to:  
 

SCOPE INC, Attn Defense Fund Project 
PO Box 12711, Rochester, NY 14612 

. 
Professional NRA Certified  Instruction in 

Rifle, Shotgun and Handgun 
 
 

Private Ranges of up to 500 Yards  

Day and night hiking/orienteering 

Camping on premises 

 

Nestled in the NY Finger Lakes region, 50 miles 
from Rochester, NY. Day course or weekend 
series including basic gun safety, long range 
shooting, personal defense, and more. 

Call 585 413-6340 for more information 

 

OPFOR NY is now 

offering classes in Rochester! 

Call 585 413-6340 for information 
 

The following clubs need to renew 
their SCOPE club membership. 
 
Kent Rod and Gun Club 
Neighbors Gun Club, Inc. 
New Paltz Rod and Gun Club 
The Sara-Spa Rod and Gun Club, Inc. 
Cloverbank Sportsman's Club Inc 
CAL Shooting Club 
Alden Rod & Gun Club 
Deer Search of WNY, Inc. 
Twin City Shooting Club, Inc. 
Niagara Frontiersmen Pistol Club 
Western New York Practical Pistol League 
Sodus Bay Sportsman’s Club 
Conservation Club of Brockport 
Wyoming County Wildlife Federation 
North Star Sportsman’s' Club, Inc. 
Lyons Rod & Gun Club, Inc 
Ontario Rod & Gun Club 
Yates County Federation of Conservation Clubs 
Westfield Fish & Game Club 
 

Advertising in FIRING LINES 
 

If you would like to advertise please call or e-mail 
SCOPE and we will be happy to assist you in composing 

and placing an ad. 
 

Stephen J. Aldstadt 
(716) 846-5448 
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By Stephen Aldstadt 
 
 On Thursday (11/21), a 
vehicle pulled up in front of a house 
just after 10:30 a.m. on East 
Townline Road in Williamson. The 
driver, a woman, got out of the vehi-
cle and snatched up the “Repeal 
S.A.F.E. Act” lawn sign. 
 
 The homeowner, Vicki 
Erwin, spotted the sign thief and the 
car drove off, stopping at a 
neighbor’s yard where another 
“Repeal S.A.F.E. Act” sign was 
posted. The driver quickly got back 
in to her vehicle and sped off. 
 
At this point Vicki called for her 
father out in the barn and told him 
what was happening. Chuck Steehler 
chased the woman down to Pearl 
Street in Williamson and confronted 
the sign thief. He asked for the sign 
back, but the woman told him that, 

since they were calling the cops, to 
have them come get the sign. 
 
 Police did not have to go 
far…it was the homeowner’s own 
pediatrician who works for William-
son Pediatrics at 4425 Old Ridge 
Road in Williamson. Wayne County 
Sheriff’s deputies went to the Doc-
tor’s office and searched, finding 
five of the signs in the dumpster. 
 
 Police arrested Dr. Anna-
maria Kontor, age 46, of Valewood 
Run in the Town of Penfield for 
Petit Larceny, “after she was ob-
served stealing a “Repeal S.A.F.E. 
Act” sign from a yard in William-
son.” 
 
 Calls to the Williamson 
Pediatrics group were met with “No 
comment” by the girl answering the 
phones. The girl also said Dr. Kon-
tor had the day off on Friday. 
 

 The Rochester General 
Health System, which is associated 
with Williamson Pediatrics, issued a 
statement on Friday afternoon. “ 
Rochester General Health System 
has learned of the arrest of Anna-
maria Kontor, MD, a pediatrician 
who practices at Williamson Pediat-
rics, part of the Rochester General 
Medical Group in Wayne County. 
Dr. Kontor has been with the medi-
cal group since 2003. As is the case 
with any personnel matter, RGHS is 
unable to make any comment.” 

Don't mess with SCOPE members 
from Wayne County! 

No sooner had the SCOPE sign movement taken hold, 
then homeowners began complaining of sign thefts. One 
State Trooper, residing in Newark, had his sign disappear 
from his front yard on a Saturday in September. 
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By Stephen Aldstadt 
 

 At the Williamson courthouse today, more 
than 50 SCOPE members appeared for the REPEAL 
sign stealing doctor's hearing. The court room was 
full of SCOPE members inside and members 
formed lines outside holding REPEAL signs. We 
were everywhere around and inside the courthouse. 
 
 The lawyer had her client plead not guilty, 
and asked the judge for change in venue for the next 
court case. The defendant was ordered by the judge 
to get fingerprinting again, as previous prints did 
not come out well. This is the scene outside and 
inside the court room. Wayne County is blessed full 
of patriots...the best SCOPE chapter in NY. Thanks 
all for coming today. The next court hearing is 
January 29th. 
 
 
 
 The defendant had to walk through the 
line, as seen in the enclosed pictures. All SCOPE 
members were polite and courteous, even saying 
hello to the defendant. She had the deer-in-the-
headlights look.  
 
 

Sign Thief Has 
Her Day In Court 
January 15th, 
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2014 Must Be A 
Year of Action  
A Legislative Column by Assembly-
man David DiPietro (R,C – East 
Aurora) 
 
 Last year, as I took my seat 
in the Assembly for the first time, I 
was ready to do the people’s work.  
But I didn’t realize my first night 
would be spent sitting in the dark, 
waiting for a bill that hadn’t been 
printed and would drastically limit 
our Constitutional freedoms.  I stood 
and fought against the SAFE Act, and 
though the law passed, we are fight-

ing it in the courts and have not al-
lowed our position to weaken. 
 
 Many expected the passage 
of the law to be a blow to Second 
Amendment defenders across New 
York State.  They thought we were 
falling back, but we drew a line in the 
sand and did not yield another inch.  
We stood together, forcing our oppo-
nents to abandon any further legisla-
tion that would disregard the rights 
our fathers and grandfathers fought to 
protect.  We have attended every rally 
and fought beside organizations like 
SCOPE to prepare lawsuits to chal-
lenge the law. We have weakened 
their cause by showing the strength of 

the people who believe in upholding 
the Constitution.  We must now rein-
force our line in the sand, and force 
the opposition back this year as Al-
bany progressives seek to limit our 
rights further. 
 
 Renewed with a sense of 
vigor following the winter, the pro-
gressives are now seeking to put for-
ward microstamping and “safe stor-
age” laws.  As we know, microstamp-
ing is a highly controversial engrav-
ing on firearms that has never seen 
long-standing studies as to its effec-
tiveness.  Microstamping would just 
be another burden on the legal gun 
owner, while those with illegal fire-
arms will have nothing to worry 
about; microstamping only leads back 
to the original, legal gun owner − not 
the felon.   
 
 When it comes to so-called 
“safe storage” laws, it’s been shown 
here in New York that the progres-
sives pushing for “gun control” lack 
basic knowledge regarding the opera-
tion of guns and how people outside 
New York City handle their firearms.  
It comes as no shock to any of us if 
the government put outlandish re-
quirements on what it deems “safe 
storage.”  We cannot risk ceding this 
power to the government as rights 
lost to government are very rarely 
ever returned to the people.   
 
 This year must be a year of 
action.  We must bring the fight to the 
progressives who seek to radically 
change the Second Amendment.  We 
must renew the fight for liberty and 
the restoration of our Second Amend-
ment rights in New York State.  Say 
no to microstamping.  Say no to “safe 
storage.”  Despite what Gov. Cuomo 
and the left think, supporting the 
Constitution isn’t an extreme view-
point.  We won’t leave New York, 
and we certainly won’t see them strip 
another right away from us. 

NEW TIMES! 
The Second Amendment Radio 

Show  
Is back on the air! 

 

Now on WYSL 
1040 AM, 92.1 FM 

 
Wednesdays at  8 pm and every Saturday at noon 

and 6:00 pm , also on the Internet 24/7 at: 
 

• 2ndamendmentshow.com 
• SCOPEny.org 
• WYSL1040.com 

 
Each week hear guests like Larry Pratt, Gun 

Owners of America and Stephen Aldstadt, Presi-
dent of SCOPE on the show. 

Stop by for a listen! 



The SAFE Act 
By Keith Kappel 
 
The following is an essay I wrote on 
the SAFE Act. It has been submitted 
to the Finger Lakes Times, Canandai-
gua Messenger, Penn Yan Chronicle 
Express and Rochester Democrat and 
Chronicle. 
 
 There are two things to do 
when you've made a political calcula-
tion that backfires. The techniques 
apply regardless of whether it's a law 
you've touted that caused unintended 
consequences or when an appointee 
or elected official you supported turns 
out to be an embarrassment. 
 In the case of unintended 
consequences simply unleash a bar-
rage of statistics to support that you 
have done the right thing and they 
don't have to be accurate or relevant. 
If it's an individual who is a problem 
then circle the wagons, heap praise on 
the persons accomplishments and see 
that they are given prestigious awards 
and praise.  
 A year after the passage of 
New York's infamous Safe Act, a 
spokeswoman for the governor de-
clares that the numbers are indisput-
able - the Safe Act has enabled the 
state to better protect New Yorkers. 
"There have been 1291 charges under 
the new law with 1155 for felony 
firearms possession, formerly a mis-
demeanor, with 1041 of these cases 
(81%) in NYC, mostly Brooklyn and 
the Bronx. Separately, 17,751 people 
have been charged this year with mis-
demeanor weapons possession, al-
most 90% in NYC. These charges 
include other weapons such as 
switchblades, blackjacks and brass 
knuckles." No cause and effect corre-
lation is provided to demonstrate 
which components of the SAFE Act 
were responsible for these enforce-
ment actions. 
 Said proclamation of the 
SAFE Act as a success is unsupported 
transparent nonsense and a shallow 
attempt to provide cover to the Gov-

ernor.  
 Details of the felony weap-
ons charges noted above have not 
been disclosed. Interestingly, the ban 
on so called assault weapons doesn't 
take effect until January 15 so I sus-
pect the 1291 arrests were primarily 
for possession of unregistered fire-
arms which would have occurred 
without the SAFE Act. Also not re-
ported was the disposition of these 
cases in terms of follow up prosecu-
tion.  Law enforcement I've spoken 
with often state their frustration with 
weapons charges being used as plea 
bargaining chips. In addition, the an-
nouncement fails to provide a break-

d o w n  b e t w e e n  f i r e a r m s , 
switchblades, blackjacks and brass 
knuckles. The 17,751 number sounds 
like a red herring thrown in to obfus-
cate and pump up the laws effective-
ness.  
 As Nancy Pelosi said "...we 
have to pass the law to find out what's 
in it!" Pass it the Governor did in the 
dark of night with no opportunity for 
debate or input. The response from 
the public was and continues to be 
loud and strong - Repeal It! Note that 
tens of thousands of Repeal the Safe 
Act signs permeate front yards across 

(Continued on page 14) 
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the state. In addition, 52 of 62 New 
York counties and 225 municipal 
governments have passed resolutions 
in opposition and Sheriffs across the 
state have said they will not enforce. 
Billboards have been placed in Al-
bany as a constant reminder to our 
legislators of what upstate thinks 
about this legislation. Seems like a lot 
of folks found out what's in the bill. 
 Let’s take a look at inde-
pendently published crime statistics 
and assess where this law is directed 
and whom it truly affects: 
 
* Homicides in NY State in 2011 
totaled 767. Of these only 5 were 
committed with a rifle of any kind 
and 76% occurred in Buffalo, Roch-
ester, Syracuse and NYC.  
* Nationally, of 12,996 homicides in 
2010, only 2% were committed with 
a rifle of any kind.  
* The 1994-2004 Assault Weapon 
ban was a failure which did not con-
tribute to a reduction in crime. Vio-
lent crime in the US has continually 
declined from 1990 to the present - it 
is down 49% while the population of 
firearms has increased by 100%.  
* The vast majority of violent crime 
occurs in cities with populations of 
250,000 or more and are primarily 
drug and gang related.  
 
 There is a cultural compo-
nent to violent crime that the politi-
cians want to deflect attention from 
because it speaks to the failure of 
many government policies and pro-
grams. Statistics from the US Depart-
ment of Justice, FBI Uniform Crime 
Report and the National Youth Gang 
Survey Analysis show some frighten-
ing facts: 
 
* In 2008, black youths who make up 
16% of the youth population ac-
counted for 52% of juvenile crime 
arrests including 58.5% of arrests for 
youth homicide.  
* A 2009 study disclosed that 49% of 
gang members are Hispanic/Latino, 
35% are African American with 9% 

white and 7% other.  
* Between 1980 and 2008, blacks 
accounted for 52.5% of homicides 
and whites 45.3% - this in the context 
of blacks representing less than 14% 
of the US population. 
 
 Clearly, the crime problem is 
primarily an inner city demographic 
occurring in larger metropolitan areas 
and are drug and gang related. Instead 
of dealing with this the politicians 
demonize an inanimate object with an 
emotion charged label of assault 
weapon. The SAFE Act fails to deal 
with the real issues and instead crimi-
nalizes people for what they lawfully 
owned prior to its enactment. It fur-
ther penalizes and encumbers the law 
abiding for the simple acts of buying 
ammunition or giving a firearm to a 
family member.  
 Key components of the 
SAFE Act include a ban on so called 
assault weapons, a ban on magazines 
that exceed ten round capacity, a re-
quirement that firearms be loaded 
with no more than seven rounds, 
background checks for ammunition 
purchases, severe restrictions for fire-
arms transfers unless a background 
check is performed, confiscation of 
private property (without compensa-
tion) from the owners upon their 
passing and registration with the state 
of ALL firearms owned by a person 
upon their passing. 
 There is no justification in 
any statistics or independent study to 
indicate any of these elements are, 
can be or have been effective in ad-
dressing crime or criminals. On the 
contrary, there is substantial evidence 
that these make criminals out of the 
law abiding. Case in point is the sin-
gular arrest for the illegal sale of a so 
called assault weapon when the seller 
was co opted into consummating the 
sale the day after rather than the day 
before the law took effect.  
 The so called assault weapon 
ban is absurd on two counts. First and 
foremost no one can define an assault 
weapon beyond certain cosmetic fea-
tures. Second, such firearms are used 

in an insignificant number of crimes 
unless you count the ones given by 
the US Department of Justice to the 
Mexican Drug cartels. According to 
the SAFE Act, a firearm is prohibited 
if it is a semi automatic with a detach-
able magazine and any one of the 
following;  bayonet lug, a flash sup-
pressor, muzzle brake, barrel shroud, 
grenade launcher, protruding pistol 
grip, protruding forearm grip, thumb-
hole stock or adjustable stock. Char-
acteristics which have nothing to do 
with the function of the firearm. I had 
to dispose of the thumbhole stock that 
came with my M597 Remington tar-
get grade 22 and replace it with a 
standard stock to "de Cuomo it" and 
avoid registration and eventual con-
fiscation. 
 The Safe Act trashes the 
Second Amendment rights of the law 
abiding and ignores the fact that the 
law will not be obeyed by criminals. 
Unfortunately, it is not about crime 
and criminals but it is about control.  

(Continued from page 13) 

NUMBERS YOU 
CAN USE 

 

NEW YORK STATE 
Governor (518) 474-8390 

NYS Senate (518) 455-2800 
NYS Assembly (518) 455-4100 

 
WASHINGTON 

White House opinion line 
(202) 456-1111 

Congress (202) 225-3121  
Senate (202) 9224-3121 

 
Please be polite and remain calm 

when speaking to your 
representatives 
or their staff. 
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April 1st Save the Date! 

 On January 15th 2013 
the NY SAFE Act was passed. 
A law that turned thousands of 
ordinary law-abiding gun own-
ers in New York into crimi-
nals. A law that will do little if 
anything to make our commu-
nities safer, but severely in-
fringe on the Second Amend-
ment rights of New York's citi-
zens. Immediately people rose 
up in anger and indignation. 
Demonstrations were held in 
the streets from Long Island to 
Buffalo, from Elmira to Platts-
burg. On February 28th people 
came from all over the state to 
demonstrate in Albany. It was 
the biggest demonstration 
most of the New York legisla-
tors had ever seen. Well over 
twelve thousand people came 
by bus, by car, by train, and by 

plane to tell the governor and 
the legislators how we felt 
about having our rights tram-
pled on. Cuomo tried to say 
the law was popular, that it 
was just a vocal fringe minor-
ity complaining. 
 
 The NY Sheriffs' Asso-
ciation, 52 County legislatures, 
over 340 town and local gov-
ernments, numerous police 
unions and organizations came 
out opposed to the NY SAFE 
Act. Governor Cuomo, Senate 
Leader Dean Skelos, and As-
sembly Leader Sheldon Silver 
continue to ignore the outrage 
of the people. In the election 
year State of the State address 
Governor Cuomo pointedly 
did not say one word about the 
controversy surrounding the 

law. They are hoping we will 
just all go away. Well Mr. 
Cuomo we are not going away. 
In fact we are coming back! 
 
 Tuesday April 1st gun 
owners, sportsmen, and people 
concerned about their civil 
rights will be going back to 
Albany to tell them we are not 
going to quit, we are not going 
to be quiet, we are not going to 
meekly submit to having our 
rights stripped away from us. 
Save the date. Schedule a va-
cation day. Plan on joining us 
in Albany. We will be joined 
by many other civil rights or-
ganizations and SCOPE will 
once again be coordinating 
buses from all corners of the 
state. Stay vigilant, stay safe, 
and stay tuned! 
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Western New York 
Q & A Gun Debate 
Forum on February 21 
 
 Citizens Task Force is pro-
viding a Western New York Q & A 
Gun Debate Forum event on Friday, 
February 21, 2014 at the Pvt. Leonard 
Jr. VFW Post, in Cheektowaga, New 
York.  Details on the event can be 
found at www.CitizensTaskForce.us, 
and our Facebook page https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
CitizensTaskForce?ref=hl. 
 This event offers the audi-
ence who are for and against the Safe 
Act the opportunity to ask questions 
of the elected officials who voted on 
this bill. It is the audience questions 
that will drive the topic matter, 
evolve the debate, and rationalize the 
creation of the Safe Act.   
 Citizens Task Force is a ve-
hicle extending the opportunity for 
attendees voice’s to be heard on op-
posing viewpoints of an issue. Our 
events are an effort to bring people 
together in a professional atmosphere 
for dialogue, pro and con. Perhaps 
attendees will take away a new view-
point from the experience. 
 Carrie M Christman and 
Tony Matuszak, Western New York 
activists, organized Citizens Task 
Force due to concerns with the dis-

tance of the people’s voice, govern-
ment behavior, and a free humanity.  
It is fair to say that no person is 100% 
neutral, and therefore, it is proper to 
maintain equilibrium of event presen-
tation as hosts. 
 The concentration of gun 
activity that the general public is ex-
posed to, centers on the common man 
versus the common man.  The argu-
ment needs to return back to the ba-
sics which the people have been edu-
cated away from and affects all.  This 
is, the commoners, as a whole, are at 
the mercy of the power of govern-
ment. And when a government is 
heavily armed and its people are not 
able to defend itself, such power is a 
threat to the natural state of humans 
to be free.  The governing aspects of 
the United States Constitution and 
Bill of Rights are designed for one 
purpose.  Its contents must be fol-
lowed to assure a free humanity.  This 
is true across the globe as these docu-
ments were/are respected historically 
by other nations.  No matter what 
concerns and divisive topics are in a 
person’s heart, as strong as they are, 
for or against, the ability to defend 
those positions will be lost if the peo-
ple do not keep government power in 
check.  The majority of Americans do 
not want to face these facts. 
 We have invited those who 
voted for or against the New York 

State Safe Act to join us as a panel– 
our elected officials. We have invited 
groups to vend and participate at our 
event.  Western New York Q & A 
Gun Debate Forum will provide op-
portunity for the public and members 
of different groups to ask questions of 
the panel.  
 The format for the debate 
will be to introduce the panel on 
stage.  The hosts will then walk the 
audience for question retrieval from 
the attendees.    
 A debate is give and take. It 
is important to listen as well as speak. 
Preparation to debate is a tool which 
usually results in the influence of 
attendees.  It is suggested that those 
intending to be involved in this de-
bate forum research their points well.   
 Citizens Task Force wel-
comes all to the Western New York 
Q and A Gun Debate Forum.  We 
look forward to your attendance and 
have your voice heard.  
 If there are any questions 
please contact Carrie M Christman at 
585.410.3329, email at carriemchrist-
man@frontier.com. 
  
  
 

SHOOTER’S COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION (SCOPE, INC) 
PO 602, Tonawanda NY 14150 716-846-5448  
Business Associate Membership Application 

 
Date of Application___________________  Donation, Annual $50_________   Annual Sponsor $250__________ 

Business Name___________________________________________________________Phone____________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________City __________________________ 

State___________  Zip__________  Fax _______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address if different__________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name & Title______________________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary Contact ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website_________________________________________ Email___________________________________________ 

Type of business (gun shop, sporting goods, etc.)_________________________________________________________ 
 (Donations to SCOPE are not refundable or tax deductible) 



Firing Lines page 17 

 

SCOPE Business Associate Membership 
 
 Show your support for our 2nd Amendment rights with a Business Associate Membership.  Dues are $50 annually, or 
$250 for a Sponsor level membership.  Members will receive a window sign to display, a listing on our website and contact informa-
tion.  We will also supply them with membership applications and a supply of each issue of the Firing Lines for their store.   Sponsors 
will also receive a wall plaque for display in their store.  
 

 Application on Page 16  
 

SCOPE Business 
Associate Members 
 
 

 The following are 
business members of SCOPE. 
If your business would like to 
become a SCOPE business 
member please fill out the 
application on page 16. 
 
A.R. Pierrepont Co., Inc. 
154 Berkeley St 
Rochester, NY, 14607 
585-473-3225 
 
Accuracy Performance & 
Function, Inc. 
PO Box 410 
Walworth NY 14568 
315-986-4340 
 
AM PM Bail Bonds 
1159 W Main St. 
Riverhead NY 11901 
631-369-5980 
 
Ammo Bee and Guns 
2952 W Main St 
Caledonia, NY, 14423 
585-538-4061 
 
Batavia Marine & Sporting 
Supplies 
411 W Main St 
Batavia, NY, 14020 
585-343-4131 
 
Beikirch Ammuntion Corp 
PO Box 151 
E Rochester, NY, 14445 
585-248-3660 
 
Bill Fox & Son Construction 
& Remodeling, LLC 
9346 South St Rd 
LeRoy, NY, 14482 
585-356-4992 
 

Bonded Collection Services 
PO Box 305 
Fairport, NY, 14450 
585-223-7357 
 
Cobleskill Outdoor Sports 
116 France Ln. 
Cobleskill NY 12043 
518-234-2400 
 
Craig's Gold & Silver 
3065 Delaware Ave 
Kenmore, NY, 14217 
716-332-4444 
 
Firearms Training of 
Western New York  
PO Box 447  
Lake View NY 14085 
info@ftwny.com 
716-903-2558  
 
Harold's Welding Shop 
1164 E Swamp Rd 
Penn Yan, NY, 14527 
585-554-5178 
 
Harv's Harley Davidson 
3120 Kittering Rd 
Macedon, NY, 14502 
585-377-8301 
 
Interlaken Guns & Ammo 
8268 Main St 
Interlaken, NY, 14847 
607-532-9244 
 
JC Guns 
25 Malvern Curve 
Tonawanda, NY, 14150 
716-868-6328 
 
John Henrich 
Company, Inc. 
2686 Green St 
Eden, NY, 14057 
716-992-3985 
johnhenrich.com 

Live Bait Vending 
1610 Rice Rd 
Elma, NY, 14059 
716-984-9120 
 
Louie's Gun Shop 
367 W Morris St 
Bath, NY, 14810 
607-776-8405 
 
Lucarellis Banquet Center 
1830 Abbott Rd 
Lackawanna, NY, 14218 
716-824-1029 
 
New York Security Training 
Center 
215 S Main St 
Newark, NY, 14513 
585-520-4880 
 
Niagara Frontier Gun 
Shows 
83 Eckerson Ave 
Akron, NY, 14001 
716-542-9929 
 
Outdoorsagencyusa.com, 
Inc. 
PO Box 249 
West Falls, NY, 14170 
800-682-5049 
 
Realty USA 
Stephen J Aldstadt 
6505 E Quaker Rd 
Orchard Park, NY, 14127 
716-662-2000 
 
Red Sun Builders LLC 
172 Gifford Rd 
Greenville, NY, 12083 
518-966-4271 
 
S&B Products, Inc. 
PO Box 145 
Munnsville NY 13409 
315-363-3710 

Seneca Gun Sports 
4705 Ste Rt 14 
Rock Stream, NY, 14878 
607-243-7243 
 
Sheldon W Boyce, Jr. 
31 E Main St Ste 2000 
Rochester, NY, 14614 
585-454-2000 
 
T&C Gunsmithing Inc. 
105 E Miller St 
Newark, NY, 14513 
315-573-7565 
 
The Custom Shop 
PO Box 410 
Walworth NY 14568 
315-986-4340 
 
Tom's Guns and Ammo 
5403 Steele Rd 
Sodus, NY, 14551 
315-483-9335 
 
Walton's Service 
Center, Inc. 
1634 Rt 54 
Penn Yan, NY, 14527 
315-536-6928 
 
York-Penn Shows 
PO Box 9340 
Frewsburg, NY, 14738 
716-569-6810 
 
180 Degrees by VLK 
5443 Transit Rd 
Depew NY 14043 
716-341-1767 
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Bio of Paul Rusin  
 
        My name is Paul Rusin. I am 
seeking a second full term as your  
representative on the SCOPE Board 
of Directors. I was first appointed &  
approved at the annual meeting of 
members 5 years ago. 
 
 I am an ardent, and adamant, 
defender of the right to keep &  
bear arms.  
 
 I write for Firing Lines, as 
well as I having had my own spree-
cast (www.spreecast.com). Just look 
under 2brknot2bfree. Also I am con-
stantly presenting the side of the gun 
owner in such venues as NY Times, 
Batavia Daily News, Buffalo News, 
etc. I have received two 'Golden Pen' 
awards from The D&C. 
 
 I am a staunch conservative 
capitalist, as well as a constitutional-
ist/libertarian leaning individual. I 
believe that our Constitution is the 
greatest document, and that the rights 
ensconced in it are not to be plun-
dered by government. 
  
        This will likely, be my last run 
for the office of BoD at large. I hope I 
can represent you as a member of 
SCOPE's BoD. 

SCOPE Members Meeting 
April 12 
 
 The annual SCOPE members meeting will 
be on April 12, 2014 at the Clay Sportsman’s 
Club in Liverpool, NY at 11 AM.   
 
 All members are welcome to attend the 
meeting. Voting will be held to elect 5 seats on 
the SCOPE board of directors. 
 
Directions from NYS Thruway 
 

• Get off at Exit # 37  
 
• At light after the toll booth, turn Right 

(North) onto Electronics Parkway which 
will turn into Henry Clay Blvd. 

 
• Go 6.1 miles to the traffic light at            

Co. Rt. 31. 
 
• Go through the light another .4 miles. 
 
• Clay Sportsman’s Club driveway is on the 

Right under the high tension lines. 

The creation of the 
SAFE Act 
By Ralph Esposito 
 

 The SAFE Act has been  said 
to be an example of hastily cobbled 
together law and passed quickly to 
beat President Obama’s gun control 
push. Well governor Cuomo was out 
to make a name for himself but this 
legislation was not quickly put to-
gether.  It was carefully crafted and  
the governor played his hand in a 
manner that would have made Ma-
chiavelli blush. 
 The SAFE Act was not 
rushed, the Cuomo administration 
took many weeks to craft the 39 page 
bill. 39 pages sounds long enough but 
the bill itself is a maze of changes to 
existing statutes. So to truly find out 
all it’s changes you would need sev-
eral volumes to cross check all the 
changes that it would make in existing 
law. In short it is much larger and 
more complex than just 39 pages. 
 The many areas it regulates, 
registration, definitions of “assault 
weapons”, ammunition background 
checks, magazine limitations, renew-
able pistol permits, all were put in to 
make lawsuits more difficult to pur-
sue. Judges prefer to rule on one spe-
cific issue of a law, not the whole 
thing. This means it was unlikely a 
single lawsuit would be successful 
against all the parts of the law. Indeed 

we saw this in the first lawsuit  ruling 
of Judge William Skretny in Buffalo 
where he upheld all but the 7 round 
limit for magazines. Before the ink 
was dry the state filed an appeal and 
some (D) district attorneys suggested 
that the ruling was not binding. Basi-
cally they said they could ignore the 
judges decision. On magazine limits  
 The legislation was drafted 
with top security so word of what they 
were planning would not leak out. 
This means they were planning to 
introduce it as a surprise. Hoping it 
would minimize any organized pro-
tests from individuals and groups like 
SCOPE. 
 Cuomo chose his time care-
fully to rush the SAFE Act through a 
vote. This gave legislators no time to 
truly study the bill. An un-named 
source said the governor lied about 
the bill to secure some votes others 
were persuaded with money — all 
done legally of course.  
 This year we may find bills 
for microstamping and one gun a 
month  being submitted. Oh and New 
York is spreading it’s gun control 
fever. Pennsylvania is now consider-
ing similar SAFE Act legislation. 
 
 You can help by donating 
to the SCOPE PAC (page 3), law-
suit (page 9), renewing or joining 
SCOPE (back page) and voting. 
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OFFICAL S.C.O.P.E. 2013 BALLOT 
S.C.O.P.E. ELECTIONS FOR AT-LARGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
There are 5 seats up for election.  Please vote for any 5 from the following list and/or you may 
write in a member’s name who is not listed, provided they are currently a member in good 
standing. Clip and mail your ballot as per the directions below. You are welcome and 
encouraged to attend the April 1 annual members’ meeting. See page 3 for location and time. 
 

[ ] Stephen Aldstadt, [ ] David Carlson, [ ] Joe McAdams, [ ] Jim Nowotny 
[ ] Paul Rusin, [ ] Budd Schroeder, [ ] ______________________________ 

 

• You must be a member in good standing with a current active membership to vote. 
• Ballots must be postmarked no later than April  03, 2013. 
 

Important: Leave your address label on the reverse side, clip out and send Ballot to: 
 

SCOPE, 8316 Irish Rd., Colden, NY  14033 

main citizens, and don’t want to be 
treated like subjects.  They pay their 
way and they value freedom.  As the 
patriots who fought at Bunker Hill, 
Concord, Lexington and the other 
battlefields to become an independent 
nation, valued their right to keep and 
bear arms. It was the gun, not the 
politicians that set the country free 
from British rule.  The Founding Fa-
thers realized that fact and made the 
right to keep and bear arms the sec-

ond amendment, following freedom 
of speech, freedom of religion and the 
right to petition government.   
 Some have said that the Sec-
ond Amendment is like the keystone 
in an arch.  If that crumbles, the 
whole arch falls.  The majority of 
Americans who own guns see them as 
tools to protect their freedoms, and 
will fight to keep their right to be free 
and to stay free.  The right to possess 
firearms keeps them as free citizens 
so they will not be subjects or slaves.     

 This may be a subject of the 
upcoming elections and will be of 
particular interest to the voters of 
upstate New York.  Some have said 
that Andrew Cuomo should be easily 
elected because there are 1.2 million 
more registered Democrats than Re-
publicans.  This is true, but there are 
also registered Conservative, Inde-
pendence, and Working Families 
lines on the ballot.  They are regis-
tered that way because they don’t 
want to be associated with Republi-
cans and Democrats.  There are also 
millions of voters who don’t register 
with any party. 
 It is academic to rely on 
numbers of people who are registered 
with any affiliation because the only 
thing that really counts is the number 
of people who go to the polls to vote.  
In the 2013 elections, in Erie County 
only about 30 percent of the regis-
tered voters actually voted; in New 
York City it was close to 20 percent.  
With millions of gun owners in New 
York who are angry at the politicians 
who rammed this law through in a 
very unethical way, there could be a 
very unpleasant surprise for Cuomo. 
 I don’t intend to leave New 
York.  I intend to stay and vote 
against Cuomo and urge all to vote 
against any politician who voted for 
the SAFE act.  I’ll bet there are mil-
lions of New York citizens who feel 
the same way.  It should be an inter-
esting election year. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Bio of Joe McAdams 
 
Life Member SCOPE 
Life Member NRA 
Member of:  
Erie County Conservation Society 
NYS Rifle and Pistol 
LaSalle Sportsman 
NYS ATA 
 

Design & Print all Erie County Hunter Education Posters 
Volunteer for  
Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs 
NYS Sportsmen Education Instructors 
Niagara Musky Association 
SCOPE 
 

Active Hunter Gun / Archery, (Lifetime Sportsman’s License) 
Shoot Trap, Sporter Rifle, 3D Archery 
Design websites – (no charge to any Sportman’s group or gun club). 
Employed as Network Engineer / R&D IT Engineer @ RR Donnelley • Grand 
Island NY 
Education: University of New York at Buffalo & RIT • MS Network Engineer-
ing / Network Management 
Reside in Wheatfield NY 
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NON-PROFIT 
 U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Webster, NY 
Permit # 91 

From: SCOPE, PO BOX 602, TONAWANDA, NY, 14151-0602 
 

Address Service Requested 

YOU INSURE YOUR CAR, YOUR HOME, EVEN 
YOUR HEALTH - WELL HOW ABOUT 
INSURING YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS? 
 
SCOPE THE RIGHT INSURANCE! 
 
SO DON'T DELAY 
SIGN UP TODAY! 

Donate to SCOPE 
Make an on-line donation 
and receive this yard sign 

by mail to demonstrate your 
support for SCOPE and the 

2nd Amendment 
 

 
 

See Details at 
www.SCOPEny.org 
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